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Good Afternoon. It’s 1 p.m. This is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Construction of oil refineries suspended due to insecurity;
· Health authorities scale up response to suspected Cholera cases;

· Polio vaccination campaign kicks off in Northern Bahr Al Ghazal state.
Construction of two new oil refineries has been stopped due to ongoing conflict in the country.

Petroleum and Mining Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau told Radio Miraya the construction of an oil refinery in Thiangrial, Upper Nile State, had been stopped.

Minister Dhieu says the commissioning of the smaller refinery in Bentui has also been put on hold.

Stephen Dhieu Dau: “Construction of Thiangral oil refinery in Upper Nile State is of course not moving because the investor has stopped supplying the equipment due to insecurity after the December crisis.  Bentui refinery is complete and is awaiting commissioning, but the delay now is also due to the recent attack on Bentiu.”
Doctors without borders – MSF -- have treated more than 50 patients at the newly created Cholera Treatment Center in Gudelle 2, a city suburb in Juba.

The new Cholera Treatment Center was established over the weekend, as part of efforts to scale up response to cholera cases.

Dr. Mohammad Ali, MSF medical doctor in charge of the Cholera Treatment Centre, said the number of patient’s arriving at the center has increased.

Dr. Mohammad Ali: “We started here from Saturday this week. We received only  51 patients maximum with diarrhea and vomiting. Sstill now we have 16 patients at one tent who suffered some dehydration and who came here in severe condition. Now they have improved.  Every day we are receiving 14 to 16 patients. It is increasing day by day. Yesterday it was 8 to 7. Today is already 16. The patients we are receiving are increasing.”
Meanwhile the number of death cases resulting from cholera has increased to 22. For the latest cholera updates

It is almost two weeks since a cholera outbreak was declared in Juba and the case load just like the deaths have since shot up steadily.
A statement by issued by the World Health Organization this morning shows a total of 586 cumulative cholera cases with 22 deaths.

Thirteen of these deaths have occurred in medical facilities, while nine have occurred in communities.

According to the statement, the majority of death cases at the hospital occurred on arrival.

Meanwhile, response to suspected cholera cases has been scaled up. Latest reports show a team from Juba Cholera treatment center was dispatched to Juba Prison following the death of an inmate there.

Infection control activities, including burial supervision, disinfection of dead bodies and households, have also been initiated.

And 76 Social Mobilizers are conducting house to house mobilization in Kator, Rajaf Payam and Juba block.

The statement concludes that there is a risk of the outbreak spreading to other surrounding counties and villages if community interventions are not rigorously conducted. But WHO cautions that if community level interventions are implemented, the spread of cholera will be interrupted.

The Ministry of Health in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State has launched a four day vaccination campaign against polio in Aweil town. 

The campaign is targeting children less than five years of age.

Speaking shortly after the launch, the caretaker governor of the state, Kuel Aguer Kuel, warned that the authorities will not hesitate to arrest any parent that fails to immunize their children.

The governor says chiefs in the state have been ordered to monitor the immunization process and report back any irregularities.

Kuel Aguer Kuel: “Anybody who does not take his or her child for vaccination should be taken to police because that person is exposing the child to danger of being paralyzed or death. Each chief must go a house to house to make sure that children in each house are vaccinated. If the family failed or refused to take the child, they have every right to open a case against that family because if that child has the virus, it will go to other children. So you are exposing others to danger.”
A scheme offering cheap loans to farmers in Western Equatoria State has produced encouraging results.

Through the Green Farmers Serving and Credit Union, farmers have been able to borrow up to a maximum of 50,000 South Sudanese pounds.

William Andrews, the chief manager, Green Farmers Serving and Credit Union, says farmers have been able to shift from lower incomes to higher incomes.  

Drivers in Yei River County are rushing to register their vehicles and pay up for operational licenses.

This is in response to a decree issued last week by the Central Equatoria State governor, Clement Wani Konga, creating a drivers union and transport commission agent.

Under the decree, the drivers will be required to register their vehicles in order to operate in Yei River County.
In Foreign News 

The Sudanese woman who has been sentenced to hang for refusing to renounce Christianity has given birth to a baby girl, her lawyers told The Telegraph. 

Meriam Ibrahim, 27, gave birth to the girl – her second child – in the early hours of Tuesday morning in the hospital wing of the prison. 

Her son, 20-month-old Martin, has been with her inside the cell since she was first charged in February. 

Ms. Ibrahim was sentenced to death on May 15 by a court in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum. 

Ms. Ibrahim denied the charges of apostasy and adultery - the court did not recognize her 2011 marriage to Mr. Daniel Wani, a Christian - because she said her Muslim father abandoned the family and she was raised a Christian. 
In sport
The UNPOL basketball team will play a friendly match against the South Sudan national police basketball team this evening at the basketball pitch in Juba Tomping site.

Dani Mwale, UNPOL’s chief Public information Officer, says the game is intended to create unity and harmony between UNMISS personnel and national civilians.

Dani Mwale: “We are looking at our friendship between UNMISS personnel and people outside there. We are one and we try by all means to find a platform. We try to get the level ground where we come together and mingle. We realized that sports brings people together so we are using this tournament today to come together exchange hugs, shake hands and love together. By the end of the day, there will be no winner we shall all be winners.” 

Meanwhile, the head of the South Sudan national police basketball team Major General Sebit Makelele, says their team is ready for the encounter this evening.

Sebit Makelele: “The team is ready. Today, of course, when we come there you will see the standard. So we as SSNP South Sudan national team,  we have the same feeling that we want to share with our brothers from UNMISS so that we have the same feeling, the same motion and the same cooperation and of course as we know sports is one of the linkages of where friendship can be strengthened.”
Still in local sports

Hilal FC beat Munuki FC by three goals to nil last evening in the ongoing South Sudan championship league.

The three goals have pushed Hilal FC 8 points, while Munuki FC retains four points. 

Nasser FC still leads with 12 points in the league table. 

Today Rabitha FC takes on Talanga FC. Both teams have no points.

And in the ongoing CECAFA Nile basin Cup tournament, South Sudan Malakia FC takes on Mareikh FC of Khartoum this evening. The match will be played in Khartoum stadium.
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Construction of oil refineries suspended due to insecurity;
· Health authorities scale up response to suspected Cholera cases;

· Polio vaccination campaign kicks off in Northern Bahr Al Ghazal state.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news,

I am Susan Dokolo. 
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