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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Unity State transfers state capital to Mayom county 
· National Parliament to reconvene next week
· More than 200 foreign nationals granted asylum in South Sudan 
The government of Unity State is temporarily transferring its capital to Mayom County due to increased insecurity in Bentiu town. 

Several government officials have already moved to Mankien in Mayom County, some 100 kms South West of Bentiu. 

Unity State Minister of Information Peter Makuoth Malual says all administrative matters, including payment of salaries, will be handled from Mankien. 

Malual says a few offices will remain to provide support in Bentiu.  

Malual: “The government is still available in Bentiu, because we have some ministers still in Bentiu, but the most senior are in Mankien. Most of the citizens of course who were in Bentiu will be there, as all of us know over the last 2-3 months people were coming back from the villages to Bentiu town and they were received by the government.  We gave them whatever we could provide them, some food items and other items. We are trying to do whatever we can as a government to supply them with what we have.”
The National Legislative Assembly reconvenes for business next Monday.  

This will be the first session of 2015 since the MPs went on recess last December.
The chairperson of the Information and Communication Committee in Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu, says the new session will be opened by President Salva Kiir.  

Kundu says the assembly’s main focus will be on peace and development. 

Kundu: “The national legislature is going to be opened officially on Monday the 20th, 2015, with the speech which will be delivered by the President of the republic, Gen Salva Kiir, that will outline the strategies and policies of the government in the coming fourth days. The parliament will conduct its oversight roles as a mandate given to it by the constitution of South Sudan. Therefore, the paramount issue that we are working harder to see into that it’s achieved is peace because we can’t conduct development if peace is not achieved. So peace is the paramount issue that all of us will be working to see into it that it is achieved.”
More than 200 foreign nationals have been granted asylum in South Sudan.  

The asylum seekers are Internally Displaced Persons who have been seeking safety at UN Protection of Civilians sites. 

They have been issued asylum certificates by UN Refugee Agency UNHCR in collaboration with the South Sudanese Commission for Refugee Affairs.  

UNHCR’s Communications Officer, Rocco Nuri, says the 200 are part of a group of 500 foreign nationals who have applied for asylum status. 

Nuri: “Five hundred fifteen individuals who decided to approach UNHCR to seek asylum means that they are either  unwilling or unable to go back to their country of origin owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reason of race, nationality, membership to a given social group or political group of opinion and is outside their country.  At the moment, this profile exercise took place only in Juba within the PoC sites.  The main nationalities are Somalia, Eritrea and Ethiopia.”

A person who is granted asylum has the immediate legal right to live and work in the country in which they are granted refugee status. 
Police are working to establish a special court to try all organized forces involved in crime.  

Police Spokesperson Col James Monday Enoka says the court will be established in Juba.  
Enoka says it will handle all organized forces who commit criminal offences while on duty.  

Enoka: “Works are underway to establish a joint court for all organized forces and not only for police forces. This court will be here in Juba and anyone wearing a uniform and commits any crime at any time will turn directly to this court consolidated for all organized forces."
The newly appointed Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for South Sudan has visited Upper Nile, in his first trip to the state since taking office last month.  

Moustapha Soumaré met with community leaders of the 26,000 internally displaced persons who are being sheltered by the UN Mission. 

 He also visited Malakal market, the teaching hospital and met with the state Governor, Simon Kun Puoch. 

The Governor said they discussed several important issues.

Puoch: “I am happy to receive the deputy special representative of the Secretary General of the UN here in Malakal.  I am happy we have discussed a lot of issues concerning peace in South Sudan and also concerning the humanitarian operations also in South Sudan, especially in Upper Nile State.  We wish that peace comes to South Sudan so that we share these important opportunities so we can visit other states and countries to share these opinions with them.”

The Deputy SRSG pledged the UN’s continued support to assist in bringing peace back to the country.  He also called for support from the national and state governments. 

Soumare: “This is my very first visit outside JUBA and I think this first visit for me will be an eye-opener and a learning path in terms of understanding the situation in Malakal, because Malakal is very specific.  So I am looking forward to contributing to actually bringing peace to this country, to contribute to make sure that we implement that mandate.  So we therefore need the support of the South Sudanese authorities to be able to implement that mandate.”
The governor of upper Nile State Simon Kun Puoch has issued a decree removing the commissioners of Melut and Maban counties.

The governor issued another decree appointing Bol Aguer Dau as the new commissioner of Melut County while John Ibo Montu will be the new commissioner of Maban.

Ibo Montu also maintains his position as the state advisor on security affairs.

The outgoing commissioner of Melut Dau Guoch is now the technical advisor to the state Ministry of Public Service and Labour.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Opposition political parties and civil society are calling for their inclusion in the peace process.  
The call was made at a roundtable discussion organized by 18 political parties under the South Sudan Political Alliance and the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO. 
Speaking at the discussion, Dr Lam Akol, Chairperson of the SPLM-DC party, says all stakeholders including the parties, faith-based and civil society groups should be included in the negotiations.  

Speaking during the same discussion, Edmond Yakani, the Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, called on the parties to the conflict to put the interest of the people first.

The escalating price of commodities is taking a toll on citizens. 

Radio Miraya visited Konyokonyo market in Juba and spoke to some mothers who had gone to buy food for their families.  

They complain that everything is expensive including simple vegetables. 

They say a 20-liter jerrycan of cooking oil has gone up from 120 SSP to 200 SSP, while a 20 kilogram bag of flour has gone up from 50 pounds to 120 pounds. We bring you some of their voices. 

The prices of goods have been forced up by a shortage of dollars needed to bring commodities into the market.  

The Chairperson of the Juba City Chamber of Commerce Industry and Agriculture, Marcello Swaka, says the situation will not improve until the Central Bank releases dollars to the business community.

Swaka: “And in regional news, the United Nations is warning Kenya not to close the Dadaab refugee camp in the north of the country.  

Kenya has given UN Refugee Agency UNHCR three months to close the refugee camp, which houses 350,000 Somali refugees.  

The Kenyan government believes al-Shabab militants, who killed 148 people at Garissa University, hid inside the camp. 

UNHCR has warned that the camp's closure would have "extreme humanitarian consequences”.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Unity State transfers state capital to Mayom county

· National Parliament to reconvene next week
· More than 200 foreign nationals granted asylum in South Sudan 

That is the News, I am Suzan Dokolo.  Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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