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Good afternoon, it’s 1:00 o’clock. I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines
· South Sudan state governors leave for Addis Ababa to participate in IGAD peace talks

· UN urges Sudan and South Sudan to resolve Abyei deadlock
· Committee formed to review teachers’ salaries in South Sudan 

Governors from five states leave today for Addis Ababa to take part in South Sudan IGAD-mediated peace talks. 

The delegation headed by Central Equatoria State Governor Clement Wani Konga is part of a recent regional tour to Kenya and Uganda to discuss proposed power-sharing arrangements.

The governors are expected to meet and interact with IGAD peace mediators and other stakeholders 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Eastern Equatoria State Governor Louis Lobong Lojore says they need an inclusive peace process.

Lojore: “Five governors are going -- the governor of Western Bahr El Ghazal, governor of Northern Bahr El Ghazal, governor of Upper Nile, governor of Western Equatoria State and Governor of Central Equatoria State, who is the chairperson. We are scheduled to travel today to Addis Ababa. We are going to meet all the stakeholders, whoever is involved. In particular, we are going to meet the special envoy of IGAD and the prime minister of Ethiopia. We want peace, we want justice, we want a peace that doesn’t victimize anybody or marginalize anybody. We want a comprehensive peace that will be accepted by everybody.”

Three committees were established on Wednesday, to tackle the remaining unresolved issues at the IGAD-mediated talks.

The committees are expected to report back to the plenary today.
Meanwhile, the leader of the Faith-based Group, at the ongoing peace talks in Addis Ababa, Bishop Enock Tombe, says South Sudan’s warring parties are yet to make a breakthrough in the current round of peace talks. 

The two sides resumed what has been called the “last round of talks” on the 21st of February to be at an IGAD dead line for the formation of a Government of National Unity by the 5th march.

Bishop Thombe, sitting on the committee of economy, justice and humanitarian affairs, says three days of negotiation have so far not produced any positive results.

Thombe: “If I give you as an example, the committee I am observing, the committee of economy, justice and humanitarian affairs, there is the issue of reparations and compensation. The government side is saying it is only reparations, but the opposition would like to add compensation -- that is, reparation and compensation. So that is where they have locked horns and they are not able to move forward.  And even when they brought the SPLM agreement in Arusha where they have agreed on this, but they are saying no, the party issues cannot be mixed with government issues.”
The U.N. Security Council has urged Sudan and South Sudan to immediately resolve a deadlock over the disputed oil-rich Abyei area which both countries claim and establish a joint administration and police force.

The council made the appeal on Thursday, in a resolution adopted to extend the mandate of the more than 4,000-strong peacekeeping force in Abyei until July 15.

The status of Abyei was unresolved after South Sudan became independent from its northern neighbor in July 2011. 

The council reaffirmed that Abyei's future status must be resolved by negotiations between Sudan and South Sudan and not by unilateral action by either country.
Renk town of Upper Nile State came under heavy shelling on Thursday, authorities there have confirmed.

The Commissioner of Renk County, Lual Deng Chol, told Radio Miraya that the shelling appears to have been launched from Waddakona on the western side of the river.  

The commissioner says no causalities have been reported so far.

Chol: “Yesterday, a few minutes after 7 pm, a shelling came from the western bank of the river in Renk town, but it did not last long, just about four mortars. The government forces did not respond. It was a surprise, and we believe it was aimed at destruction and displacement of citizens, because there is no other target. Otherwise, why didn’t they continue and cross the river to occupy the area or fight us? So this is just a fanciful action. Of course they created undue panic among the citizens. Thanks God there were no casualties and all the mortars landed in the remote areas.”
The National Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has constituted a 17-member National Steering Committee to review the teacher’s salary structure.

Under the current structure, primary school teachers earn 300 South Sudanese pounds while secondary school teacher earn just over 800 South Sudanese Pounds.

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology,  Michael Lopuke Lotiam, says the committee is expected to review salaries for nursery teachers, primary teachers, secondary teachers and tutors in the National Teachers’ Training Institutes.

Lotiam: “It is important to note that from 2006 up to this moment, the salaries of teachers have not changed and quite a number of issues, especially economic or financial difficulties, have pushed a lot of professional who are qualified teachers in this country to other sectors which give them attractive payments.”

Michael Lopuke Lotiam says the committee will recommend a new salary structure for teachers in the country.
In another development, the national education ministry has announced that more than 5,000 students who applied for places in the nation’s five public universities have been accepted. 

More than 9,000 hopefuls had applied in the first admission since the country’s independence three years ago in 2011. 
Minister of Education, Science and Technology John Gai says the students have been accepted into degree and diploma programs. 

Gai: “Out of 9,211, only 8,508 were eligible students to be considered. It means that you have 5,010 students admitted to bachelor degrees and diploma programs, meaning that for the bachelor’s degree was 3,875 and for the diploma 1,135. Three thousand nine hundred seventy-nine male students are admitted for degree diploma and 1,031 female students  were admitted.  
A new scientific report investigating the contamination of drinking water by oil wells in northern Unity State says the health of a 180,000 people could be in grave danger.  
The German Human rights and relief organization, Sign of Hope, have been researching the effect of oil exploration and production on the people of Unity State since 2008.
The vice chairman of the Sign of Hope, Klaus Stieglitz, says the new report shows a direct link between the oil industry and the contamination of drinking water in the area.
Stieglitz:  “We have people who were complaining about the bitter and salty taste of water, and that led the people to abandon their own water resting system. They went to the swampland to drink the water there because they preferred because of the taste. The effect on those villages; we found the population complaining about increased problems of stomach, increased problems of diarrhea. We really felt  heartsick to see how the people are suffering due to lack of water or due to water contamination when the people have to go to swamp land to drink the muddy water.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
Vulnerable communities across Africa are to be supported by a new programme aimed at promoting sustainable development and protecting legitimate land tenure rights.
Ten countries will implement new guidelines regarding land, including Angola, Burundi, Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Niger, Somalia, Swaziland and South Sudan. 
FAO food security expert Ruhiza Boroto says the project will protect citizens and help economies grow. 

Boroto: “The people who are most affected are the vulnerable poor. We are speaking about making sure that if you have a piece of land, you can have a title deed on that piece of land, that you can invest on that piece of land, specifically for agriculture, that that piece of land can be free from conflict, and that it  can be managed sustainably, in a responsible manner for yourself and, of course, for future generations.”
In regional news
Bomb attacks have killed at least 32 people in northern Nigeria, amid a wave of violence from Boko Haram militants.

Eye witnesses told the BBC that a suicide bomber killed at least 17 people at a bus station in Biu, while a second bomber was caught by a crowd and reportedly beaten to death.

In Jos, three bombs thrown from a car killed 15 people at a bus station and the university. 

February's presidential election has been postponed because of the unrest.

The vote is now expected to take place on 28 March.
In sports
Samuel Pawon is here with an update.
Samuel’s report:  

Gazala FC of Wau beat Zamalic team of Cairo 2-0 last evening in a friendly football match ahead of their official away game against Petro Jet team on Sunday.

In Yambio, Ekwa FC secured the match points after a 2 nil win over Super Stars, while Salam team and Super Eagle ended their match in a 1 all draw. And in the ongoing youth tournament in Eba County, Riverside has qualified for the finals, after beating Eba United 4-3 on penalties.

Riverside will face Luanga team in the final game on Sunday evening.

On to Division One football competition in Abyei. Nile Abtok defeated Ngok FC 3-2 and Good Stars match against Gelb el Ased ended in a 2 all draw.

And in Bentui, Abiemnom won its match against Kiir Thok 3-2, while Black Stars beat Rummyar team 4-3.
 To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· South Sudan state governors leave for Addis Ababa to participate in IGAD peace talks

· UN urges Sudan and South Sudan to resolve Abyei deadlock
· Committee formed to review teachers’ salaries in South Sudan
     Thanks for listening. I am Agole Alex.
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