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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· President Kiir reopens Parliament with a call for peace
· African Union humanitarian team on one week mission to South Sudan 

· Law enforcement officers demolish structures in Hai Gonya area of Juba
President Salva Kiir has outlined a road map for peace.   

This, while addressing legislators at the opening of the National Legislature today. 
Sani Martin was at the opening and now reports

Sani Martin: “While opening the National Legislature today, the President said it is the collective role of the citizens to work towards achieving peace.  President Kiir also called upon the TROIKA nations of USA, the UK and Norway to continue supporting the peace process between the government and the Opposition.”
President Kiir: “I call upon all South Sudanese to put aside our internal differences and come together as one people of one nation to save our country. In this regard my special appeal goes to our brothers in the rebellion to put South Sudan first. I believe our crises are our own and we also own the solutions to them.  I ask all the security organs in the country to provide maximum security and good leadership always in protecting the lives of our citizens.”

Sani Martin: “Meanwhile the leader of the Minority in the National Assembly Onyoti Odigo criticized the president for not laying the policies of the government to the Members of Parliament.”
Onyoti Odigo: “How will the parliament work without a guideline from the government itself, because when opening session, the president should bring the guidelines on education, on health on whatsoever… The president did not talk about the inflation. You have now the dollar which has gone up (but) the president did not about it. The prices in the market he did not talk about it.”
Sani Martin: “In the first order of business, the speaker of the house Manasseh Magok Rundial directed the National Minister of Finance to table the 2015/2016 national budget before 30 June this year.”
Magok Rundial: “The 2015/2016 government budget should be tabled to the August house before June 30th 2015 to enable Hon. Members to have enough time for scrutiny and consultation with their spending agencies.”

Sani Martin: “This is Parliament’s first session of 2015 since breaking off for recess in December last year.  I am Sani Martin for Radio Miraya news.” 
A team from the African Union is in the country to assess the living conditions of Internally Displaced Persons and refugees. 

The team comprising officials from the from the AU’s refugees, political affairs and humanitarian divisions is headed by Mr. Yahiaoui Lamine, the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic to the African Union and Ethiopia. 

They will visit the Protection of Civilian sites and camps to come up with recommendations on how the AU can support the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

The delegation will also meet with government officials and non-governmental organizations operating in the country. They arrived Sunday and will be in the country till Saturday. 

The Central Equatoria State Government is evicting people settled in a field in the Hai Gonya area of Juba.  
Police surrounded the plot of land located near the Ministries complex, as law enforcement officers from the State Ministry of physical infrastructure demolish the structures housing at least one hundred families.  
Central Equatoria Police commissioner, Henry Danima says the squatters were given earlier notice to leave. 

Henry Danima: “I have been informed formally by the Ministry of physical infrastructure that these people were given alternative places to move. What is taking place there is that that is a public land that has not been allocated to anybody. It is an area of the so-called XXX which is the telecommunications area.  There are squatters in that areas, that has not been allocated but is public land but belongs to the Ministry of communications.  So the Ministry of physical infrastructure in the CES government has requested that the squatters be removed and the attorney general in the Ministry of justice in the state ordered the Police to make sure that the squatters are evicted. ”

This is the second time the squatters have been asked to leave. Police fired shots in the air as they resisted and threw stones at the law enforcement officers during the first attempt in October last year. 

Managers of petrol stations have been given seven days to produce documents verifying their operations in the country. 

Speaking after meeting with representatives of 53 out of the 180 petrol stations registered in the country, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomuro said the documents should be handed to the non-oil revenue improvement task force.  

Lomuro says the screening is to ensure all stations are operating legally and also to devise ways of making sure fuel is available at all times.  

Martin Lomuro: “We have directed that they hand all their documents licenses, tax certificates and all the relevant documents so that each company will have a file with us and we will have another meeting with NILEPET and the companies to design a proper system as to how fuel can be made available in the republic of South Sudan at a cost that is relevant specially to those who get Letter of Credits, because they get dollars from us and they should then supply only charging us extra cost of transport from Juba to the rest of the states, and we want to resolve the problems our citizens are facing.”

Meanwhile the Managing Director of Nile Petroleum Cooperation (NILPET) Paul Adong said fuel shortages will continue to be experienced as long as there are no oil refineries in the country.
Cabinet recently resolved to meet with various stakeholders to establish the causes of the high inflation and sky rocketing prices.  The aim of the meetings is to come up with possible ways of controlling escalating prices.  
The Eastern Equatoria State government has launched an investigation into a grenade explosion in a nightclub in the state capital Torit.  

Six people were killed and several others injured when a grenade was thrown into the club on Saturday morning. The UN Mission (UNMISS) provided a helicopter to airlift the critically injured to Juba Teaching Hospital.  

State Minister of Information Mark Opoyi says no suspects have been arrested and the state government has launched an investigation into the incident. He explains how the blast occurred.  
Mark Opoyi: “On the 18th on Saturday at 2:20 am, the youth from Hai Matar had organized a party and unfortunately a hand grenade went off killing instantly two girls and injuring twenty eighty others, until yesterday we had six youth that died, two died instantly and four died in the hospital and the other six who were seriously injured were evacuated to Juba Teaching Hospital by UNMISS helicopter and the accomplish were not identified for the security organ to arrest”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Deputy Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal has asked traders in the state to stabilize prices.  

Zakaria Joseph Garang visited Jau market in Wau and noted the high prices of commodities.  

Garang says the hike, experienced over the past two weeks is an ‘exaggerated’ increase that should be stabilized by the businesspeople for the sake of the citizens. 

Zakaria Joseph Garang: “We were in a visit to Jau Market to assess the issue of prices; we found that there was an increase in prices. Though we had confirmed prices before a month, last week and currently, we found that there was an exaggerated increase. Thus, we directed traders to abide by the true prices to give citizens chances of getting items they need with good prices, despite increase in dollar price and difficulties along roads linking us especially the one coming from Sudan.”

The traders however say they are forced to increase prices because of a dollar shortage and closure of the main supply route used to bring in commodities from Sudan.   

A similar assessment mission was conducted by authorities in Yei, Central Equatoria State.

Santo Paul Lasuba the Mayor of Yei Municipal Council visited Yei main market and noted similar hikes in commodity prices. 

Lasuba says his office will meet with the Chamber of Commerce to find out possible ways of addressing the issue.  

The Speaker of the Lakes State Legislative Assembly is making an urgent plea to politicians and local leaders to refrain from fueling conflict in the state.  

Baipath Majuec Rielpou says he has received reports that some intellectuals, local leaders and chiefs have been taking sides in inter-tribal conflicts.  

Rielpou says the brutal killings and breakdown in law and order cannot be addressed decisively if the leaders are involved. 

Majuec Rielpou: ‘What I know or what I am hearing, is most of them are contributing to this, because some people are happy when they hear that somebody from one section has been killed, some people are very happy about this.  For example you may not say go to war, but when you provide them water during the time they are fighting, when you provide them with food when they are fighting – or even give them money to buy bulls to be slaughtered, you are taking part. So, we should stop this thing so that our people learn that we are serious as educated people and we are the ones who implement the law.”
And elsewhere, at least 10 people have been killed in a bomb attack on a UN vehicle in the Somali region of Puntland.  

The dead include two Kenyan peacekeepers and seven Somali guards.  Initial suspicion is that the bomb was attached to a UN bus, although other reports say it was a suicide attack. 

The attack in the north-east semi-autonomous region is being blamed on Al-Shabab militants.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Kiir reopens Parliament with a call for peace

· African Union humanitarian team on one week mission to South Sudan 

· Law enforcement officers demolish structures in Hai Gonya area of Juba

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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