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Good afternoon, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines

· 150 killed in Rumbek cattle raid

· South Sudanese urged to learn lessons of reconciliation from Rwandan genocide
· WHO donates 10 ambulances to strengthen maternal health services
More than 150 people have been killed and 60 wounded in cattle raids near Rumbek North in Lakes State. 

The raids occurred on Sunday when an unknown group attacked four camps, stealing thousands of head of cattle. Five hundred head of cattle are still missing.

State Security Advisor Marial Amoum Malek says four cattle camps were attacked by suspected armed groups from Unity State. 

Malek: “From both sides, those who lost their lives are 157 in total, Rumbek North 25, Unity State 132, which makes 157. The wounded on the other side is not clear, but on the side of Rumbek North, it is 62. And 500 head of cattle have not been recovered, so it is a huge loss. The rest are still moving in the forest because they do not know the direction to go, so the number may increase at any time.”
Also in Lakes State, a traditional spiritual hut was destroyed in Rumbek Centre on Monday night. The hut was more than 90 years old and was used for traditional sacrificial ceremonies and was a well-known sanctuary for SPLA soldiers during the war with Sudan.  The Commissioner of Rumbek Central County, Mawet Emmanue, has travelled to the area to deploy extra security to protect the remains of the temple.
Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin says the people of South Sudan have a lot to learn from Rwanda’s experience of the 1994 genocide.  

Marial was speaking at an event to mark 21 years since the genocide that saw the massacre of some 800,000 Rwandans, which was about 20% of the country’s population.  

He said the people of South Sudan should draw from the Rwandan experiences of reconciliation and rebuilding of the country.  

Marial: “And indeed to the solidarity between the Republic of Rwanda and Republic of South Sudan, you have taught us what do you do with orphans, what do you do with widows, what do you do with those who are left behind, what do you do with your enemies, what do you do with those who kill. These are great lessons. I am happy your force commander, who is here, the contingent commander, Lt  Colonel John Muguny,  of the wonderful work he is doing to represent Rwanda’s battalion and leading the commanders. So my good friends who are standing there you are welcome in this country because you are contributing and saving life in this country, learning from each other and also making sure that … protection of civilians and many other things is a novel duty that you can do.”

The commemoration was organized by Rwandan peacekeepers at the UN Mission in Juba.  Speaking at the event, the Chairperson of the Rwandan Community in Juba, Geoffrey Ngiru-won-sanga said the people of Rwanda have found a way of dealing with the past.

Ngiruwonsanga: “We cannot dwell on this history. I called it nasty. It is a nasty history. Unfortunately we cannot erase it but as the people of Rwanda we have found a way of getting out of it. Why? Because the gravity with which genocide was done left Rwanda almost with nothing but problems. Rwandans who were killed left orphans. The able men were killed and they left the old women who were helpless. We commutate so that we return dignity to the people that were killed without giving them dignity.”

The National Ministry of Health has received a donation of 10 ambulances from the World Health Organization, to strengthen maternal health services. 

The ambulances will be deployed to different parts of the country, to transport mothers to health facilities. 

Speaking during the handover ceremony, WHO Country Director Tarande Manzila said the Health Organization has also provided more than 200 bicycles.

Tarande: “We are today handing over 10 of the 12 ambulances that were received early this year to reduce the delay between referral from mothers to health facilities in the country. WHO will be also handing over 288 bicycles, which also will be provided today. We would like to state that one Toyota Land Cruiser and 64 bicycles and three motorbikes will be donated to Central Equatoria State, the Eastern Equatoria State with six bicycles, four bicycles to the Northern Bahr- El- Ghazal, 18 bicycles to the Western Bahr- El- Ghazal,  and 21 bicycles to the Western Equatoria State.”

While receiving the ambulances, the Undersecretary in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Makur Matur Koriom, said the vehicles will be distributed to three states and the Greater Pibor Administrative Area.

Matur: “The ambulances are meant to strengthen health systems within Juba County and another three states -- Lakes, Jonglei, Western Equatoria State and the Greater Pibor. Those ambulances will be connected to a system that works together with the 777 of the emergency police and also the main hospital that when there are casualties in those areas the ambulances pick them and rush them to the hospital. We are giving ourselves a maximum of 30 minutes to get the injured from point A to point B and point B in this case will be the health facilities.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Celebrations have been held to commemorate World Health Day.  The theme for the day is “from farm to plate…make food safe”. 

During celebrations in Juba, the Central Equatoria State Minister for Health, Felix Lado, said food safety awareness campaigns will be conducted in Juba throughout the week.

Lado: “A team composed of the Ministry of Health, Juba City Council and Munuki Payam, with support from WHO, has organized a food safety awareness campaign to alert the public about the importance of food safety to ensure that everyone can feel confident that the food on their plate is safe to eat. The team will conduct food inspections and it will hold public awareness, even in Munuki, to create awareness on food safety, targeting food vendors and consumers.”

Meanwhile the country director for the World Health Organization, Dr. Tarande Manzila, urged food handlers and consumers to adopt basic hygiene practices when preparing or consuming food.  

Manzila: “Everyone has a role to play in making food safe and I urge for handlers and consumers to be familiar with common food hazards and handle and prepare food safely. Food can become contaminated at any point of production and distribution. There is an urgent need for all food handlers and consumers so as to understand the importance of adopting basic hygiene practices when buying, selling, preparing food to protect their health and the health of the wider communities.”

Communities whose property was destroyed in a wildfire in Ezo County, Western Equatoria State, have received relief items from UN refugee agency UNHCR.  

A total of 661 families, which is nearly 3,000 individuals, have received plastic sheets, tents, jerry cans, mats, soap and sanitary kits to help the victims start a new life. 

 The beneficiaries include the host communities in Nandi payam and refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The fire, which broke out in February, engulfed the four payams of Naandi, Mangbangauo, Degere and Diabio in Ezo County, destroying homes, personal items and gardens.
Authorities in the Western Bahr el Ghazal State government have distanced themselves from an apparent crisis in the state assembly that led to the impeachment of the former speaker. 

The state assembly passed a vote of no confidence against Andrea Mayar Acho in February, accusing him of persistent absenteeism and improper management of state assembly affairs.  

He has since filed a case in the constitutional court in Juba, challenging his removal.  

The state information minister, Mary Karlino, says the Governor and state government did not play any role in the impeachment.  

Karlino: “Regarding the vote of no confidence against the speaker, and appointment of heads of committees in the assembly, it’s the responsibility of the members. Whenever they feel like there is a necessity of change in the leadership of the assembly the governor has no right of interference. Thus, we see that the six points presented before the court is a concern of the state Legislative Assembly. The governor has no right to vest himself on the constitution. ”
And in regional news
Thousands of people have demonstrated in Kenya’s northeastern town of Garissa, to condemn last week’s attack by Al-Shabab militants on the town’s university. 

Residents chanted anti Al-Shabab slogans and expressed their strongest anger towards Thursday’s attack at the Garissa University that left 148 people dead.

 About 2,500 protestors, both Muslims and Christians, took part in the demonstration. 

Similar protests were held in the capital Nairobi, where demonstrators demanded more security.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· 150 killed in Rumbek cattle raid 

· South Sudanese urged to learn lessons of reconciliation from Rwandan genocide  

· WHO donates 10 ambulances to strengthen maternal health services 
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