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Good Evening, it’s 5 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Government clarifies on position of Non-African actors in the peace process. 

· Private sector to work with government to ease shortages. 

AND

· Monthly report indicates high crime rates in Rumbek town.  

The government has reiterated its position that Non-African actors involved in the IGAD peace process should maintain their position as observers. 

The government recently questioned the make-up of a wider framework proposed for the next round of talks, to bring together other African countries, the United Nations as well as China, the European Union and the TROIKA states of the United Kingdom, the United States and Norway.

Information Minister, Michael Makuei was recently quoted as saying the non-African actors have been pushing for sanctions and should not be involved in direct negotiations.  

He insists they should be retained as observers.  

Clip…………….. Makuei talks 1

“The current status of those non- African actors as observers is appropriate and should be retained, any non-African actor they should continue where they are playing their role as facilitators as observers they should not change their status as mediators we are not sending them away as stated by some media houses, but we are saying if there is any non- African actor that actor should continue in the current position they should not change to mediators”   

Meanwhile Makuei cautioned opposition parties in the country to refrain from agitating the public and the International community against the government. 

Clip………………Makuei opposition 2

“This Minority Opposition which is now coming up and now becoming a nuisance to us, the chairman of the so called Opposition held a conference and in the conference   he made very serious statements agitating, if you are in the Opposition don’t agitate the public that’s one don’t agitate the international community against the government I am afraid these Opposition have lost direction it seems that the Opposition don’t even know what is public interest, what is a national interest and what is a national security this is a clear case of anarchy and this is not acceptable” 

Political parties held a press conference earlier this week, criticizing Parliament’s decision to extend the terms of office of the President and all elected officials.  
The government and private sector are joining efforts to ensure states experiencing food shortages get supplies.

The Undersecretary in the ministry of commerce Simon Nyang Anei, says the government is planning to provide transport to the traders to help them take essential goods to those areas. Anei says the plans which start next week, targets six states.

Clip………………… Simon Nyang Anei 3

“Our community business community or the private sector is going to provide goods in the market ,so that one we sat with the private sector and is ready now in our plan and we will start next week so we are going to transport the goods to Jonglei states like bor and also Unity state,lakes state,warrap, northern Bahr el Ghazal and western Bahr el ghazal state. So six state we are going to target them starting from next week”

Meanwhile the Director General in the ministry of commerce, Stephen Doctor Matatia outlines some of the factors draining the countries hard currency. These include dependency on imported goods, treatment and studies abroad. Matatia encouraged the citizens to increase local production.

Clip……………… Stephen Doctor Matatia 4

“There must be stability ,peace and security all must go to their respective places all must sit down to produce ,we must produce because economy or trade litter is actually bases on comparative advantages, comparative advantages means that there are goods which we produce them here in South Sudan ,there are  those which we can’t produce them here ,we can now influence them or  buy them from somewhere the neighboring countries but those goods which we can qualify to produce them due to our climatic conditions I think  let us produce them here so that we don’t  buy everything hata girgir,muksasa wala basal all from neighbouring countries. 

UN Peacekeepers remain deployed in Malakal town, following yesterday’s clashes between youth in Akoka, northeast of Malakal. 

The peacekeepers are positioned at a small base within Malakal town, that was set up by the UN Mission last month, to improve the security and assist the displaced population to return to their homes. 

There were reports that several people rushed to the UN protection of civilian site following the clashes between the youth. 

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says many of the people rushing to the camp, were already in the camp before yesterday’s clashes.  

Clip………………………Ariane 5

“Those are mostly people that work in Malakal during the day but do seek safety at the UNMISS compound in the evening, in fact we don’t think there are not that many new civilians that would have come following the tension,  because as those people were making their way and entering the UNMISS compound, our people on the scene could tell that these people knew exactly where they lived, they had a place and arrangements, so they were not new people to the PoC, they were people who were already there.  

Malakal Protection of Civilian site over 20-thousand IDPs. Meanwhile Upper Nile state authorities are trying to establish what sparked off the fighting between the youth of the Dinka and Shilluk ethnic groups.  

A Police report from Lakes States indicates high rates of crime committed in Rumbek town over the past month.  

According to the report, 12 cases of murder, 10 cases of rape and 36 incidents related to personal attacks were recorded within the month of March.  

Lakes State Police commissioner, Isaac Mayoum Gop says revenge attacks are more common in areas outside Rumbek town.  

Gop reports that two youth were killed in the latest attack. He explains what happened.  

Clip……………………..Mayoum Gop crime 6

“This issue of revenge is a non-stop activity from youth side, I heard that they people went up to Luak-chok, Luak Makuer gol and they killed two youth , the burnt all the tukuls around place of Spirit leader and then the left the place and I don’t know actually the name of the people from which area is not clear until to be just reported by security personnel , we cannot say this is from this section and from that section because we can give reality in the ground , not to accused on somebody you did not get any evidence of being committed the crime.

In a separate development, a car has been burnt in a road ambush along the Yirol-Awerial road. 

 Police commissioner, Isaac Mayoum Gop says the attackers stopped the car and looted the personal belongings of the passengers. 

 The driver identified as a foreign national, and all the passengers managed to escape before the car was burnt.  

Clip………………..Mayoum Gop ambush 7

“I got this report of gang who ambushed the car between Yriol and Aliab road, the looted the car according to the report, after looting the car, the burnt the car and we don’t know why that nature of crime appeared is not been here before of burning cars, so the police CID and our security apparatus are working hard to identify that type of criminals who begin to burn cars”

                                   You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Parliament says it will ensure that a loan of 500 million dollars requested from the Qatari bank is used for the right purpose.  

The National Legislative Assembly recently cleared the government to apply for the loan, to finance developmental projects.  

This is after the ongoing conflict crippled oil production, which is the country’s main source of revenue.  

Chairperson of the Information committee in Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu says if secured, the money will go towards development and social service sectors.

Clip……………………………………Kundu 8
“I would like to make it clear to the listener that this money is borrowed to finance development projects and rendering of services to our people.  We have roads and airports to be constructed and also the services that are supposed to be rendered to the people – so this money alone is meagre, because war has devastated the production area.  When peace is attained and there is stability in the country, eventually all the projects will be operating and production of the oil and non-oil revenue will also be fully utilized by the country and that money will be recovered and reimbursed. Any money borrowed is not for the war.  

The Western Bahr el Ghazal Council of Ministers has approved an amendment to the state transitional constitution, extending the terms of the State Legislative Assembly and the Governor by three years. 

The amendment prolonging the terms of office from July 2015 to July 2018, comes after the Elections Commission announced this week that extensions recently approved by the National Legislature also apply to State governments.  

Angelo Taban, Western Bahr el Ghazal State Minister of local Government, also Chairman of the constitutional amendment committee, says this was done to avoid a power vacuum. 

Clip……..Angelo Taban 9
“Article sixty two gives right to the legislative Assembly to amend the constitution if necessary. The mandate or tenure of governor’s office and state assembly is extended from 2015 to 2018. On behalf of the committee, we were able to present the document to the council of ministers the day before yesterday. The council of ministers approved it and is awaiting submission to the state assembly”.

And in regional news, at least 14 people, including students are confirmed dead and about 30 others injured, after gunmen stormed a university in north-eastern Kenya.  

The attackers, wearing masks raided Garissa University, near the border with Somalia, and fired indiscriminately. 

Kenyan troops have surrounded the campus and are engaging the gunmen.

Militant Islamist group al-Shabab has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

A spokesperson for the militant group says Muslims and non-Muslim hostages were separated, and 15 of the Muslim were freed.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· Government clarifies on position of Non-African actors in the peace process. 

· Private sector to work with government to ease shortages. 

AND

· Monthly report indicates high crime rates in Rumbek town.  
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