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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Fighting reported in Malakal
· President Kiir travels to Turkey  

· Inmates strike in Mundri County, Western Equatoria
Heavy fighting has broken out in Malakal this morning, reportedly between government forces, following a shooting incident last night.

The UNMISS base in Malakal has seen an influx of new arrivals at the Protection of civilians site following the fighting. 

The Acting Spokesperson for the UN Mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras, says civilians have been arriving at the site since last night.

Joe Contreras: “There has been a steady influx of IDP’s into that protection site in recent days and also we have reports of a significant number of IDP’s arriving at our protection site last night and also this morning in response to a reported outbreak of fighting between SPLA troops and a Shilluk ethnic militia in Malakal town that began last night. We hope that these ethnic tensions will decline in coming days.” 
Unconfirmed reports say the fighting involves troops loyal to army General Johnson Olony.

President Salva Kiir has traveled to Turkey to attend the country’s National Sovereignty Day celebrations.  

The President is accompanied by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin and other government officials.  

Speaking before departure at Juba airport, Marial said the President will use the opportunity to engage with world leaders on the progress of the peace process.  

Barnaba Marial: “President Salva Kiir has been invited to Turkey by the President of Turkey to attend this great day of celebration. I’m sure he will have some sideline meeting with some head of states that will be there, where some bi-lateral issues will be discussed because in such a great meeting leaders find it an opportunity to talk to each other and touch on the bi-lateral issues and also it gives them opportunities to know each other as friends. So it is a great gathering indeed. We, of course in South Sudan our president will be able to explain and share with the other leaders the present crisis in the Republic of South Sudan and how much the government is committed to bring peace in our country.”   

National Sovereignty and Children's Day marks the creation of the Turkish Parliament and highlights the importance of children in the country's development.

Prisoners in Mundri County, of Western Equatoria State went on strike, protesting against prolonged detention periods.  

A group of 13 inmates marched out of the prison cells onto the Police headquarters on Tuesday morning, demanding for the acting commissioner and county judge to bring their cases to trial.  

The prisoners most of who are accused of murder, claim they have been detained for close to five years without trial. 

The Acting County Commissioner of Mundri West County, John Cleopas, says their cases can only be handled by the High Court in the state capital Yambio. 

Cleopas says arrangements have been made to transport the inmates for trial.  

John Cleopas: “After consultation with higher court authorities in Yambio, the Deputy Governor instructed us to transport the prisoners to the state capital in Yambio. So this morning, we arranged for their transport and now they are on their way to Yambio. Their cases cannot be judged by the county judge because it needs the high court and that is why they stayed for up three, four and five years. This is not our fault. This is the fault of the court authorities because usually they used to visit the counties from time to time, but now it is coming to four years since they last visited us here.”
Lecturers of public universities have suspended their strike. 
Phillip Apollo, the spokesperson of the striking lecturers, says the university’s General Assembly met this week and resolved to lift their ‘on and off’ action until July. 

Apollo says the decision was based on a request by President Salva Kiir last month and in consideration of the students. He says the General assembly will reconvene in July to decide their next move.  

Phillip Apollo: “This period is given so that we continue dialogue and communicating with the ministries of Education and Finance to find ways of getting the arrears up to the academic staff. This is just a good will from the academic staff. And thirdly, they also appreciate what the Council of Ministers did concerning the new salary structure. It was passed by the Council of Ministers and it is now in Parliament, although the main issue of the strike which is the arrears has not been met. ” 

The lecturers from the University of Juba, Bahr el-Ghazal University, the Dr. John Garang University and Upper Nile University have been on an on and off strike since February, demanding payment of allowance arrears.  

The allowances were deducted as part of austerity measures announced in 2012.

Civil society groups say internal peace efforts must exist alongside the IGAD mediated talks in Addis Ababa.  

The groups under the South Sudan Civil Society Alliance say citizens should reconcile their differences as individuals, to complement the Addis process.

Santino Mawien Agoth is spokesperson of the Alliance.  

Mawien Agoth: “We have two issues of peace to negotiate, the one in Addis Ababa and internal peace issues. Internal peace dialogue will continue even after signing of a peace agreement because an internal peace process is the process of healing the wounds of war and reintegrating internal displaced people and refugees, as well as looking into the issues of orphans, widows and war-wounded whether combatants or non –combatants.”

The Civil society alliance held a one-day peace symposium to discuss the peace process. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news
Relatives of a Catholic Priest who allegedly went missing last week say they have located him at the Giada army barracks in Juba. 

Father Madol Akot from Rumbek Diocese in Lakes State is said to have disappeared in Juba last Friday. 

Benjamin Bol, a close relative to the priest told Radio Miraya that Father Akot was taken after a disagreement over a plot of land in Tomping, a suburb of Juba.  

Bol claims two of the priests’ brothers who were with him at the time of his arrest were beaten up and are now receiving treatment at Juba Teaching Hospital.  

Benjamin Bol: “He was arrested last Saturday. He was kept in unknown place. We looked around everywhere in the police and also somebody told us that he was taken by the soldiers – the same people who demolished the house are the very people who arrested him. The first two day Saturday and Sunday we did not know his whereabouts, but yesterday at four o’clock we managed to get him at the barracks. I spoke to him face to face yesterday at around four o’clock. He is ok. He has some minor injuries. Only the two boys who were with him – they are the one with bigger injuries and they are admitted at Juba Teaching Hospital.”

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says he does not have information on the alleged incident.    

The Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in South Sudan Moustapha Soumaré says the UN Mission will continue engaging with Unity State government to implement its mandate. 

Mr. Soumaré visited Bentiu in his first visit to the state since taking office last month.  

He met with community leaders and women group representatives in the Protection of Civilian sites and held discussions with the Deputy Governor Mabek Lang Mading. Soumaré underscores the importance of collaboration with the state government.

Moustapha Soumare: "The discussion I had with the state government – it is important that we find a way to engage more with them; and as I was telling the deputy governor, that it is important that we have an open and frank discussion so that we can actually see things on which we can agree and things we don't' agree so that we can work on. There is really a good avenue for us for collaboration with the state government. It is important they understand that for us, implementation of the mandate is the bottom-line."
As we prepare to mark World Malaria Day, the Director of Malaria Control in Wau Teaching Hospital says plans are underway to distribute mosquito nets across the state before the rainy season sets in. 

Abdelgadir Maduak says so far 60,000 nets have been distributed to pregnant mothers.  

Maduak is also appealing to the National ministry of health to restrict the importation of malaria drugs into the country. 

He says some medicines which are no longer effective continue to be brought in without clearance from health authorities. 

Abdelgadir Maduak: "One of the problems is that in the market currently, there are big quantities of medicines. There is artenam, a lot of medicines are entering the market, but there is no bill that we can stop this. But we hope that a bill will be out to allow us stop those medicines. Last year till the beginning of this year, we have distributed more than 60,000 mosquito nets to every pregnant woman who goes for medical checkup. In the coming period, we shall distribute more than 1,000,000 mosquito nets in Western Bahr El-Ghazal to cover all communities so that we reduce the percentage of malaria.”
World Malaria Day will be commemorated on Saturday 25 April, to recognize global efforts to control malaria. 

According to the World Health Organization, 3.3 billion people in 106 countries are at risk of malaria.

We remain in Western Bahr el Ghazal, where street children continue to pose a security concern.  

The State Ministry of Gender estimates there are about 700 children loitering the streets of the Capital Wau.  

Gender minister, Neima Abbass says her ministry is engaging NGOs to come up with ways of managing the street children.  

Neima Abbass: "The children that you see in the markets have become thieves. If you go to the market women or everybody, if you don’t pay attention to your vegetable bag, these children will steal them. The security situation is not stable in the markets. We today have a coordination meeting with UNICEF, UNIMISS, WOTAP organization and other local organizations in the state. We have a plan ready; we even shared with other relevant ministries so that when we begin to gather these children, we should have a place. We extend our hands to the ministry of infrastructure to allow us use the department of transport so that we can begin our work.”
And in regional news, the head of UN Refugee agency UNHCR will visit Kenya in early May to discuss plans to repatriate more than 330,000 Somali refugees following a massacre by Somali Islamists at a Kenyan University.

The visit by Antonio Guterres comes after the Kenyan government gave the United Nations three months to close Dadaab refugee camp, saying Al-Shabaab militants have used it as a hideout. 

UNHCR is planning a pledging conference to raise the money to fund the mass repatriation. 

The Refugee Agency has also urged Kenya to rethink its plan, warning that it is illegal under International conventions to force refugees back to areas where their lives are threatened.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Fighting reported in Malakal

· President Kiir travels to Turkey  

· Inmates strike in Mundri County, Western Equatoria

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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