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Good evening. It’s five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.

The Headlines:

· Government lodges formal protest against bombings in Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal States 

· Three security officers killed in Juba shoot out
· Lakes State receives 200 metric tons of food commodities to ease shortages on the market 
The Foreign Affairs Ministry has lodged a formal protest against last week’s bombings in Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal States. 

The South Sudan government accuses the Khartoum government of being behind the aerial attacks carried out on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Ariik Ako says the protest was handed to Sudan’s Charge d’Affaires in Juba Maggid Ahmed Muffadlah. Mawien says 

Mawien Ariik Ako: “We called him as a Ministry and gave him a protest of the report of the bombing that happened last week. It has been confirmed that Sudan is behind it and we are telling the Ambassador here that the government of South Sudan is real unhappy to what had gone on that killed and injured people inside South Sudan. We are hoping that the protest letter which we have given today is going to address the issues that are supposed to be avoided between the two countries and I think the Ambassador of Sudan is fully aware of what we are saying and is going the carry the message forward.”

An SPLA solder has shot dead two National Security officers in Juba.  

The soldier, identified as a sergeant in the engineering unit opened fire on the two this afternoon. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner, Henry Danima, says the two died on the spot, while the soldier died in hospital.  

Danima says the cause of the shooting is still being investigated.  He explains what happened. 

Henry Danima: “The situation is that one Sargent armed with AK47 was walking on the road and for a reason which is not clear for us now yet, he shot two people one 2nd Lieutentant and one Sergeant from the national security on the high road before he died. One of the two victims had a pistol also shot at the assailant and was found by the police still alive he was wounded and taken to the hospital but he died later. We are taking measure and follow up that no revenge shooting takes place.”

The Youth Technology Development Organization has asked Parliament to implement recommendations drawn from the first youth ICT conference. 

The conference held in February highlighted the need to establish ICT training centers across the country and reduce taxes on imported computer technology. 

The chairperson of the organization, Thomas Muto Samuel says members of the organization handed their report along with a written request to the assembly’s committee of Information and telecommunications.

Thomas Muto Samuel: “The conference came up with 15 strong recommendations that need concern of stakeholders to implement the recommendations that came out of the conference; therefore today we took the official launching of the report to the parliament so that it would bring in the  attention of the parliament.”
In another development, the youth organization is working on setting up a technology development center. 

The center will train young people on mobile and computer maintenance repairs as well as ICT basic knowledge.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Lakes State Government has received 200 metric tons of food commodities to ease food shortages on the market.  
The food will be sold to traders and the community at subsidized prices.  A 50 kilogram bag of maize flour will be sold at 130 SSP compared to the current price of 300 pounds.  

State Finance Minister, Kuol Ayulo says the food was purchased using financing of 3 million US dollars that was allocated by the National government to each state. 
Ayulo says the state is expecting another consignment of food to arrive from Uganda.  

Kuol Ayulo: “We received a reasonable consignment to reduce market prices on food items; we are expecting the last consignment of big quantity, we already have twenty trucks on the way coming and this will enable the government to supply the market, we are only given three millions per each location and this three millions we always to committed  to only food supply so the first three millions which was given to this company is the one that we are expecting the last consignment  of it now, we have the store of 200 hundred metric tons”. 

Kuol says the private company contracted to import the food, has been advised to make sure the commodities arrive before the start of the rainy season. 

Kuol Ayulo: “Most of these items already crossed the border. They are in Juba and the company starts now transporting them to this state. This is what we are planning: We are giving them pressure to compete with short time that is remaining because we remain with may be one and half month for the road to close and this year will even be worse than last year because they are roads are not good and if the rain intensify then the road close definitely and our market not only Lakes, the whole of Greater Bahr-el Ghazal including Unity State that are depending on this road will be affected.”
Up to 7,000 displaced persons camped in Leer County of Unity State are in need of humanitarian assistance.  
The IDPs fled violence in parts of Bentiu, Malakal and Ayod and have been settled with host communities since the conflict broke out in December 2013. 

The Coordinator of the Relief and Rehabilitation office in Leer, John Nhial Chath is asking humanitarian agencies to provide relief. 

Nhial Chath: “We have received 7,896 IDPS who came last year 2014 and 2015. This number of IDPS is in Leer town and they have been hosting by host community. So we are still requesting any assistance. Any organization willing to assist these numbers of IDPS is highly welcome.”

In regional news, voting in Sudan’s elections got off to a slow start today, with reports that voters are trickling in to polling stations.

Officials hope more people will turn up over the three day exercise. 

President Omar al Bashir cast his vote in the morning at a primary school.  

16 candidates, including President Bashir are contesting.  

Almost all the opposition parties are boycotting the polls, leaving Bashir and his National Congress Party (NCP) in favour of winning an overwhelming majority.

Meanwhile, the African Union has deployed a team of observers to monitor the country’s elections. 
The 20-man team led by former Nigerian President Olusengun Obasanjo will witness the voting and counting process in Sudan’s seven states.  
The observers have been drawn from 14 African countries, representing institutions such as the Pan-African Parliament, Election Management Bodies and Civil Society Organisations.  

And in local sports, At-labara FC were crowned champions of the South Sudan local cup tournament in Juba last evening after a 1-nil win over Nasir FC at Juba stadium. 

In Unity State, Rombiar FC beat Black star 10-9 on penalties after regular time ended in a goalless draw. 
In Lainya County, in Central Equatoria State, Fly Eagle emerged champs after beating Mankero 2-1 at freedom square, while in Western Equatoria, Villa United FC emerged state champs after beating Nile City 4-3 on penalties yesterday at Gbudue stadium. 
The game ended 1-1 at a normal time. The winners from each state will face each other in a National competition in Juba and Wau.  
A date for the competition will be announced after all state competitions have been completed.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government lodges formal protest against bombings in Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal States 

· Three security officers killed in Juba shoot out

· Lakes State receives 200 metric tons of food commodities to ease shortages on the market 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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