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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Opposition to charter planes to ferry delegates to peace consultative conference
· Fresh fighting reported in Jonglei
· Young people encouraged to take lead in the fight on HIV/AIDS
The SPLM in Opposition says they will charter planes to transport their delegates to Pagak, in Upper Nile for the consultation meeting, after the UN Mission (UNMISS) declined to ferry their commanders to the venue. 

Opposition spokesperson, James Gadet told Radio Miraya that transport remains a challenge but they are mobilizing money to pay for charter planes. 

James Gadet: “Yes, this is still a challenge. Some of our delegates have arrived in the venue in Pagak, but the rest have not yet arrived, including some of our military commanders. We will find a way to get charter planes to transport them; we will try to find a way to pay for charter planes including asking our citizens supporters on the ground to contribute. We will find a way.”  

UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says they received the request to provide transport through IGAD special envoys, but will not provide aircraft because of security and practical reasons. 

Joseph Contreras: “Many of these delegates are located in areas deemed to be of extremely high risk for our pilots and the company that we contract to operate some of the flights does not permit its pilots to fly to those areas. Also in the past, the mission has been accused by both parties to the crisis of transporting personnel and supplies belonging to their opponents so we turned down the request from the Special Envoys of the IGAD regional bloc.”

The opposition delegate’s conference was meant to have started on Wednesday, but was delayed because the delegates needed transportation to the venue.

There have been reports of fresh fighting in Jonglei. 

The clashes between government and opposition forces are said to have erupted in Pangak County. 

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says forces of Riek Machar attacked their positions Wednesday. He explains.
Col. Aguer: “There are problems in the northern part of Jonglei. The first problem is there was an attack by forces of Riek Machar in areas of Ataar since two days ago, and those attacks were repulsed – that was number one. Number two is there have been defections and fighting within a place called Al Jazeera in Panyjak in Jonglei State. We are still waiting to know the results. We cannot talk about details now.” 

Opposition spokesperson James Gadet denies their forces launched the attacks and is accusing the SPLA of firing at their positions in Pangak. He says the alleged violations have been reported to IGAD.

James Gadet: “This is very serious violation and we have already reported it to IGAD.”
The Chairperson of United Democratic Front party (UDF), Peter Abdaraham Sule, has issued an order dismissing two key members of the party, on allegations of bringing chaos into the party. 

The two, Sebastian Uchan and David William, were occupying the posts of deputy and secretary general of the party respectively, while Sule was in detention. 

Peter Abdaraham Sule accuses the two of having selfish political interests.

Peter Sule: “There is only one UDF party under the leadership of the current legitimately elected chairman – Peter Abdaraham Sule until the next national convention, Mr. Sebastian Uchan (and) Mr. David William are no longer members of the United Democratic Front party. It is only logical that anybody who quits an organization may not again call himself or herself by its name. This is not only a moral prerequisite but also legal as well as a political norm.“

Peter Abdaraham Sule also clarified that his party is not a member of the Political Parties Leadership Forum.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Young people have been encouraged to be more aware and informed in order to help prevent the spread of HIV. 

The call was made during a sporting event to commemorate the World Aids Day at protection of civilians site in Juba.

In an interview with Radio Miraya ,the UNMISS Chief of HIV/AIDS Unit and Policy Advisor, Michael Munywoki ,stressed the need to avoid some of the cultural practices that can increase the spread of HIV.

Michael Munywoki: “Culture and religion are key tools in HIV prevention. However there are some cultural practices that can fuel the spread of HIV and therefore our youth can be part of the change that we are looking forward to, because we have a dream that by the end of 2030, we shall have AIDS-free generation or we would have AIDS-free world.”

UNAIDS Country Director Renata Ehmer noted there are about 150,000 people living with HIV in the country. 

She says out of this figure, more than half are women.

Renata Ehmer: “What we have seen is that there is a prevalence of 2.6 percent in the country, which compared to other Africa countries is of course not as high as in Botwana, Lesotho or in other countries. Even Kenya has a higher prevalence but still I think it is worrying because of not having a good HIV response unit or structures in place. This is sometimes a bit lacking in South Sudan still. You know a lot of efforts had been going into that but there is a lot to be done still.”

Authorities of Yei Municipal council have launched rehabilitation work of roads within Yei town.  

The repairs are expected to cost up to 50,000 pounds and will be undertaken by prism Construction Company, a local company based in Yei. 

The town mayor, Santo Paul Lasuba, says rehabilitation will take four days, and is urging the public to use alternative routes as work is in progress. 
Lasuba says the project is being funded by the government and collections from the public 

Santo Paul: “We tried our best to raise … some amount of money. We have now started the upgrading today. (We are going to work on) the inner roads, then in future time also we will (work on) another phase.  The total amount of all these expenses it will cost 44,800 South Sudanese pounds for the graders and (we will use) about 2,000 litres (of fuel).

Civil society activists are calling for legal services to be made more accessible to women. 

The call comes a day before the world commemorates the International Women Human Rights Defenders Day, a day to commemorate women activists who have fought for justice. 

Angelina Daniel Seeka, Regional Director for End Impunity Organization is appealing to the Ministry of Justice to avail legal assistance for women facing minor crimes in prison. 

Angelina Daniel: “Men and women are there in the prison but women have challenges of accessing legal aid (and that) means they are unable to go through the right way of court process. That is why they can stay in prison for one year for the minor cases. In the Ministry of Justice, they say the legal aid is only for the serious crimes. A lot of women are suffering from minor cases that little money can save their lives free. So you can see that women lack resources. They cannot hire lawyers.”

In regional news, the death toll in the world's worst Ebola epidemic has risen to more than 5,600 in eight countries.

According to the World Health Organisation, most of the deaths have been in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia – the three hardest hit countries, which reported 600 new cases in the past week.

Transmission of the virus remains concentrated in Sierra Leone, especially in the west and north, with the capital Freetown still the worst affected area, it said.

Kenya's port city of Mombasa is to start charging new taxes on shipping containers. 

Under the new levies announced by the town Governor, shipping firms will pay 20 US dollars per tonne for exports and 20 dollars per tonne to clear imports. 

Each ship would also pay 60 dollars for inspection, 60 dollars for compulsory spraying against disease and 40 dollars per container for verification. 

The governor says the extra revenue would be used to repair roads and infrastructure. 

The central government in Nairobi had opposed the new taxes proposed by the local authorities, warning that they could undermine recent reforms to speed up the processing of goods through the port. 

And in sports, Malakia FC of Juba has been crown champs of the National football premier league tournament. 

The defending title holders reclaimed victory after beating Villa United of Yambio 5-2 at Wau main stadium last evening.
Speaking after the game, Western Bhar el-Ghazal State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan thanked the football association for granting the state its request to host the finals in Wau.

Rizik Zakaria: “I want to thank the National Football Association and the members of the general assembly for accepting our request to host the tournament of the football primer league for the Republic of south Sudan. They accepted without any discussions (and) I want to say to them thank you very much. Also, I want to thank people of Western Bahr El-Ghazal. You did not disappoint. You were here for all the games of the tournament. I want to thank all teams that have participated in this tournament. In a very special way, I want to thank Malakia FC, a big team. Congratulations to you Malakia for entertaining us and for the good performance that you have presented to us. God bless you and (we hope you can) represent South Sudan in the way you have entertained us.” 

Malakia FC will now represent the country in the upcoming African Champion’s league next year, while Gazala FC of Wau will take part in the confederation cup.
In other matches, Tiger united of Kuajok beat Black Eagle of Wau one-nil.
To end the news once again the main stories:
· Opposition to charter planes to ferry delegates to peace consultative conference

· Fresh fighting reported in Jonglei

· Young people encouraged to take lead in the fight on HIV/AIDS

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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