	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Friday, April 10, 2015



Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Khartoum denies bombing South Sudanese territory

· Opposition politician says he was tortured and detained for one week 

· New water points unveiled for communities in Gok Machar, NBeG state 

Sudan has denied conducting aerial bombardments in South Sudan territory. 

The Juba government accuses Khartoum of carrying out attacks in Northern and Western Bar el Ghazal states on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, the Deputy Head of Mission of Sudan’s Embassy in Juba, Ambassador  Magdi Ahmed Mofadal, said the only solution to those accusations between the two countries is to implement the cooperation agreements signed in 2012.

Mofada: “The spokesperson of Sudan’s  army, Col. Al- Swarmi Khalid Saad, denied any movement of SAF outside Sudan’s airspace. In the … the Cooperation Agreement signed in 2012 in security arrangements that the two countries should concord on the mechanisms to address the security issues. The main mechanism is the Common Security and Political Mechanism chaired by the two defense ministers in the two countries. We hope for the activation of these mechanisms because Sudan has its concerns in the security area.”     

An analyst says the recent bombings could be linked to the upcoming elections in Sudan.  

Abraham Awolich, a senior analyst with the Sudd Institute in Juba, says this week’s aerial attacks in Western and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states could be a tactic by the government of President Omar al Bashir to win the popularity of voters.

Awolich: “The narrative in Khartoum would be that South Sudan is supporting rebellion and then they are bombing rebel bases in our territory. That is the narrative on the side of Khartoum.  So it would create an impression on voters in Sudan that South Sudan is still an enemy number 1 and Bashir is the only one who knows how to deal with them, so keeping them in power is a sure way of keeping the security in Sudan. This is the narrative of the National Congress Party.  But on our side, how can our people continue to be terrorized by a country that we do not consider an enemy state? So something needs to be done to get the war planes from terrorizing our populations.”
Meanwhile, as Sudan prepares to vote in Presidential elections on Monday, Ambassador Magdi Ahmed Mofadal says there will not be any polling stations in South Sudan for Sudanese citizens to cast their vote.  

Ambassador Mofadal  says seven centers have been opened abroad in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, London and Brussels.  

Mofadal:  “Sudan’s National Elections Commission decided maybe for security reasons; for example, in Libya no voting centers established and also in South Sudan this might be the reason, because of security. The preparations according to information available are set, around 20,000 national observers and a number of regional bodies on top of them  -- the African Union , Arab League , IGAD, International Conference on the Great Lakes  and  the COMESA , all of them sent International observers fort the general elections.”   

The Ambassador says preparations are in place for the voting, which starts Monday and ends Wednesday. 

Eleven candidates, including one female, are standing against President Omar al Bashir, who is widely expected to extend his 25-year rule. 

The country’s main opposition parties are boycotting the elections and European Union observers say the vote cannot produce a "credible" result.

 Questions are being raised about insecurity in Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile states and recently the SPLM-North rebel group also claimed to have intercepted ballot boxes that were destined for South Kordofan.  

The leader of the People’s Liberal Party, PLP, has reappeared, following his disappearance last week.  

Peter Mayen Majondit says he was picked up from his house by two men in a black V8 Land Cruiser vehicle, and blindfolded.   

Majondit told Radio Miraya he was held for one week at an unknown location.   

He says he was detained for being critical about the government. 

Majondit: “They said I have to stop advocating for accountability. They say PLP should only focus on reconciliation and peace and should not talk about somebody to be accountable for 15 December crisis. Two, they say I should not advocate for/against any corruption issues that are happening. They also said the party is a rebel party, asking why we oppose the extension of the government in office.  They also said I should not talk to the media and also threatened to close the PLP party down and strike it as a ‘rebel party’ in the system.”

The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny has denied any involvement of the President’s office in the alleged arrest. 

Ateny says Majondit did not say anything that would warrant his arrest. 

Ateny: “President Salva Kiir should be understood by the people of South Sudan as somebody who doesn’t seek to arrest anybody. The same gentleman you are talking about is from the president’s home of Warrap State and what he said he was only challenging the constitutional mandate that the parliament has given to the lifespan of the government and he did not say anything more than any other person who has criticized the President or the government previously.  If that person was really arrested, it might have been a coincidence because the President did not give orders to whoever arrested him.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

A new report released shows there is steady progress in achieving universal primary enrolment by 2015.

 According to the report, there was a 40% increase in school enrollments globally between 1999 and 2012. 

The report is a follow up to a resolution reached by global leaders in the year 2000 to reach six education goals by 2015. 

South Sudan, however, is highlighted as one of the countries not performing well in areas of enrolment and quality of education.  

While receiving the report in Juba, Education Minister John Gai said the government is making progress towards addressing the challenges.  

Gai: “South Sudan for the first time wrote its report in the six goals. That alone is an achievement, for us to have a report which is taken to the international level. The second part of it is that report, if reflected in the bigger report, because when you are not there it is like you are not anywhere in the world. And I don’t want you to think about the one before the last. What it simply signifies is not all the countries of the world but these are the countries that did not perform. For me and my team we saw the end already so we are happy, because what we are doing we have already done. We need to improve the teachers training so that we have quality. We are opening all the teachers training institutes.  

Richard Arden is a Senior Education Advisor working with the Department for International Development, DFID.  He says partners will continue to support South Sudan in key areas.  

Arden: “Partners are also to support the Goal on teaching and learning. Goal number 6 is being addressed and we hope perhaps in the next five years this would be a major challenges that can be overcome. We hope that the issues of teachers would be addressed as they are vital for learning here. We have so many teachers here that are not yet in school teaching regularly. We don’t have a professional cadre, and this is a major impact, because getting kids into school is only part of the equation. Getting them leave to schools with good exams results and learning that would take them up the ladder is a really important part of the equation. If you don’t get that right then some of our efforts of inclusion will not be successful.”

Two boreholes and a new water plant have been unveiled for the communities of Gok Machar, in Aweil North County of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The boreholes and water yard were constructed with support from the UN Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS.  

The State Minister of Water and Irrigation, Bona Makuac Mawien, says the water points will reduce cases of waterborne diseases in the county.

Mawien: “I want to use this opportunity to register a vote of thanks to UN’s UNMISS in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, specially the UN-HABITAT because they have provided funds so that the water distribution system is carried out successfully as it is now. And another vote of thanks is to Pan Aweil CBO -- that is a community based organization. They implemented this project successfully and also another thanks and congratulations to the masses of people of the entire Gok Machar.”

Keikura Braima, the UNMISS team Leader for the Return, Reintegration and Protection Section in Aweil, assured the people of Gok Machar of continued support from the UN Mission.

Braima: “This is possible because there is peace in the community. So the message we want to send (is that) UNMISS is here to work with the community people to ensure that services like this you know water is very important. They say who brings water, brings life. So UNMISS is here to bring life to the people of South Sudan through the support in the provision of water to the community. If you work together to ensure that there is peace in your community, UNMISS will work in collaboration with other implementing partners UN Habitat, like UNICEF, like AWODA to insure that those services are needed to build up your community is supported and is given.”

In foreign news
The United Nations has launched an appeal for 174 million US dollars to support refugees who have fled attacks by Boko Haram Islamist militants in Nigeria.  

The appeal was launched jointly by UN agencies to provide food, shelter and basic services. 
The U.N. expects numbers of people crossing into neighboring Chad, Niger and Cameroun has reached 192,000 and could get to 240,000 by the end of this year. 

 Boko Haram fighters have killed thousands of people in their six-year bid to create an Islamist emirate in northeastern Nigeria.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again. 
· Khartoum denies bombing South Sudanese territory

· Opposition politician says he was tortured and detained for one week 

· New water points unveiled for communities in Gok Machar, NBeG state 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo.  Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
2

