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Good morning. It’s 11 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Sudan deploys heavy security at the border as country holds elections
· Government and stakeholders to meet over escalating commodity prices
· Thousands of IDPs settled in Leer in need of humanitarian assistance

Sudan has tightened security along its borders as the country holds presidential and parliamentary elections today.   
The restrictions have affected the importation of commodities from Sudan into South Sudan.  
A few weeks ago authorities in Western Bahr el Ghazal said the closure of the road was partly to blame for shortages and increased prices of commodities in the markets.  
The Deputy head of Mission of Sudan’s Embassy in Juba, Ambassador  Magdi Ahmed Mofadal,  says the action is necessary, to ensure a safe voting process in Sudan’s border states.

Mofadal: “Some factions of Sudanese rebel groups announced and did some practical actions obstructing holding the elections. That’s why some security measures had been taken to conduct these elections in border states, and it’s a temporary measure. But the ideal solution to border issues is to implement the security arrangements agreement , because it’s the agreement for the border opening. If the border opens, then the trade will flow naturally between the two countries through Nile transportation, railway, roads or by air.”
Voting in Sudan’s election ends on Wednesday and 16 candidates, including President Omar al-Bashir are contesting in the election. 
Almost all the opposition parties are boycotting the polls, leaving Bashir and his National Congress Party (NCP) in favour of winning an overwhelming majority.
The African Union has deployed a team of observers to Sudan to monitor the country’s elections. 
The 20-man team led by former Nigerian President Olusengun Obasanjo will monitor and observe the voting and counting process in Sudan’s 7 states.  
The observers have been drawn from 14 African countries, representing institutions such as the Pan-African Parliament, Election Management Bodies and Civil Society Organizations.  

The government is to meet with stakeholders to establish the causes of the high inflation and skyrocketing prices. 

Cabinet in its regular meeting last week resolved that a workshop be held to come up with possible ways of controlling the escalating prices. 
Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the workshop will be held in the next two weeks. 

Makuei: “A workshop will be held within two weeks from now, a workshop that will be attended by all the stakeholders so that we study the actual root causes of this inflation, the actual root causes of all these high prices so that we sit down, study and come up with a  final solutions to all these problems. Our people have suffered a great deal. It is the duty of the government to ensure that our people are not looted.”

Meanwhile Makuei also said all Ministries have been directed to come up with three- year work plans to run over the extended period of the government’s mandate.

Makuei says each ministry has been asked to come up with three to five priorities which they hope to focus on till 2018.  

Makuei: “The Minister of Cabinet Affairs requested the Ministers to come up with three to five points as development plans for the three years that have been extended by the national government. Each ministry will go and pick the most important within his plan of action and he will make sure that the ones that are brought are projects that can be implemented bearing in mind our current economic situation. So it is the Ministry that will prioritize, priorities of the priorities is what will constitute the policies of the government during the three years  period.”

The Central Equatoria State Ministry of Finance is finalizing a cleanup exercise of the government payroll. 

The exercise involves getting rid of the names of people who have died, have left service or are absent from work without authorization.  

State Finance Minister Juma David Augustine says several names have been discovered and will be forwarded to the State anti-corruption commission for action.  

David payroll: “The state government took it serious to clean this payroll and we are finalizing our report.  It is very unfortunate that there is a very strong culture of impunity in this country and the establishment of an anti-corruption commission has not begun today. It began years back and if you ask this commission how many people it has prosecuted following the gross malpractices in this country by some individuals even when we have justification, it leaves us to wonder what we want to do for ourselves. But this does not mean that we are not going to do something, even as I speak to you now we have individuals behind bars”.

The state Finance Minister has also revealed that the state government has resorted to buying dollars off the black market to finance its projects. 

Over the past weeks there has been a noted shortage of dollars in commercial banks, forcing many to resort to unofficial channels of acquiring the hard currency. 

By close of business last week, exchange rates on the streets had reached 7.4 South Sudanese pounds per US dollar.  

Juma David Augustine told Radio Miraya that buying money from the black market is necessary to keep state programs running.  

He says the development should not be surprising.

David: “Why would you be surprised? You don’t need to be surprised because it is a national crisis. We have this issue affecting all of us and to keep our programs running, then we must find ways of accessing dollars. I think the easiest way of getting dollars is from the black market, which is very unfortunate. What do we do? Do we close our doors because we cannot access dollars from the Central Bank?” 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Leer County of Unity State are in need of humanitarian assistance.  

The IDPs fled violence in parts of Bentiu, Malakal and Ayod and have been settled with host communities since the conflict broke out in December 2013. 

The Coordinator of the Relief and Rehabilitation office in Leer, John Nhial Chath, is asking humanitarian agencies to provide relief. 

Chath: “We have received 7,896. These are IDPS who came  last year 2014 and 2015 this number of IDPS are in Leer town and they have been hosted by host community. So we are still requesting any assistance, any organization willing to assist this number of IDPS is highly welcome.”
A peace conference called by the Mundari community concludes today in Terekeka County of Central Equatoria State.  

The objective of the conference is to improve neighborly relations, and come up with practical ways for the local government to mitigate conflict. 

While opening the meeting over the weekend, CES Governor, also member of the Mundari community, Clement Wani Konga, instructed security authorities to implement a Presidential directive directing all nomadic pastoralists from the Mundari community not to enter other counties with their animals. 

Secretary of the high technical organizing committee Maring Samuel says there has been a positive response from the participants.

Samuel: “The response is very great, and it is hoped that there is a will and where there is a will there is a way. And also, the Chairperson of the Mundari community, who is also the Governor of CES, is present at this meeting. He even gave  some resolutions.  He ordered the garrison commander to stop cattle of the Mundari which are going towards Juba direction not to go any more, not only Juba County but also neighboring areas, especially Mundri East, and the rest of the surrounding counties, so people do not destroy other people’s crops”. 
The three-day meeting has drawn members of the Mundari community as well as participants from neighboring Lakes and Western Equatoria states. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, the ICRC, says proper screening methods are needed to prevent the spread of diseases in prisons. 
The ICRC has just completed a hygiene and disinfection campaign in Wau Central Prison in WBeG, after more than 200 cases of scabies were reported among the inmates.  
The ICRC Field Delegate in Wau, Nancy Hamad, says as part of the campaign 400 inmates received treatment and the prison cells were cleaned and disinfected.  
Hamad stresses the importance of having new inmates screened and isolation areas set up for infected prisoners.
Hamad: “It is very important in the places of detention in general to have an isolation room or a ward to separate prisoners with contagious diseases in order to avoid the spread of the disease to the whole population and of course another important factor is to ensure a satisfactory and minimum hygiene in the prison is also very important and this is of course to limit as much as possible overcrowding in the prison.”

Scabies is a highly contagious parasitic disease. 
Prison populations are said to be at risk due to overcrowding and poor hygiene conditions.

In regional news
At least one student died and 100 others were injured in a stampede at a university in Kenya.  

The students of Nairobi University’s Kikuyu campus mistook a blast from an electricity transformer for a terrorist attack, and jumped out of hostel windows early on Sunday morning.  

Tensions are high among students after an Islamist attack on a Kenyan college 10 days ago which left 148 dead.
And in sports
In local sports, At-Labara FC were crowned champions of the South Sudan local cup tournament in Juba last evening after a 1-nil win over Nasir FC at Juba stadium. 

In Unity State, Rombiar FC beat Black Star 10-9 on penalties after regular time ended in a goalless draw. 
In Lainya County, in Central Equatoria State, Fly Eagle emerged champs after beating Mankero 2-1 at Freedom Square, while in Western Equatoria, Villa United FC emerged state champs after beating Nile City 4-3 on penalties yesterday at Gbudue stadium. 
The game ended 1-1 at a normal time. The winners from each state will face each other in a national competition in Juba and Wau.  
A date for the competition will be announced after all state competitions have been completed.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Sudan deploys heavy security at the border as country holds elections
· Government and stakeholders to meet over escalating commodity prices
· Thousands of IDPs settled in Leer in need of humanitarian assistance

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo.  Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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