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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· SPLM party drops criminal charges against former political detainees

· German parliamentarians explore investment opportunities in South Sudan.  

· Juba teaching hospital launches mental health campaign on Juba streets 

The top leadership of the SPLM party has resolved to drop criminal charges against all former political detainees. 

In a bureau meeting on Wednesday, the leadership agreed that the charges be dropped in the interest of peace and reunification of the party.  

The party’s acting secretary general Anne Itto says the cancellation is in accordance with the Arusha Agreement signed by the government and the former detainees in January. 

Anne Itto: “It is actually the former detainees who raised this issue. The President, who is actually the chairman of the SPLM, is responding to that concern. If it is a matter of those criminal charges related to money and December 15th, it is cancelled. Let them come, and then it is after when we are here that the SPLM will sit down and put in place mechanisms for preventing any future mismanagement or abuses which actually is a major part of the agreement”. 

The former political detainees are accused of inciting violence in connection with the conflict. 
Former party secretary general Pagan Amum also faces separate corruption charges within the party.

A group of German parliamentarians is in the country to assess investment opportunities. 

The delegation met with the head of all specialized committees in the National Legislative Assembly on Thursday. 

One of the delegates, Charles Huber says his government is willing to provide expertise to help South Sudan transit from an import based to an export based country.  

He says his country is also interested in investing in the areas of mining, agriculture and tourism.

Charles Huber: “To build up a nation, we talk about nation building we have to talk about building a stable economy, creating a value added policies in terms of economic development, employment for young starts and envision for young people and this is my aim and this will a part of my aim the biggest and important part of that I am going to address to my colleagues in the German Parliament.” 

The chairperson of the assembly’s committee on foreign affairs and international cooperation, Philip Thon Leek thanked the German government for its continued support.

Philip Thon Leek: “Today while most of the European countries are cutting support to our developmental programme, Germany has never decided to do that and they are now here. Honorable Charles, being a member of parliament in the German Bundestag (German parliament), we are really grateful.”

The Darfurian community in Juba has postponed an event to mark the one year anniversary of the mass killings of civilians in Bentiu, Unity State. 

The event was meant to be held today, to remember more than 550 civilians, mainly traders from Darfur, who were massacred in a mosque and hospital during the crisis in April last year. 
The spokesperson of the Darfurian local chief council, Hamza Mohammed Abdul Rasul, told Radio Miraya that the council will announce a new date, once preparations have been finalized. 
Meanwhile Abdul Rasul says prayers for two Sudanese traders killed by unknown gunmen in Juba on Wednesday this week, will be held today.

University lectures are expected to hold a general assembly on Monday next week to discuss issues related to their strike. 

Lecturers of four public universities have been on an “on and off” strike since February, demanding for payment of allowance areas. 

The spokesperson for the lecturers Phillip Apollo says there have been some developments regarding their demands. 

Apollo says the outcome of the meeting will determine whether they will continue with their action. 

Phillip Apollo: “There is need for that people also have their views aired out concerning the latest development. If they still they insist on that one that it should still continue on that form of cause that will be their decision and if they reverse it well and good and should be their decision, so basically this is what people are going to discuss. We are going to present them the period of one month what happened and what contacts we have made with the minister and the other new development ,we present this one with the general assembly and then they discuss and then they came out with their final decision on that one.”

The allowances were deducted in 2012 as part of austerity measures, which were imposed after the government closed down crude oil production during a dispute with Sudan over pipeline fees. 

The strike is being staged by lecturers from the University of Juba, Bahr el-Ghazal University, the Dr. John Garang University and Upper Nile University. 

Nine chiefs have been arrested in Lakes State in connection with insecurity.  

The chiefs are accused of inciting violence and failing to control youth in their respective communities.  

The State Security Advisor, Marial Amoum Malek says the local chiefs have not been cooperating with authorities to provide information on crimes committed.

Malek says a committee is being formed to investigate the chiefs after complaints from the community. 

Amoum Malek: “They are accused by some of their colleagues that they were inciting violence somewhere and whether it is true or false, they had to be put somewhere. The right thing to do is to form a committee. A committee is being formed and they are now under investigation and based on the recommendations, we will see what we will do. In administration, if you fail to perform your duties you can be suspended, investigated, jailed or punished for any mistake that you have done.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Ministry of Agriculture has received more than 1,000 tractors to boost and modernize the Agricultural sector.  

The tractors were handed over to the Ministry by President Salva Kiir in a ceremony at the Bilpham army headquarters in Juba.  

President Kiir directed the Ministry to ensure the tractors are distributed and put to good use.  

President Kiir: “There must be training of the crews that will operate these tractors, if we don’t do that next year we shall not have a single tractors, I also want to take this opportunity to inform the state and national Ministers of Agriculture that the tractors shall not be used by individuals, they are not going to be given to individuals, people must organize themselves, the farmer’s Associations, the cooperatives whatever you call, if all the organization is done  you will produce enough food than giving to individuals.”

Agriculture Minister Beda Machar said each state, including the Greater Pibor and Abyei administrative areas will receive 30 tractors each.  

Beda Machar: “Each state will be getting as they move now they will go with thirty tractors each and then they go and prepare themselves and they come again till the number they need and each state may go even more than 100, we are coming to make sure that we maintain these tractors, and even the old tractors we are going to bring spare parts for them, we are not to going to purchase more tractors again, we are going to bring only spare parts, all the state ministers and the two administrative areas are here and each and every state will move heavily to their states will tractors decided for them to go.”
The tractors were bought using money borrowed from the SPLA pension fund.  

Juba teaching hospital says last month they collected more than 30 people from the streets who were suffering from mental illness. 

This campaign is conducted by the national Ministry of Health, in partnership with the American NGO All God and the Italian disability organization Usuratuna to clothe, feed and give medication to people living on the streets who may be suffering from a mental health condition. 

The director of the department of psychiatry at Juba teaching hospital, Dr. Atong Ayuel says they have already seen an improvement in the condition of many patients since the program started last month. 

Atong Ayuel: “In this campaign we give the patients medicine and cloth since we started last month. We don’t have a space to admit them but we conduct these campaigns every time by treating them and return them back. We are asking the families if they have any patient or they know someone who is sick to bring him/her to the hospital, we give free medication. We are trying to conduct this campaigns every 15th, 16th and 17th of each month for the coming months of May, June and July.”
    

Dr. Atong advised the families to bring those who are suffering from a mental illness to Juba teaching hospital along anytime as they give free treatment

And in regional news, voting closed in the Sudanese elections with a low voter turnout. 

The head of the African Union team overseeing the poll, also former Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo, says between 30-35% of the registered voters cast their ballots. 

He said some voters may have felt the result was a forgone conclusion and so abstained from voting.

President Omar al-Bashir is expected to extend his 25 years in power, after opposition parties boycotted the poll. 

Voting in the presidential and parliamentary elections started on Monday and was extended until Thursday in a bid to boost turnout and enhance the legitimacy of President Bashir and his National Congress party. 

Final results are expected on the 27th of this month. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM party drops criminal charges against former political detainees

· German parliamentarians explore investment opportunities in South Sudan.  

· Juba teaching hospital launches mental health campaign on Juba streets 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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