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Good evening. It’s 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news and I am Chaplain Nemaya. 
The Headlines

· President Kiir and Rieck Machar to meet in Addis Ababa next week 

· Council of Ministers approves formation of committee to oversee Oslo contributions 
· Lawyer suspended over fake credentials

President Salva Kiir is expected to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar next week.  
The two will hold face-to-face discussions on Monday, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, under the mediation of the IGAD regional grouping.  
The meeting will be a follow up to discussions the two held last month to review the progress of the implementation of ceasefire agreements. 
The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny confirms the meeting will take place on Monday.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The two leaders the leader of South Sudan and the rebel leader will be meeting in Addis Ababa on the 9th the President is ready and has agreed on that and he will be in Addis Ababa on the 9th. He will be in Addis to meet the rebel leader and the auspices of the IGAD and if there is anything that will help bring peace the president is going to be there, that position was also re-iterated by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki- Moon who called President Salva on Tuesday to confirm to him that there is need for him to come to Addis Ababa”

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, this week reminded President Kiir and Machar to honour their agreement to meet this month. 
Mr Ban has been in touch with both President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar. 

The Secretary General also called on both parties to commence preparations for the formation of a transitional government.

The Council of Ministers has approved the formation of a committee to oversee the usage of funds pledged during the recent Oslo humanitarian conference. 
The donor conference realized more than one billion US dollars in pledges to go towards urgent humanitarian assistance for people affected by the ongoing conflict. 
Acting government spokesperson, Rachael Nyadak Paul says a committee chaired by the Minister of finance will work alongside humanitarian agencies to ensure the funds are properly utilized.

Rachael Nyadak: “That committee is set for the implementation of this money and how these funds can be utilized for the purpose that is donated for and to address the issues of accountability and transparency we will form a committee where the seven institutions are from the government and we will also have international community to be part of that committee and Embassies representatives then IGAD will be there national and International NGO’s plus UN agencies the committee will be headed by the Ministry of Finance”

The opposition SPLM/DC party says it will continue to call for a change to a federal system of government. 
The party’s deputy chairperson, Mark Atem says governing the country as political units under a central government could be a solution to the current conflict.  

Mark Atem: “The SPLM-DC says it strongly supports the IGAD mediated peace talks in Addis Ababa.  The party today marks the 5th anniversary of its founding.”   

More than 1,200 metric tons of food aid are being prepared for IDPs and refugees in Upper Nile State. 
The United Nations World Food Program, WFP, says the food will address a mass influx of IDPs and Sudanese refugees who are in urgent need of humanitarian aid. 
WFP Public Information Officer, George Fominyen says the assistance is being loaded onto barges in Juba for dispatch. Fominyen says the loading is taking longer than expected because of the occasional rains.
George Fominyen : “WFP is currently loading barges with food supplies which will be transported on the River Nile upto Upper Nile State, and the destination for these barges is Malakal and Melut, we are planning to transport up to 1 200 metric tons food, so it will not be necessarily distributed only in Malakal and Melut, but it will also be a lot of this will be moved to Maban to resupply refugees there.”
The South Sudan Bar Association has suspended a lawyer who has been operating with fake credentials.  
James Makwac had his operating license suspended when a three-member committee from the bar association scrutinized his papers and found they were false.  
Deng John Deng, the secretary general of the Bar Association says Makwac has been claiming to have a PhD in Law and has been practicing in Juba for years.  
Deng John Deng says the association implemented the suspension after verifying from the concerned universities and legal institutions that the papers were not genuine.

Deng John Deng (Arabic): “The Bar Association conducts routine reviews of the credentials of all lawyers across the country in preparation for renewal of membership and elections to the Bar Association.” 
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Salaries of civil servants and government workers for the month of May will be paid next week.  

Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni says payments will be sent out to the paying agencies in the States.  Tiisa says salaries for other months have already been paid.  

Aggrey Tiisa: “The Ministry of Finance transferred salaries payment to everybody including the states for the month of January, to everybody including the states for the months of February to everybody including the states for the months of March, to everybody except the SPLA for the month of April,   the Ministry of Finance will be transferring money to the salary paying agencies next week is the month of May payment of employees is the responsibility of the agencies concern.”

Meanwhile, finance Minister, Aggrey Tiisa says improving equipment used at customs and border check points should be made a priority, so as to improve non-oil revenue collection.  
Tiisa made the comments at a meeting of the recently formed committee of non-oil revenue agencies. 
The Minister says taxes are lost at border crossings.  

The committee held a meeting in Juba to discuss ways of diversifying revenue collection away from oil.  

Vice President Wani Igga was at the meeting and warned against corruption by revenue collectors.  

More than three thousand police volunteers have been dismissed from Lakes State. 
State Governor, Matur Chut says the personnel have been serving at county level, to contribute to efforts of the Police. Matur Chut says they have been asked to leave because there is no budget for their payment. 

Matur Chut: “In fact the organized forces were in operation for almost 2 years, the Police had no budget for them to stay. At the time a committee was sent and the head of Police gathered them in Rumbek and referred them to the committee. However the committee could not pay them because their names were not on the paysheet. They were returned to the counties and they remained there as organized forces under the Police for 2 years. They did not get paid. It was not forceful recruitment –these forces were helping, working in the counties as organized forces – that was their duties – they were to be deployed but police did not have budget.”
The Governor has also responded to reports that youth are being forcefully recruited to join the army. Sections of the media reported this week that the Governor had instructed county commissioners to implement the forceful recruitments. 
Governor, Matur Chut denies this and says the last recruitment was done in February when more than 2,000 youth were enlisted into the 3rd brigade, due to a shortage of forces in the area. He says this was done on a voluntary basis. 

Matur Chut: “We don’t recruit youth by force in this state- the recruitment policy is not even present – there is nothing that requires recruitment of forces – if there is recruitment, it would come direct from the army – they army are to recruit forces and they are to announce the recruitment and those willing will join and register and go till now no requirement reached us at level of state that is not true.
The commissioners of Rumbek East and Yirol Counties have denied receiving instructions to carry out forceful recruitments. 

In foreign news
More than 250 inmates have escaped from a prison in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

At least six people were killed after the prisoners forced their way through the main gate of the prison in the eastern region of Bukavu. 

The dead include a guard who was overpowered as the prisoners made their escape. Prison officers say the inmates opened the prison doors after taking weapons from guards.

At least 1,600 prisoners were in the prison at the time of the breakout. Prisons in the DR Congo are often overcrowded with poor living conditions for inmates.

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President Kiir and Rieck Machar to meet in Addis Ababa next week 

· Council of Ministers approves formation of committee to oversee Oslo contributions 
· Lawyer suspended over fake credentials

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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