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Good evening. It’s five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.

The Headlines: 

· Two Sudanese nationals shot dead in Juba

· South Sudan secondary school certificate exams to start on the 27th of this month

· Economist suggests the government looks into alternative sources of revenue  
Two foreign nationals have been killed by a gang of criminals in the Gudele West Residential area in Juba. 

Police spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says the incident took place at around 4 o’clock this morning. 

Enoka say unknown men opened fire on the two victims identified as Sudanese nationals while they were sleeping inside their compound. 

He adds that both of them died on spot.

Meanwhile Police has condemned the incident, and has vowed to bring the people responsible to book.  

The President has issued two decrees relieving the National Minister of the Interior and the Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.

In the first decree read on National TV on Monday evening, President Salva Kiir dismissed caretaker Governor Kuel Aguer Kuel.  

His dismissal comes after a prolonged power struggle with State legislators.  

The State MPs voted to impeach Aguer Kuel in January, on five charges of corruption and embezzlement, which included accusations of awarding a letter of credit contract worth more than 3 million US Dollars to his son without the assembly approval

In the second decree, Interior Minister, Aleu Ayieny Aleu was relieved from office.

Aleu Ayieny Aleu has been minister of Interior since July 2013. 

The president’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says no reasons have been given for his dismissal. 

The Ministry of Education has announced that the South Sudan secondary school certificate exams will start on the 27th of this month.  

Undersecretary in the Ministry, Michael Lopuke says preparations have been completed and the exam papers will be dispatched to the different states this week. 

Lopuke says this will be the last year students will sit the south Sudan exams under the Sudanese curriculum. 

Michael Lopuke: “These exams are based on the Sudan curriculum. A circular was issued in January by the Ministry of Education informing all the states that the curriculum of South Sudan for the academic year 2015 will be completed or will be examined in 2016 April – and that will be the end of the Sudan curriculum.” 

An economist is cautioning that the government must look into alternative sources of revenue, to avoid bankruptcy.  
Kenyi Spencer says overdependence on oil and the US dollars to transact business has put the country in a dangerous position.  
Spencer says the government should consider forming alliances with neighboring countries to market some of its raw materials. 
Kenyi Spencer: “We have to look for a commodity that we can sell now immediately. Let’s forget oil, because there is international politics that is affecting the price and whatever we do about it, it is a no-go area. The only thing we can do is to find another alternative, either limestone which is for making cement. We have the cement factories in Hima and Tororo in Uganda, why don’t we beg them so that we can transport our limestone to be crushed in Hima. We have a lot of ironstone. Why don’t we find a solution now, so that we can create a system of smelting it so that we can produce something within a very short time? But this has to depend now on somebody else’s economy. This is the only way to make sure we save ourselves from further slipping.”
Kenyi Spencer is a former consultant with the World Bank, and now chairs the Central Equatorial State vision 2040; a strategy aimed at developing the state from grassroots level by the year 2040.

The South Sudan Political Parties Alliance says an inclusive peace process is important to bring peace to the country. 

The alliance together with Civil Society Organizations held a roundtable discussion in Juba today to discuss issues related to the peace process. 

The chairperson of the Alliance also the leader of the SPLM-DC party Lam Akol says the search for peace is a priority. 

Akol says they are ready to discuss and share opinion with all the stakeholders.

Lam Akol: “The ideas can be transmitted through various channels. You know it is not only important that they are only taken by actual present, although the actual present has an interaction part of it but it is not the only way of contributing to genesis of peace.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The Caretaker Governor of Lakes State, Matur Chut Dhuol, has laid the foundation stone for a new State Assembly building.  

The building located in Rumbek town, is expected to be completed in 90 days.  Construction started with the erection of a perimeter wall, at a cost of 600-thousand pounds. 

While laying the stone, Matur Chut Dhuol decried the persistent sectional fighting in the State and called on youth to work for the peace and development of the state. 

Matur Chut: “Our security problems – our people the love fashion. This fight is the fashion. When they count themselves and discover that there are finished, they will stop fighting. Even now they are asking themselves where the government is. I reply which government? This is the government you used to fight her soldiers and the government has been talking since. When they realize that they are not benefitting, they will call for peace among themselves. When the youth call for reconciliation, they will immediately reconcile. The government will still try and that is why the President Salva Kiir has come. Who else do you want? We also invited church leaders, spear masters and we have invited everybody but it is in vain or peace failed.”
The Caretaker Governor also called on communities to clear their farms and prepare for the farming season.  

Matur Chut farms (Dinka): “This year is a year of Agriculture, we must start cultivation and we are going to stop everything s and give a chance to officials to cultivate at their farms and we are depending on imported goods from Uganda and Khartoum and we must   depend on our local product instead of importing goods, and for example like year the roads are becoming impassable and that is going to cause severe hunger.”

A paramount Chief in Leer County, Unity State is calling for the relocation of internally displaced persons from Protection of Civilian sites. 

Gideon Bading Jagei says the sites in Malakal, Wau and Bor are congested and the living conditions are not suitable for the IDPs.  

Jagei suggests the UN Missions considers opening up sites in Leer County. 

Gideon Jagei (Nuer): “Those who are in UNMISS Camps are suffering a lot. They are in a bad situation and they are suffering. They should be relocated to safe places. It is not good to keep people in bad situations. These people should be relocated to Leer because Leer is safe and then after that they should go to their various places. Those who are in Wau, Malakal and Bor should be relocated because they are dying and suffering a lot.”
The UNMISS State Coordinator in Unity state, Alain Sitchet says the UN Mission is considering alternative sites. 

Alain Sitchet: “What I can tell you is that on 19 February 2015, a high level delegation comprising United Nations agencies UNMISS and other humanitarian partners went to Leer to assess settling people who want to return but mainly people in the POC sites from Wau and Bor. We met with local authorities and we met traditional authorities, women groups. It is clear that we are working on it. The report was released and we are just waiting for the signal from the leadership to see when it will happen.”

The Central Equatoria State Ministry of Finance has over the past two months discovered the names of more than 1500 ghost names on the state government payroll. 

The state authorities recently launched a cleanup exercise of the payroll to get rid of the names of people who have left office, died or are absent from work without authorization.  

State Finance Minister, Juma David Augustine says they are also following up on people who have been receiving double payment.  

Uma Augustine some of those who are involved in the practice are behind bars. 

Juma David: “Up to this point in time, I have discovered 1517 facetious names which don’t have owners. It is very unfortunate that this have been running for the last many years in our system. They have been there its true, until yesterday. This tells you what we have and what we are going throw out, but I think shall we live in it. Like I said from the beginning, NO. We have already followed up and we have individuals put to task already and I think the number is growing. It is a syndicated operation discover that how government money is eaten, it begins from inside and it goes outside.”
Chiefs of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area are holding a consultative conference to discuss social issues affecting their community.  
The five-day conference has attracted 70 chiefs from the area’s 7 counties.  
Deputy Chief Administrator for Pibor Administrative area Joseph Pilimio Aguasia says several community issues will be brought up during the conference. 

And in foreign news, at least nine people including one African Union soldier, have been killed in an attack by al Shabaab Islamist militants in Somalia. 

A car loaded with explosives was driven into the wall surrounding a compound housing the Ministry of higher education in the capital Mogadishu.
There are reports that some hostages have been seized. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Two Sudanese nationals shot dead in Juba

· South Sudan secondary school certificate exams to start on the 27th of this month
· Economist suggests the government looks into alternative sources of revenue  
That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo.  Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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