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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Parliament to work with security agencies to address insecurity and crime 
· President Salva Kiir makes a rallying call for peace 
· Thieves steal thousands of pounds from Lakes State Education Ministry 
The National Legislative Assembly says it will work with security institutions to ensure law and order across the country.  
The Chairperson of the Assembly’s Committee of Information and Communication, Thomas Wani Kundu, made the comments on Radio Miraya this morning, in relation to increasing reports of crime and insecurity.  
Kundu also said the National Parliament will also support the position of the government in the peace process.

Thomas Wani Kundu: “The top priority is: One we need to reinforce the position of the government on the process of peace which is very important and that was the purpose that led the tenure of the office of the president and the term of the president be extended in order to get peace. Number two, we need security. The stability of security in the country, as you may see that Juba sometimes has a problem – we need to put our hands together as leaders of the people elected by to the parliament by the people. We need to work for their interest to safe guard them.”

The leader of the minority in the parliament, Onyoti Adigo, suggests that the president call a national consensus dialogue of all the stakeholders to discuss and come up with framework for peace. 
Adigo says this should involve all political parties, civil societies, youth, women and religious.

Onyoti Adigo: “There are problems which has been there before the war. We have problems of cattle rustling, border disputes, land grabbling, insecurity and there is corruption, economic…  All this things and foreign policy; these things need people to unite on them so that we have a foundation of good governance, because we need good governance. In fact, there is no good governance. Government is based on service delivery to your people. You need transparency in what you are doing. You need accountability from whoever has made corruption. You need multiparty democracy to bicep every political and civil society to operate normally (and) to have equity distribution of wealth. These things, we need to agree on them.”

The leader of the minority also expressed concern about a budget of 129 million pounds approved by the Council of Ministers to finance the country’s 4th Independence Day celebrations.  
Onyoti says the money should be used save thousands of lives. Thomas Wani Kundu says it is very important to remember the country’s history. 

Meanwhile, President Salva Kiir has made a rallying call to citizens to work towards achieving peace.  

Speaking at the opening of the National Legislature yesterday, the President said it is a collective role of the people to seek peace.  

President Kiir outlined a roadmap for peace, with a specific call to the opposition to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement and commit to the peace process. 

President Kiir: “I call upon all South Sudanese to put aside our internal differences and come together as one people of one nation to save our country. In this regard, my special appeal goes to our brothers in the rebellion to put South Sudan first. I believe our crises are our own and we also own the solutions to them. I ask all the security organs in the country to provide maximum security and good leadership always in protecting the lives of our citizens.”

In the first order of business, the speaker of the house Manasseh Magok Rundial directed the National Minister of Finance to table the 2015/2016national budget before 30 June. 

The government has been asked to speed up the implementation of the media laws. 
Alfred Taban, Chairperson of the Association of Media Development in South Sudan says the laws are vital to guide the work of media practitioners in the country. 
Taban was speaking at the opening of a workshop for journalists on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Media Coverage. 

Alfred Taban: “The media laws were signed into laws last year by the president or the year before but implementation has been very slow. In fact, they are not being implemented at all. I am just warning you that even with this training, it will not solve all your problems because without these laws you cannot function properly in your work. I would like to use this occasion to ask the government, if there are some of their members present here, to implement the media laws.”

At the same training, the Chairperson of the Union of Journalists of South Sudan, Oliver Modi, noted that efforts to address intimidation and harassment of journalists are bearing fruit.  

Oliver Modi: “It is a continuous thing in this country that Journalists have been harassed. Journalists have been arrested; journalists have been intimidated and so on. Indeed within these days, we have not had so far intimidation of journalists and I think that sends a signal that somewhere our dialogues are making impact in the states and I am proud of that.”

The four-day training is being conducted by the Human Rights Division of the UN Mission in collaboration with UNESCO, the Union of Journalists of South Sudan and Albany Limited.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
An investigation into a grenade explosion at a night club in Torit, Eastern Equatoria has extended to the communities.  

Six people were killed and about 30 others injured when the grenade was thrown into the club in the early hours of Saturday morning.  

The State commissioner of Police, Edward Dimitri says CID officers are gathering information from community members as they try to track the culprits behind the attack. 

More than 37,000 South Sudanese Pounds (SSP) has been stolen from the Ministry of Education offices in Lakes State. 

The money was picked from a safety deposit box in the Ministry headquarters in Rumbek.  

The acting Director General in the ministry, Chol Maker, says the money was collected from secondary schools and was meant to be deposited on the ministry’s account.  
Chol says two staff and two guards who were on duty at the time have been arrested.  

Chol Maker: “One policeman, a watchman and two people who were working in the ministry are under investigation.  This money was the collection made at the secondary school and the cashier was supposed to deposit it on the ministry account. According to the cashier, he said he put the money in the chest because we were launching back to learning campaign on Friday and that was the day he was supposed to deposit the money.  He reported 37,873 SSP.” 

Foreign traders operating in Western Bahr el Ghazal have been given seven days to legalize their stay in the state.  

The State Deputy Director of Migration, Maj. Abdelrahaman Mashesh, has instructed the traders to report to the state migration office for the relevant immigration documents.  

Abdelrahaman Mashesh: “The aim of the campaign is to monitor foreigners in the state to know their numbers, who has a document and who do not have documents. This issue is related to the general policy of the country. Everyone who stays must renew the permit every three month, only one hundred seventy five per month. But after more than a week if those who do not come, we will approach them in their places. Delay is what commits them to other things including charges.”
Still in Western Bar hele Ghazal, the Deputy Governor has asked traders in the state to stabilize prices.  

Zakaria Joseph Garang visited Jau market in Wau and noted the high prices of commodities.  

Garang says the hike, experienced over the past two weeks is an ‘exaggerated’ increase that should be stabilized by the businesspeople for the sake of the citizens. 

Zakaria Joseph Garang: “We were in a visit to Jau Market to assess the issue of prices; we found that there was an increase in prices. Though we had confirmed prices before a month, last week and currently, we found that there was an exaggerated increase. Thus, we directed traders to abide by the true prices to give citizens chances of getting items they need with good prices, despite increase in dollar price and difficulties along roads linking us especially the one coming from Sudan.”

The traders however say they are forced to increase prices because of a dollar shortage and closure of the main supply route used to bring in commodities from Sudan.   

A similar assessment mission was conducted by authorities in Yei, Central Equatoria State.

Santo Paul Lasuba the Mayor of Yei Municipal Council visited Yei main market and noted similar hikes in commodity prices. 

Lasuba says his office will meet with the Chamber of Commerce to find out possible ways of addressing the issue.  

In foreign news, South Africa's Zulu King is appealing for calm, following a wave of anti-immigrant violence.  

King Goodwill Zwelithini is partly blamed for fueling the xenophobic attacks after comments he made three weeks ago, saying foreigners must go back to their countries.
The influential king says his comments were distorted. At least 7 people have been killed in the violence.  
And in sports, Rwanda has been chosen to host the 2015 Council for Eastern and Central Africa Football Association (CECAFA) Senior Challenge Cup.

CECAFA officials have confirmed that the tournament will take place in Kigali in November. 

The CECAFA Challenge Cup was not held last year after Ethiopia pulled out as host nation at the eleventh hour citing domestic and international engagements.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Parliament to work with security agencies to address insecurity and crime 

· President Salva Kiir makes a rallying call for peace 

· Thieves steal thousands of pounds from Lakes State Education Ministry 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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