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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· People’s Liberal Party calls for Governor by-elections 
· Juba teaching hospital receives up to 20 mental health patients daily 
· Communities in Unity State hold peace dialogue  

The People’s Liberal Party (PLP) is urging the government to organize elections in states which are being administered by caretaker governors. 

According to the transitional constitution, elections must be held within 60 days in case a care taker Government is appointed. 

PLP Party chairman, Peter Mayen, says people in Northern Bahr al-Ghazal, Jonglei, Lakes and Unity States should be allowed to exercise their democratic right of electing their own leaders. 

Mayen says elections can begin in the peaceful states.  

Peter Mayen: “The people of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal can have their space to elect their Governor whom they believe in; somebody who they will respect rather than changing caretakers from time to time. The same thing applies to Lakes State – you can have elections in Lakes State. Then when relative peace returns you can have elections in Unity and Jonglei States. The National Elections Commission has already appointed state members who are responsible for elections in those states and by doing that, it shows that you are a democratic country, you respect your own constitution and its shows that you believe in the people rights and their choices.”
The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says elections have not been held in the different states because of several reasons.  
Ateny says the constitution has not been violated.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “No, the President has not violated the constitution; there is a law that can be applied. The reason why the elections were not conducted were so many – one of them being insecurity, the second being the ability of some of those states to be conducted in time, within 60 days which under  Article 101 sub-section ‘S’ requires. This is still a prerogative of the President under article 101; the President has the prerogative to appoint and dismiss governors, so there is no political vacuum here.”
The Darfurian community is commemorating the one year anniversary of the mass killings of civilians in Bentiu. 
More than 550 civilians, mainly businesspeople from Darfur, were massacred in a mosque and hospital on the 15th of April last year. 

Hamza Mohammed Abdul Rasul, the chairperson of the Darfurian local chief council says the Council will conduct prayers tomorrow-Friday to remember the victims of the massacre. 

Hamza Abdul Rasul: “Yesterday, thousands of Darfurians attended the burial of the victims in Kuno Kuno and on Friday we will have prayers in Simba Square to commemorate Bentiu Martyrs and the two we lost recently. We call Darfurians to take caution and be careful. We ask also the security organs to track the killers.”
Meanwhile, the Chiefs of the Darfurian community in Juba have condemned the recent killing of two Sudanese traders by gunmen. 

The two were shot dead by unknown gunmen at their home in Gudele, early Wednesday morning.  

The National Legislative Assembly reconvenes for business next Monday.  

This will be the first session of 2015 since the MPs went on recess last December.

The chairperson of the Information and communication committee in Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu says the new session will be opened by President Salva Kiir.  

Kundu says the assembly’s main focus will be on peace and development. 

Thomas Kundu: “The national legislature is going to be opened officially on Monday the 20th 2015 with the speech which will be delivered by the President of the Republic, Gen. Salva Kiir, which will outline the strategies and policies of the government in the coming days. The parliament will conduct its oversight roles as a mandate given to it by the constitution of South Sudan. Therefore the paramount issue that we are working harder to see into that it’s achieved is peace because we can’t conduct development if peace is not achieved so peace is the paramount issue that all of us will be working to see into it that it is achieved”

Meanwhile the chairperson of the Information committee, Thomas Wani Kundu has emphasized the importance of communication for development.  

Kundu was speaking at the opening of a 6 day training workshop on Digitized Information.  

Fifteen trainees from the University of Juba and the National Archive and Public Information center are attending the training. Kundu has more. 

Thomas Kundu: “Information is an asset, for if you have information then you can be able to plan properly. If you want to build a nation, you must have first-hand information then with that information you can be able to strategize and implement the plans based on the correct information that you have. Now with the globalization policy, we need to be at the right footing with the rest of the world in the field of information. Therefore you the participants take this training very seriously. It is very important. It is like somebody sharpening his knife.”

The training is being supported by UN Cultural Organisation UNESCO. Salah Khalid, UNESCO Country Director says the development of any nation is measured through information. 

Juba teaching hospital says it receives between 10 to 20 mental case patients every day. 

The head of the Psychiatric department at the hospital, Kasimiro Kenyi, attributes physiological trauma to poverty, social and financial problems among other factors. 

Kenyi says they are receiving patients from all over the ten states. He notes that young people between the ages of 18 to 36 years are more affected by physiological problems.

Kasimiro Kenyi: “This age is more affected than the elders. Why? Because they have a lot of problems to think about – no education, no jobs – so they resort into drinking alcohol, eating what they call mairuji and so forth and then opium so that it helps them but instead it causes them problems instead of helping them so this is one of the major causes.”

Kenyi says the country needs a specialized hospital to treat psychiatric cases.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Wau Teaching hospital in Western Bahr el Ghazal state has seen a fall in the rates of mother to child transmission of HIV.  

Twenty children born to HIV infected mothers have successfully been delivered without carrying the disease in 2014 / 15. 

The Health Officer in charge of the unit, Hellen Pio John, calls on the couples and the community at large to support infected mothers and stop discrimination. 

She says since 2010 her hospital has delivered 68 babies who have been born healthy and without the disease. 

Hellen Pio: “From 2010 to 2013, we had 48 children who were tested and are not infected, born of affected mothers. But from 2014 to 2015 now, we have 20 children – 15 children were in 2014, and in 2015 from January to April which is not completed now, we have five children born of mothers who are doing follow up with us here and their children became negative.”  

A community peace dialogue is underway in Unity State.  Members of the different communities are meeting to discuss ways of promoting peaceful relations amongst the different ethnic groups.  

More than 40 participants representing the different communities are attending the dialogue, organized by the Civil Affairs division of the UN Mission in Unity state. 

Abdulbaqi Ibishomi, a Civil Affairs Officer in Unity State explains the importance of the dialogue. 

Abdulbaqi Ibishomi:  “The objective of this workshop is to bring some of issues that are causing conflict among these counties to bring them together – not only them but other counties as well – so that some of these issues can be discussed and they can also exchange the ideas on what are the root causes of some of these conflicts and how the solution can be brought to end some of these conflicts.”

A school outreach program, to explain the role of the UN Mission in South Sudan has been welcomed by authorities in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The Mission’s Public Information Office and Human Rights Division have been visiting schools across the country, to explain the Mission’s mandate to students. 

An event was held at Saint Maria and George Kuac secondary school in Aweil town.  

Jok Aleu Jok, the State Director General of the State Ministry of Education says the outreach programs  give students a better understanding of the role of UNMISS. 

Jok Aleu Jok: “The idea which has been initiated by UNMISS in secondary schools is well appreciated by the Ministry of Education because without friendship a nation cannot be stable. This idea is accepted by the Ministry of Education and we need to develop it and extend it to the other schools. That one will bring harmony, will bring good governance and will bring friendship to both students and even teachers.”

The outreach included a football match between students, to encourage team spirit and unity. 

UNMISS State Coordinator Koliab Nahataba urged the students to take the lessons learnt to better their lives. 

Koliab Nahataba: “You are the building blocks of your communities. I want to call upon you that you really take these lessons of friendship, brotherhood and keeping away from the vices that will or could stop and jeopardize your prospects of advancing in school and achieving better results in future to be able to really help the country at this particular time.”

In regional news, Sudan’s National Elections Commission is extending voting in the country’s presidential and parliamentary elections.  

The vote was scheduled to end on Wednesday evening, but will go on till Thursday, amid news of a low voter turnout. 

Almost all the opposition parties are boycotting the polls; they say the low participation reflects the indifference of citizens, and that will almost certainly guarantee the re-election current President Omar Hassan al-Bashir. 

Several Western countries, governments claimed that the elections will not be fair.

And in sports, Nile City Football Club in Yambio, Western Equatoria State has been handed a three-year ban for violent conduct during the finals of the South Sudan cup tournament.  

Fans of Nile FC beat up a player of Villa United when their team lost 4-3 on penalties in the finals last Sunday.  

The player from Villa United suffered serious injuries and is receiving treatment in hospital.  

Our reporter Felix Katie in Yambio reports that the state football association has suspended the coach and players of Nile FC. 

Felix Katie: “Mentioned in the resolution issued by the Yambio local football association here, I quote ‘The football club of Nile City is going to be banned for three years and all players and coaching staff of Nile City FC are suspended from participation in official competition of the association and any kind of friendly match for the period of three years.  The final resolution is that the three players who are listed and their head coach, who has been in Police cells since Tuesday due to that incident and he is requested to avail all the players and fans who were involved in the incident. The relatives of the player who was thoroughly beaten told me that they are now opening a case against those who beat their brother and will definitely go to the court with those who were involved. Probably in a few days to come the case will be tabled and the case will be heard.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· People’s Liberal Party calls for Governor by-elections 

· Juba teaching hospital receives up to 20 mental health patients daily 

· Communities in Unity State hold peace dialogue  

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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