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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Agriculture Ministry receives 1,000 tractors for farmers 
· Wau notes reduction in HIV mother-to-child infection rates 
· Communities in Unity State hold peace dialogue  

The Ministry of Agriculture has received more than 1,000 tractors to boost and modernize the Agricultural sector.  

The tractors were handed over to the Ministry by President Salva Kiir in a ceremony at the Bilpham army headquarters in Juba.  

President Kiir directed the Ministry to ensure the tractors are distributed and put to good use.  

President Kiir: “There must be training of the crews that will operate these tractors, if we don’t do that next year we shall not have a single tractors, I also want to take this opportunity to inform the state and national Ministers of Agriculture that the tractors shall not be used by individuals, they are not going to be given to individuals, people must organize themselves, the farmer’s Associations, the cooperatives whatever you call, if all the organization is done  you will produce enough food than giving to individuals.”

Agriculture Minister Beda Machar said each state, including the Greater Pibor and Abyei administrative areas will receive 30 tractors each.  

Beda Machar: “Each state will be getting as they move now they will go with thirty tractors each and then they go and prepare themselves and they come again till the number they need and each state may go even more than 100, we are coming to make sure that we maintain these tractors, and even the old tractors we are going to bring spare parts for them, we are not to going to purchase more tractors again, we are going to bring only spare parts, all the state ministers and the two administrative areas are here and each and every state will move heavily to their states will tractors decided for them to go.”

The People’s Liberal Party (PLP) is urging the government to organize elections in states which are being administered by caretaker governors. 

According to the transitional constitution, elections must be held within 60 days in case a care taker Government is appointed. 

PLP Party chairman, Peter Mayen, says people in Northern Bahr al-Ghazal, Jonglei, Lakes and Unity States should be allowed to exercise their democratic right of electing their own leaders. 

Mayen says elections can begin in the peaceful states.  

Peter Mayen: “The people of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal can have their space to elect their Governor whom they believe in; somebody who they will respect rather than changing caretakers from time to time. The same thing applies to Lakes State – you can have elections in Lakes State. Then when relative peace returns you can have elections in Unity and Jonglei States. The National Elections Commission has already appointed state members who are responsible for elections in those states and by doing that, it shows that you are a democratic country, you respect your own constitution and its shows that you believe in the people rights and their choices.”

The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says elections have not been held in the different states because of several reasons.  

Ateny says the constitution has not been violated.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “No, the President has not violated the constitution; there is a law that can be applied. The reason why the elections were not conducted were so many – one of them being insecurity, the second being the ability of some of those states to be conducted in time, within 60 days which under  Article 101 sub-section ‘S’ requires. This is still a prerogative of the President under article 101; the President has the prerogative to appoint and dismiss governors, so there is no political vacuum here.”

Juba teaching hospital says it receives between 10 to 20 mental case patients every day. 

The head of the Psychiatric department at the hospital, Kasimiro Kenyi, attributes physiological trauma to poverty, social and financial problems among other factors. 

Kenyi says they are receiving patients from all over the ten states. He notes that young people between the ages of 18 to 36 years are more affected by physiological problems.

Kasimiro Kenyi: “This age is more affected than the elders. Why? Because they have a lot of problems to think about – no education, no jobs – so they resort into drinking alcohol, eating what they call mairuji and so forth and then opium so that it helps them but instead it causes them problems instead of helping them so this is one of the major causes.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Wau Teaching hospital in Western Bahr el Ghazal state has seen a fall in the rates of mother to child transmission of HIV.  

Twenty children born to HIV infected mothers have successfully been delivered without carrying the disease in 2014 / 15. 

The Health Officer in charge of the unit, Hellen Pio John, calls on the couples and the community at large to support infected mothers and stop discrimination. 

She says since 2010 her hospital has delivered 68 babies who have been born healthy and without the disease. 

Hellen Pio: “From 2010 to 2013, we had 48 children who were tested and are not infected, born of affected mothers. But from 2014 to 2015 now, we have 20 children – 15 children were in 2014, and in 2015 from January to April which is not completed now, we have five children born of mothers who are doing follow up with us here and their children became negative.”  

A community peace dialogue is underway in Unity State.  Members of the different communities are meeting to discuss ways of promoting peaceful relations amongst the different ethnic groups.  

More than 40 participants representing the different communities are attending the dialogue, organized by the Civil Affairs division of the UN Mission in Unity state. 

Abdulbaqi Ibishomi, a Civil Affairs Officer in Unity State explains the importance of the dialogue. 

Abdulbaqi Ibishomi:  “The objective of this workshop is to bring some of issues that are causing conflict among these counties to bring them together – not only them but other counties as well – so that some of these issues can be discussed and they can also exchange the ideas on what are the root causes of some of these conflicts and how the solution can be brought to end some of these conflicts.”

A school outreach program, to explain the role of the UN Mission in South Sudan has been welcomed by authorities in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The Mission’s Public Information Office and Human Rights Division have been visiting schools across the country, to explain the Mission’s mandate to students. 

An event was held at Saint Maria and George Kuac secondary school in Aweil town.  

Jok Aleu Jok, the State Director General of the State Ministry of Education says the outreach programs  give students a better understanding of the role of UNMISS. 

Jok Aleu Jok: “The idea which has been initiated by UNMISS in secondary schools is well appreciated by the Ministry of Education because without friendship a nation cannot be stable. This idea is accepted by the Ministry of Education and we need to develop it and extend it to the other schools. That one will bring harmony, will bring good governance and will bring friendship to both students and even teachers.”

The outreach included a football match between students, to encourage team spirit and unity. 

UNMISS State Coordinator Koliab Nahataba urged the students to take the lessons learnt to better their lives. 

Koliab Nahataba: “You are the building blocks of your communities. I want to call upon you that you really take these lessons of friendship, brotherhood and keeping away from the vices that will or could stop and jeopardize your prospects of advancing in school and achieving better results in future to be able to really help the country at this particular time.”

In regional news, South Africa is holding a huge protest march against xenophobia in the coastal city of Durban following a wave of attacks on foreigners.

Organisers say about 10,000 people were expected.
Media reports say at least five people have been killed and foreign-owned shops looted in recent weeks. 

The Zulu king has been accused of fuelling the violence. He denies this.

Many jobless South Africans accuse foreigners of taking jobs in a country where the unemployment rate is 24%.

President Jacob Zuma has condemned the violence and is expected to address parliament about the issue later on. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Agriculture Ministry receives 1,000 tractors for farmers 

· Wau notes reduction in HIV mother-to-child infection rates 

· Communities in Unity State hold peace dialogue  

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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