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Good Afternoon, its 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Agole Alex.
The Headlines

· African Union called on to take stronger action against warring factions
· Former Central Bank Governor is dead

· Customs and clearing agents face deadline to streamline their businesses
The Director for the Centre for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba, Luka Biong Deng, is calling on the African Union to endorse the report of the AU Commission of Enquiry on South Sudan in order to bring those who committed atrocities to book.

Speaking to Radio Miraya on the impact of the fighting in Bentiu on the peace talks in Ethiopia, Biong says the African Union should come in strongly to ensure those who continue to violate the cessation of hostilities in South Sudan face justice.

Biong: “I would like to echo the following: It would be important for the African Union to come in massively. This of sanctions and bringing to book those who committed atrocities is becoming so important. And I want to highlight one point, the fact that the African Union Commission of Enquiry for South Sudan headed by the former President of Nigeria, President Obasanjo, I think they have now almost completed the report. It is high time for the African Union to endorse this report because the report is implying that it is going to come out with a clear detail of who committed these atrocities as of December 15th and these people should be brought to book.”

Biong is also urging IGAD to implement sanctions on the violators of the cessation of hostilities agreement.

Biong: “The focus now is peace in our country. But it is true IGAD has the leverage because what do you have if people are actually violating the cessation of hostilities causing more human suffering. I think it is more important for these sanctions to be effective for those who violate the cessation of hostilities, causing this havoc and more human suffering in South Sudan.”

The South Sudan Human Rights Commission is calling on the warring parties to refrain from any further attacks.  
In a statement following the resumption of fighting in Bentiu, the Commission has made a particular call to the SPLA in the Opposition to respect commitments made in Addis Ababa and Arusha Tanzania.  
The statement signed by Commission Chairperson Lawrence Korbandy says once again the hopes of the people of South Sudan and the international community has been deliberately ignored.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has also sent out a message condemning the resumption of hostilities between the government and opposition forces.  

The Secretary-General calls upon President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar to cease immediately all military operations and reminds them of their obligation to protect civilians and respect international humanitarian law. 

A similar statement has been issued by the United States Department of State, condemning in the strongest terms the latest attacks by the opposition forces in and around Bentiu. 
The statement calls on both parties to ensure their forces refrain from further actions and cautions that no party should use the latest attacks as an excuse not to engage in the peace process and negotiations for a political transition.
Tributes have started coming in for the former Central Bank Governor.

Elijah Malok Aleng died at a Nairobi hospital on Thursday at the age of 77.

The cause of death has not been revealed.  

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual

Reech’s Report:
“Elijah Malok Aleng was born on 28 November 1937 in Baaidit, Bor South, in Jonglei State.  He originally comes from the Awulian clan of Twic East County, formerly known as Bor North.  Malok Aleng fought in the liberation war against the Khartoum government during the Anyanya One movement and was one of the founding members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). He had two masters degrees in Economics and was elected a Member of Parliament (MP) representing Bor North territorial constituency in the regional parliament of Sudan in May 1982.

The MP from Twic East, Deng Dau Deng, says Elijah Malok made a major contribution to the history of the country.

Deng: “Uncle Elijah was a liberator, a father and a leader. He sacrificed his time usefully. When he was youth he went to Anyanya One. He fought and he also helped shape the history of this country.”
Elijah Malok oversaw the launching of the South Sudan national currency. He was relieved from the governorship of the Central Bank in August 2011 and replaced with the current governor, Kornilio Koryom Mayiik. Aleng is survived by 13 children and grandchildren. His remains are expected in the country on Monday.
I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.
End Impunity Organization and the Union of Journalists in South Sudan have launched a campaign against impunity for crimes against journalists. 

The campaign comes ahead of the 1st International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Committed against Journalists.

Flora Wani is here with a report 

Flora Report: “The launch of the campaign in Juba was attended by civil society groups and journalists. Journalists, with support from UN cultural organization UNESCO have pledged to continue to advocate for press freedom. It comes as journalists prepare to mark the 1st International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Committed against Journalists, designated by the UN General Assembly on the 2nd of November every year. The Director of End impunity civil society organization Angelina Andrea said impunity against journalists is an obstacle to justice.
Angelina: “The Chairperson of the Union of Journalists of South Sudan, Oliver Modi, says there is a need for cooperation between media and security agencies.”
UNESCO Country representative Khalid Salah says the rights of journalists to be free of impunity are guaranteed by Article 19 of the UN human rights declaration.

South Sudan has been ranked this year by Reporters without Borders as one of the countries that do not guarantee rights to freedom of expression of Journalists.
I am Flora Ladu for Radio Miraya News.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Today is the deadline for all customs and clearing agents to streamline their businesses.

The customs office in the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning gave the agents till the 31st of this month to ensure they have valid licenses. 

Applications are available at the ministry at a cost of 500 SSP. 

A Director in the taxation department, Joshua Agwiet, says new conditions have been put in place to improve and develop the collection of non-oil revenues. 

Agwiet: “Old licenses are invalid by the 31st of this month and businessmen should reorganize their work. We have a form for new clearances. Any clearing agency is responsible for the good and businessman agent. This man is supposed to have an office and a bank account and should have a South Sudan nationality”.
The newly appointed Minister of Education in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State has pledged to prioritize building the capacity of teachers in order to provide quality education in schools.  

Valentino Achaak Deng, who took office two weeks ago, said recreational centres and conducive learning environments will promote quality education in the state. 

Deng: “We are going to equip our teachers with relevant with relevant knowledge so that they become capable of providing quality education in our schools. We may not be able to create thousands of good schools in the very near future but we can promise you as a government that we will create good learning centres for our counties, our payams and our communities one by one.”   

The Minister made the remarks during the closing ceremony of a two-day children conference on child rights sponsored by Save the Children International in Aweil Town.

A timber company in Central Equatoria State has gone to court over a logging contract in Lainya County. 

The Central Equatoria Teak Company in Lainya County argues that the Central Equatoria State government unlawfully terminated its contract in the Loka Teak Forest. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya has more in this report. 

Chaplain’s report:

The Central Equatoria Teak Company accuses the state government of signing an agreement with a new company, Rubena Ladu Import and Export Company, granting them full authorization to harvest timber in the Loka forest. The teak company says it has been served with a termination notice effective August this year, despite signing an agreement of 32 years with the National Ministry of Agriculture. The company’s director, Coco Fergusson, says they have taken the matter to court. 

Fergusson: “We have issued a request to the public prosecutor in Yei and we are still waiting for a reply. We signed a contract with the national government for 32 years and now a different authority is issuing a contract in complete contravention with the national government.  So we have never been allowed to harvest in Loka, despite building a nursery and yet without any public tender or notice, other companies are now allowed to come in without doing any planting and are now shipping two containers three containers a day.”

The Central Equatoria State Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Jacob K Lupai confirms they have entered into a 20-year agreement with a local company and has directed the Central Equatoria Teak Company to cease operations.

Lupai says an assessment established that the foreign company failed to perform its duties and its contract should therefore be terminated. 

Lupai: “The Central Equatoria Company signed an agreement with the national government way back in 2007, and this company has been operating with a number of problems from the communities so the central government formed a committee to go and investigate this company. So the committee came out with a very comprehensive report pointing out all the weaknesses of the company and recommended that their contract be terminated. We are ready to face the court with this company.”

The Director of Rubena Ladu Import and Export Company says the case is being referred from Yei River County to Juba. In the meantime Rubena Ladu continues operations in the forest.

I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news.

In regional news
At least 10 people have been killed and 60 injured in protests against Burkina Faso President Blaise Compoare. 
The army has imposed a state of emergency and a curfew has been put in place after protestors set the national Parliament building on fire. 

The opposition-led protestors are against plans to allow President Compaore to extend his 27-year-rule when his term of office expires in November next year. 

He now says he will stay in power for a year under a transitional government, and will hand over power once the transitional government has completed its 12-month term.
And in sports
Samuel Pawon is here with more

Pawon sports update:
In the ongoing governor’s football tournament in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State, Young Stars FC defeated Liberty 2-nil last evening at Torit West playground while at the Torit Freedom Square, Super Eagle FC got three free points after Imatong  FC did not turn up.  In the Division One football championship, in Yambio Freedom Boys won its match against Ekwa team 3-1 at the Budway Stadium. In today’s matches, Young Generation FC takes on Rabita at Torit West and Volcano plays Red Bull at Freedom Square, while in Yambio Mokongo United takes on Rhino FC at Budway Stadium.
I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.
To end the news, once again the main stories. 

· African Union called on to take stronger action against warring factions
· Former Central Bank Governor is dead

· Customs and clearing agents face deadline to streamline their businesses
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Agole Alex.
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