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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Investigations launched into fire outbreak at Justice Ministry in Juba 

· Security team travels to scene of aerial bombardment in Raja, WBeG
· UNMISS protection site in Malakal receives influx of 4,500 additional IDPs
A committee has been formed to investigate a fire that burnt the Ministry of Justice offices in Juba. 

The fire that broke out last evening destroyed three prefabricated offices within the Ministry premises.  There have been no reports of casualties.  

Justice Minister Paulino Wonowila confirms the incident and says he cannot rule out arson or any deliberate attempt.  

Paulino: “You will never ever  rule  out people suspecting something might have  been done willfully in order to hide some   evidence, but it depended against what kind of evidence we are talking about, because confidently there are no financial  documents  damaged … until we discover whether  somebody caused this or actually  it was an accident.”

A security team has been dispatched to the scene of an aerial attack in Raja County, Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The team was sent by Raja County commissioner James Benjamin to establish the damage caused by an aerial bombardment.  

Western Bahr el Ghazal State Information Minister Mary Karlino says more than 20 bombs were dropped in a civilian area of Daleba payam.  

Karlino accuses the Khartoum government of carrying out the attack.  
The minister says the attack took place on Tuesday afternoon.
Karlino: “At around one thirty, two pm, an air force from the government of Sudan attacked the Headquarter of Daleba Payam in Raja County with 24 bombs. According to the report of the commissioner of Raja County, the Sudanese air forces are still flying over the place. The SPLA present in Raja were unable to go and assess the damage because of the security situation. We as the government of WBGS condemn the continuation of bombs in Raja from time to time.”

The Sudanese army is yet to respond to the accusations. 
More than 50 students have left for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, this afternoon, for a four-year program in different fields of study. 

While seeing off the students at Juba International Airport, the Director General for External Training in the Ministry of Education, Benjamin Gabriel Apai, said the students be enrolled for vocational courses. 

Apai: “Today we are sending 54 students to do TEVET program. TEVET is Technical Vocational and Education training, so it’s things to do with vocational training. And they will go there for a four years. It’s a bachelor degree program. These students were selected through the national scholarship committee, which was able to select the best students. Now we have almost finished with all the batches, with the exception of students who are supposed to go to Egypt. Their admission came a little bit late. Hopefully the last of August  or the first week of September the students who are going to Egypt will travel.”

The UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile State, has received an influx of 4,500 people seeking safety.  

The new arrivals follow recent inter-ethnic clashes in the Fashoda-Akoka area, bringing the number of IDPs in the Malakal site to close to 26,000.  

UNMISS Acting State Coordinator in Upper Nile Hastings Amurani Phiri says the displaced persons, mostly women and children, are being accommodated in the camp. 

Phiri says security has been beefed up at the civilian site.

Phiri: “I think what triggered the flood to the protection of civilian site was when the clashes happened in Fashoda-Akoka are. This may influence clashes again in Malakal town between Dinka and Shilluk and it raised a lot of panic and apprehension among the civilians.”

Meanwhile, work is under way to extend the protection site and improve the drainage in Malakal and Bentiu . With the onset of the rainy season. Derk Segaar, responsible for management of the protection of civilians’ sites, says IDPs in flood prone areas will be moved to better locations.

Segaar: “Very large construction projects … have been taking place … In Malakal we are almost ready and we hope to move those who  are still in flood-prone areas to move into this new POC area this month in April ,hopefully just before the rains reach Malakal. And in Bentiu we are racing against time to get a very large new site as well  with very good drainage as well and we hope to be ready be ready towards the end of April with the site and then move IDPs who were  very much in  flood conditions last year, to  move them in to this new site in May.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says many more qualified national staff is needed to respond to the current humanitarian crisis in South Sudan.  

Vincent Lelei, head of OCHA in South Sudan, says last year NGO’s hired more than 15,000 staff from inside South Sudan, but there is still a high demand for more local staff with local knowledge and experience. 

Lelei: “Last year and the year before, for example, we estimated that the NGO’s in South Sudan recruited over 90% of their staffing from the local population. About 15,000 people, and about 1,000 people who are from outside South Sudan. These 16,000 is not enough. We need far more qualified persons in all sectors where response is required. Take for example education, we do not have enough primary school teachers for emergency response, even in the IDP camps.”
The organization is also calling on all warring parties to allow the free movement of the population so that communities can cultivate food crops, fish and tend to livestock. 

Lelei: “They have to move from their houses to where the fields are, to the river to fish, and take their livestock to where the grass is. They have to move from their houses to go and identify where they can get something where they can improve their livelihoods. When the rains come, in particular. We urge all those who are concerned to enable populations to freely move so that they rely much much less on those who provide assistance and therefor depend on themselves to survive.”
Preparations are underway to repair a broken dyke in Twic East County of Jonglei State. 

The authorities in the County say they need 375,000 pounds to fix a 20-km stretch of the broken barrier. 

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurukuch says the dyke will need to be in place soon - to prevent floods when the rainy season sets in. 

 Jurukuch also says repairs of the main road from Panyagor to Pakeer are in progress. 

Akoi: “The rain that we are receiving here is not too much that will prevent us from grading the road, and of course we have just started. We have just one machine, which is the grader. But there are broken parts of the dyke that is almost twenty kilos. We have a proposal of 375,000 South Sudanese pounds to repair those twenty kilos.” 
And in regional news
Some 14 civilians have been killed and 18 injured in an aerial bombardment in Sudan’s Western Darfur region.  

The joint UN and African Union Mission, UNAMID, confirms that 10 bombs were dropped in Rowata, located in Central Darfur.  

The peacekeepers say the attacks appeared to have been carried out by Sudanese warplanes that have in the past attacked rebel positions in the area. 

The UN Spokespersons office says the attack was on the 1st of April but has only been made public because of lack of access to the area.  

A verification patrol has since been dispatched to Rowata. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Investigations launched into fire outbreak at Justice Ministry in Juba 

· Security team travels to scene of aerial bombardment in Raja, WBeG

· UNMISS protection site in Malakal receives influx of 4,500 additional IDPs
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