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Good afternoon. It’s 5 p.m. This is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines:
· IGAD Envoys arrive in Juba tomorrow for consultations with stakeholders;

· Close to 700 suspected cholera cases reported in Juba;
· UNHCR Says number of IDPs has grown to more than one million people.

A team of envoys for the Intergovernmental Developmental Authority on Development – IGAD arrive in Juba tomorrow for a meeting with various stakeholders in the peace process.

This is part of the initiatives being taken to involve more participants in the next round of talks in Addis Ababa in June. 

Minister of Information and Broadcasting Michael Makuei says the envoys will meet with members of political parties, civil society, youth and women’s organizations, academicians and faith-based organizations.

Micheal Makuei: “A delegation of the envoys who are coming here tomorrow to come and meet with the stakeholders and agree with the number of representation and the team that will be taken to Addis as stakeholders, they are coming on their mission as to whether they accomplish in a day or a week is what I don’t know.”
In another development, the United Nations Refugee Agency UNHCR says continuing fighting has forced almost 70,000 people to flee their homes and seek shelter elsewhere in the country or in neighboring countries.

This comes three weeks after warring rivals signed a ceasefire to pave way for humanitarian aid to the displaced people. 

UNHCR Spokesman Adrian Edwards told journalists today that the number of internally displaced people had grown from 46,000 people to more than one million people, since the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement was signed on 9 May in Addis Ababa.

Edwards added that over the same period, the number of South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda had swollen from more than 20,000 to 370,000 people.

UNHCR in collaboration with the Ethiopian authorities has opened three new camps this year to accommodate more than 130,000 refugees.
The leader of the SPLA/M - in Opposition, Dr.Riek Machar, has arrived in Nairobi for talks with the Kenyan government’s top leadership.

Dr. Riek Machar’s spokesperson, James Gadet, says while in Nairobi, Machar will hold consultations on the ongoing peace process. 

James Gadet: “ Our chairman, Dr Riek Machar, has arrived in Nairobi today for talks with the top leadership of the Kenyan government and this is to brief them on progress made so far on the peace process and also to provide them with highlights about the genesis of the crisis in South Sudan. This has been the first time to interact with the leadership in Kenya after the breakout of the crisis.”

From Nairobi, The former vice-president heads to Sudan for similar consultations.
The World Health Organization says more than 20 people have so far died of cholera, since the outbreak was reported in Juba.

Addressing a news conference this morning, WHO Medical Officer Abdinasir Abubakar said the caseload has shot up to almost 700 cases.

Abdinasir Abubakar’ WHOs Medical Director says the rate of spread of Cholera is above average in Juba and more cases continue to arrive for treatment.

Abdinasir Abubakar: “So far as of yesterday, the 26th, we have over 670 cases that have received treatment both in Juba Teaching Hospital as well as another CTC which is  run by MSF in Gurei  and also other facilities within the town. Out of that, 23 people have died of cholera. Around 13 of them have died inside the hospital and nine of them have died in the community, so we have 23. The case fatality rate as of today is 3.4%, which is above the average. Because normally it has to be less than 1% to keep it.”

Abdinasir Abubakar says more Cholera Treatment Centers will be opened in Gumbo and Kator to maximize the treatment.

Abdinasir Abubakar: “We are hoping that another CTC will be opened in Gumbo on the other side of the iver and additional one hopefully in either Kator or Munuki. So at least we can expand, we can have more treatment facilities and people can receive treatment quickly.”

WHO says if left untreated, cholera can kill within hours, but up to 80 percent of cases can be successfully treated with oral rehydration salts. Now, UNICEF’s Senior Emergency Specialist, Abdulkadir Musse, says his organization is appealing for additional funding of ten million dollars to scale up cholera response in South Sudan.

Abdulkadir Musse: “So far UNICEF has spent its own resources of 1.7 million dollars to respond to the current outbreak of the disease. We urgently need an additional 10 million dollars to continue our cholera response operation and to increase our cholera prevention actions that are happening throughout the country.”

According to WHO, most cholera cases are reported from people who drink water collected directly from the river Nile.

Meanwhile, authorities in Upper Nile Stat, say they have not received any cases of cholera since the outbreak was declared in Juba.

Philip Jiben, Upper Nile State Information officer, says no confirmed case has yet been brought to the attention of the state authorities.

Philip Jiben: “The health situation in Malakal is normal because we did not receive any information regarding cholera here in Malakal. So everything is alright, no one reported to us about the issue of cholera.”

The World Health Organization says a laboratory scientist from AMREF, Nairobi, Kenya has arrived in Juba to conduct an assessment of the technical capacity of National Reference Laboratory in Juba and to start examining samples for cholera.

The Ministry of Health in Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State has launched a four-day polio vaccination campaign in Aweil town. The campaign is targeting children less than five years of age.

Speaking shortly after the campaign was launched, the Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State, Kuel Aguer Kuel, warned that the authorities will not hesitate to arrest any parent that fails to immunize their children.

The governor says chiefs in the state have been ordered to monitor the immunization process and report back any irregularities.

Kuel Aguer Kuel: “Anybody who does not take his or her child for vaccination should be taken to the police because that person is exposing the child to danger of being paralyzed or death. Each chief must go house-to-house to make sure children in each house is vaccinated. If the family failed or refused to take the child, they have every right to open a case against that family because if that child has the virus, it will go to other children. So you are exposing others to danger.”

A new protection of civilians’ site is being commissioned tomorrow to facilitate the relocation and protection of internally displaced persons in Juba. 

The new site in at the UN house in Juba was constructed with support from the government of China.

The spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier, says the new site will provide ample space for IDPs relocating from the Tomping site. 

Ariane Quentier: “We have new soldiers arriving. They are going to deploy at this site. We have the same level of protection and they will have enhanced basic services and more space. What is going to happen is that Tomping will close and it will close as soon as possible because this is not a healthy place for people to stay.”
A scheme offering cheap loans to farmers in Western Equatoria State has produced encouraging results.

Through the Green Farmers Serving and Credit Union, farmers have been able to borrow up to a maximum of 50,000 South Sudanese pounds.

William Andrews, Chief Manager, Green Farmers Serving and Credit Union, says farmers have been able to shift from lower incomes to higher incomes.  

William T Andrews: “Farmers who were in the grassroots at a lower level are moving ahead to a certain middle level because some of them as they started with farming, others are now applying business. Others have opened shops in the town, others have opened bars and others have opened pharmacies.”

The Laus Payam Member of Parliament in the Central Equatoria State assembly is calling for a speedy technical inspection of the Yei-Lasu road construction project.

The 45-kilometre road linking South Sudan to the Democratic Republic of Congo will cost more than eleven million pounds and is to be completed in nine months.

The Lasu Payam Member of Parliament, however, says the road project must be inspected by a technical team to establish how worthy it is to both government and the citizens.  

 Daniel Lokorot: “I am saying this so that the specifications agreed in the contract in terms of the size of the road and how it is supposed to be made, layers that are supposed to made, the bridges, the culverts so that all these things are done to the standard specifications as signed in the contract. This is what I am urging from our government so that at the end this project, it is done according to the satisfaction of all the parties  othe government, the community and the company.”    

When complete, the Yei-Lasu road is expected to boost trade between DRC and South Sudan. To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
In Foreign News

The Nigerian military says they know where the girls kidnapped by Boko Haram rebels are, but will not attempt a rescue.

Nigeria’s chief of defense staff told the BBC that it was “good news for the parents”, but admitted that the military would not risk going there with force.

More than 200 girls were abducted in April by Boko Haram gunmen from their school in Northern Nigeria.

And in sports

The UN Police basketball team will play a friendly match against South Sudan national police basketball team this evening at the Basketball pitch in Juba Tomping site.

Dani Mwale, the UNPOL’s chief Public information Officer says the game is intended to create unity and harmony between UNMISS personnel and national civilians.

Meanwhile, the head of the South Sudan national police basketball team, Major General Sebit Makelele says their team is ready for the encounter this evening.

To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
· IGAD Envoys arrive in Juba tomorrow for consultations with stakeholders;
· Close to 700 suspected cholera cases reported in Juba;
· UNHCR Says number of IDPs has grown to more than one million people

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.

[image: image1.png]



