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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news, with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· SPLA soldiers face trial for various crimes in Juba.

· Eastern Equatoria registers more than 200 cholera cases

· Upper Nile State government assesses impact of oil production on the environment 

More than ten SPLA soldiers are under trial at the army court martial in Bilpham, in connection with committing various crimes in Juba.  
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the soldiers were arrested in a joint security operation conducted in Juba over the past few days.

Aguer says many of them are believed to have been involved in the random shootings in the town.  

Philip Aguer: “The charges start with shooting at night and violations of some neighbours’ rights for tranquility and security so these are the charges.”

The number of cholera cases reported in the country has reached more than 1800.  

According to the latest report from the Ministry of health and the World Health Organization, nearly 300 of the cases are in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

The death toll there stands at eleven. 

Radio Miraya broke the news last week that the Eastern Equatoria State government had reported an outbreak and was putting in place measures to try and stop the spread.  

The National Ministry of Health is introducing a new vaccine to protect infants from five diseases.  

The ‘five-in-one’ pentavalent vaccine safeguards children from diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, liver disease, pneumonia, meningitis and septicemia.  

It is administered in three doses to children under the age of 1 and replaces the three-in-one ‘trivalent’ vaccine that is currently in use.  

The new drug will officially be launched tomorrow, Tuesday. 

The director of Immunization programme, Dr. Anthony Laku says there are more benefits from the news vaccine.

Dr. Laku: “This five-in-one vaccine will protect children from hepatitis B virus, or diseases that are related to hepatitis B like lever cirrhosis carcinoma of the liver, cancer of the liver and other complications that are related to hepatitis B. Of course, symptoms are known to the public like deep jaundice and leading to death mostly. Himopholus Influenzae type b will against bacterial pneumonia and meningitis as well as infection of internal ears.”       

The Education Ministry is sourcing scholarships for students who cannot be absorbed into public universities.  

The Deputy Minister of education, Bol Makueng, says they are in discussions with six countries to enroll the students who are not admitted into the 5 public universities.  

Makueng says the thirteen thousand students currently sitting their senior secondary school examinations should be supported to continue with their education.  

Bol Makueng: “In fact we have made adequate arrangements to see to it that the students again do not stay at home without going to the universities, because that frustrates them and also frustrates those who are coming behind them. We are going to have the five public universities opened and we have also consulted with about six countries that will give us scholarships for those that will not be absorbed by the national universities. And if these children pass they will do the boxing and we will do the admission here. Those who will not be able to get admitted into national universities will also find opportunities to study abroad. We are going to do admission in the next two weeks and also we are going to provide them with scholarships.”

Authorities of Melut County, Upper Nile State are in discussions with oil companies to address the possible impact of oil production on the environment.  

Melut County Commissioner Dau Gouj Ayuel says the National Petroleum Ministry and the oil companies are working on an action plan to ensure oil production does not harm humans and the environment.  

Dau Gouj: “We have not seen any impact of environmental pollution on the local communities in the oil producing areas, but the Ministry of Petroleum is exerting efforts with the oil companies and other relevant agencies to visit the areas and resolve on how to deal with any long term environmental impacts. I am not saying since I came to the county  there was (any) case recorded  and I do not rule this out … because the impact of chemical elements do not appear instantly, but may take years.” 

In September last year, a committee within the National Legislative Assembly presented a report citing child deformities and destruction of plants caused by oil spillages.  The committee mentioned areas in Unity and Upper Nile States.   
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In Lakes State, there is a noted concern about rising malnutrition rates among children in the Mingkaman IDP camp, in Awerial County. 

The State relief and rehabilitation commission says many of the children who came from Jonglei are finding it hard to adjust to the food they are receiving at the camp.  

John Panrech is the Coordinator of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in Awerial County. 

John Panrech: “Children have severe malnourished due to the poor feeding because when they came from Jonglei most of them were feeding on milk but here we don’t have milk. So there is a need for more supplementary feeding for the small kids especially under three. … They need supplementary feeding. If you go to the market, you will get a lot of people attending even private clinics because what we have here in Mingkaman on partners  working on health is not enough.”
Last week Radio Miraya reported authorities concerns over the rising number of Hepatitis E cases in Mingkaman camp. 

In regional news: Sudan is one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world for young people according to the UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF.

The agency says that as many as 65% of those people who have fled their homes or become refugees are under the age of 18. 

So far this year, almost 270,000 people have become newly displaced in the Darfur region alone.


Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF’s Representative in Sudan, says children are the most vulnerable victims of conflict and displacement.

Geert Cappelaere: “When you look into the 10-year conflict in Darfur and the 1.2 million people who have been displaced, 65% have been verified to be children.  Also children are suffering from a chronic underinvestment in basic social services.  Sudan has an important problem of acute and severe malnutrition. In Sudan, we have close to two million children not yet in school and that is not because of the conflict only. It is because of education, health, nutrition not having got the priority that it should have in a country like Sudan.”

In foreign news: Dozens of people have been killed in an attack by suspected Boko Haram militants in northern Nigeria. 

The militants attacked four villages about 3kilometers from Chibok town, where more than 200 school girls were taken hostage in April.  

40 civilians were injured and 6 militants killed as the militants clashed with vigilantes who were trying to protect their villages. The attackers also set fire to a nearby church.  

And in sports:

The weekend saw the start of the second round of the football world cup tournament.

Sani Martin is here with a round up. 

Sani Martin: “On Saturday, hosts Brazil narrowly made it through to the quarter finals of the tournament after beating Chile 3-2 on penalties after normal time ended in a 1 all draw.  Brazil next face Colombia who beat Uruguay, 2-nil.  In Sunday’s games, Costa Rica made it through to the quarter finals for the first time in their history after beating Greece 5-3 in a penalty shootout. Normal time ended in a 1-all draw with Costa Rica, down to 10 men.  The Netherlands is also through after beating Mexico 2-1. The Dutch came from behind, equalizing in the 88th minute and sealing their victory in extra time to advance through. In today’s games, France meets Nigeria at 7pm and Germany takes on Algeria at 11pm local time.  I am Sani Martin for Radio Miraya News”.

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· SPLA soldiers face trial for various crimes in Juba.

· Eastern Equatoria registers more than 200 cholera cases

· Upper Nile State government assesses impact of oil production on the environment 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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