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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines
· Law enforcement officers demolish structures in Hai Gonya area of Juba 

· Cabinet approves more than 120 million pounds for Independence Day celebrations
· Six killed in Eastern Equatoria nightclub grenade explosion 
The Central Equatoria State government is evicting people settled in a field in the Hai Gonya area of Juba.  
Police have surrounded the plot of land located near the Ministries, as law enforcement officers from the State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure demolish the structures.  
Central Equatoria Police Commissioner Henry Danima says the squatters had been given notice to leave. He explains what is happening. 

Danima: “What is taking place there is that that is public land that has not been allocated to anybody. It is an area of the so-called XXX which is the telecommunications area.  There are squatters in that area, that has not been allocated but is public land but belongs to the Ministry of Communications.  So the Ministry of Physical Infrastructure in the CES government has requested that the squatters be removed and the Attorney General in the Ministry of Justice in the state ordered the police to make sure that the squatters are evicted.  Otherwise, I have been informed formally by the Ministry of Physical Infrastructure that these people were given alternative places to move.”

This is the second time the squatters have been asked to leave.  
Police fired shots in the air as they resisted and threw stones at the law enforcement officers during the first attempt in October last year. 
Cabinet has approved the release of more than 120 million pounds for the 4th National Independence Day celebrations.  
The budget for the 9th of July celebrations was approved during the regular Council of Ministers meeting in Juba on Friday. 
Government spokesperson also information Minister Michael Makuei says the money will cover celebrations in all the 10 states and the Greater Pibor and Abyei Administrative areas.  

Makuei: “This year we have decided to make a good celebration. That budget that was presented was of three types -- number one was the celebration itself, number two was the budget for the reconstruction of the Freedom Square, number three was for the fuel. The total which was approved subject to commitment of the construction company is 129,243,300 South Sudanese Pounds. In this budgets it includes for the 10 states and the administrative areas and a budget for all our embassies.” 

Makuei says cabinet also approved the distribution of the 1,000 tractors that were unveiled last week by President Salva Kiir.  He explains how the tractors will be distributed. 

Makuei: “Number one Aweil rice scheme is given 16, Renk rain feed mechanized scheme is given 50 tractors, Jebel Ladu rain feed mechanized schemes 16 tractors and all the ten states have been given 60 each. They are getting 600. In addition to the ten states, we have Pibor Administrative Area is given five tractors and Abyei Administrative Area is given 15 tractors. Total for the ten states and the two administrative areas is 620. Ministry of Defense and Veteran Affairs 200 tractors and Ministry of Interior 50 tractors.”

Managers of petrol stations have been given seven days to produce documents verifying their operations in the country. 

Speaking after meeting with representatives of 53 out of the 180 petrol stations registered in the country, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomuro said the documents should be handed to the non-oil revenue improvement task force.  

Lomuro says the screening is to ensure all stations are operating legally and also to devise ways of making sure fuel is available at all times.  

Lomuro: “We have directed that they hand all their documents -- licenses, tax certificates and all the relevant documents -- so that each company will have a file with us. And we will have another meeting with NILEPET and the companies to design a proper system as to how fuel can be made available in the republic of South Sudan at a cost that is relevant, specially to those who get Letters of Credit, because they get dollars from us. And they should then supply only charging us extra cost of transport from Juba to the rest of the states. And we want to resolve the problems our citizens are facing.”

Meanwhile, the Managing Director of Nile Petroleum Cooperation (NILPET), Paul Adong, said fuel shortages will continue to be experienced long as there are no oil refineries in the country.

Adong: “The notion that lack of dollars is the problem I will always say no, because it takes time to get fuel from Kenya to South Sudan. And sometimes, when Kenyans have problems, because Kenyans also import from other countries, they don’t allow a lot of petroleum products to be brought to South Sudan. People should also be reminded that the problem we have is only diesel, not petrol. We have plenty of petrol in the market. We are distributing tens of thousands of liters of diesel to all the petrol stations in Juba and our understanding is if we do this by tomorrow we should ease the diesel. We are going to have this crisis coming back and forth until we as a country producing oil are able to have our oil refinery for petrol and diesel.”

Cabinet recently resolved to meet with various stakeholders to establish the causes of the high inflation and sky rocketing prices.  The aim of the meetings is to come up with possible ways of controlling escalating prices.  
Six people were killed and several others injured in a grenade explosion in a nightclub in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State. 
The grenade was thrown into the club on Saturday morning.  

State Minister of Information, Mark Opoyi , says the UN Mission, UNMISS, provided a helicopter to airlift the critically injured to Juba Teaching Hospital.  

Opoyi says no suspects have been arrested and the state government has launched an investigation into the incident. 
He explains how the blast occurred.  
Opoyi: “on the 18th on Saturday at 2:20 am, the youth from Hai Matar had organized a party and unfortunately a hand grenade went off, killing instantly two girls and injuring 28 others. Until yesterday we had six youth that died. Two died instantly and four died in the hospital and the other six who were seriously injured were evacuated to Juba Teaching Hospital by the UNMISS helicopter. And the … were not identified for the security organ to arrest.”

Two women and four children have been rescued from the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel group.  

The women and their children were discovered by a group of SPLA soldiers as they were conducting patrols at the South Sudan/ DR Congo border in Ezo County, Western Equatoria State.  

Ezo County Commissioner Moiide Albert Paul says they will be handed over to the African Union LRA task force in Nzara County. He explains how they were freed. 

Mudie: “Our army was patrolling our borders to ensure the maximum security of the citizens and their properties. Then they came across their footprints and then from there shortly they got these women, two women all Acholi Both father and mother are all Acholi with four children. And then they brought them here and right now they are here in Ezo. They said they were abducted in Uganda in 2002 and then all this number of years they have been roaming in the forest of Congo and Central Africa Republic and the four children. Two are boys and two are girls.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The newly appointed head of the African Union liaison office in South Sudan says the AU is committed to assisting South Sudan attain peace. 

Early this month Brigadier General Sara Thomas Rwambali was appointed Special Representative of the AU office in South Sudan.  

In her first statement to the media, she explained her role as AU liaison officer in the peace process.

Rwambali: “My role is to support directly every role that the AU plans to play in support of IGAD and all African initiatives.  IGAD is closest to the issues and the AU has been supporting IGAD to this date and it will continue to do so in every capacity required.  I will indeed engage with all sides in South Sudan as long as this leads to peace, stability and development of the country of course, at all levels from the Presidency to all arms of government, civil society and the International community.”
The Speaker of the Lakes State Legislative Assembly is making an urgent plea to politicians and local leaders to refrain from fueling conflict in the state.  

Baipath Majuec Rielpou says he has received reports that some intellectuals, local leaders and chiefs have been taking sides in inter-tribal conflicts.  

Rielpou says the brutal killings and breakdown in law and order cannot be addressed decisively if the leaders are involved. 

Rielpou: ‘What I know or what I am hearing is most of them are contributing to this, because some people are happy when they hear that somebody from one section has been killed, some people are very happy about this.  For example, you may not say go to war, but when you provide them water during the time they are fighting, when you provide them with food when they are fighting or even give them money to buy bulls to be slaughtered, you are taking part. So, we should stop this thing so that our people learn that we are serious as educated people and we are the ones who implement the law.”

In Western Bahr el-Ghazal, community representatives from Ngisa payam in Wau County have participated in a workshop on peacebuilding.  
County officials, including the Executive Director, payam administrator, chiefs, women and youth representatives received training on conflict management and resolution.  
The training was conducted by the civil affairs section of the UN Mission in South Sudan.  
The head of the UNMISS Civil Affairs department in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Mustapha Teja-Kella, says the participants are expected to translate the skills received at the training while handling conflicts in their communities.  
And elsewhere, foreigners continue to flee their homes in South Africa, following a wave of violence against immigrants from other parts of Africa.

At least six people have been killed in the past two weeks and thousands of people are seeking safety in makeshift camps.

Armed groups have targeted shops run by African immigrants, accusing them of taking jobs from locals.

More than 300 people have so far been arrested in connection with the violence. 

The country’s Ministry of Home Affairs has issued a warning saying those found responsible will face the law.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Law enforcement officers demolish structures in Hai Gonya area of Juba

· Cabinet approves more than 120 million pounds for Independence Day celebrations
· Six killed in Eastern Equatoria nightclub grenade explosion 

That is the News, I am Suzan Dokolo.  Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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