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Good Morning, it’s 1 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines:

· Government to buy produce directly from farmers
· Army command to investigate Malakal clashes  

· More than 150 shelters under construction for IDPs in Leer County, Unity State

The Ministry of commerce has announced that it will start buying produce directly from farmers. 

The undersecretary in the ministry, Simon Nyang, says the produce will then be supplied to the different states at reasonable prices.

Nyang says the move is to ease prices and address shortages in the market.  

He has also revealed that a regional conference is planned for next month to find a solution to the scarcity of hard currency. 

The undersecretary toured Konyo Konyo market today with Vice President James Wani Igga.

A team from the army headquarters is being dispatched to Malakal to investigate fighting between guards of the Upper Nile State Governor Simon Kun Pouch, and forces under the command of army General Johnson Olony.  

The fighting broke out on Tuesday evening and went on through Wednesday.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says two of the Governors guards were killed. Aguer explains what happened.

Col. Aguer: “That fighting… First of all it was within the headquarters of the Governor of Upper Nile. One of the guards of the governor was wounded and as his colleagues were carrying him to the hospital, they passed by the house of Gen. Johnson Olony and a misunderstanding took place. Out of that misunderstanding, between the two groups of soldiers, a clash took place and two soldiers were killed on the side of the H/Q of the Governor and two injured on the side of the H/Q of Gen Johnson Olony. The SPLA command is organizing an investigation team to go to Malakal to investigate the cause of this incident.”
Col Aguer dismisses reports that Gen. Olony has defected from the SPLA. 

Col. Aguer: “The rumor that Johnson Olony defected is a lie and is cheap propaganda by people who are interested to fish in dirty water. The Chief of General Staff, Gen. Paul Malong Awan, has been in touch with Gen. Olony since the incident started and through the day.” 

Gen Olony, former leader of the South Sudan Democratic movement was granted amnesty and reintegrated into the SPLA in 2013.  

Meanwhile, an additional 1500 people have sought safety at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, following the clashes.  

This number is in addition to the 26,000 IDPs who were already at the UN civilian site.  

Acting UNMISS Spokesperson Joe Contreras says 19 SPLA soldiers gave up their weapons and have also gone to the site for safety.  

Joe Contreras: “Nineteen SPLA soldiers approached the compound yesterday and agreed to be disarmed in exchange for being granted admittance into our facility there. We have done this before in certain situations where SPLA troops have agreed to disarm and remove their uniforms in exchange for receiving protection because once they have done that, they can be regarded as civilians. The situation in Malakal is said to be calm and there has been no shooting thus far today.”
The government has clarified on a budget allocation for the 4th National Independence Day celebrations.  

Addressing journalists in Juba on Wednesday, the President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny said the figure for the 9 July celebrations is just over 34 million pounds.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The government of the Republic of South Sudan has allocated 34,124,496 South Sudanese Pounds only for independence and it is to be broken down that the 27,224,000 pounds is for the celebration, where 1.5 million will go to the embassies of South Sudan around the world and 6,882,000 will go for the Ministry of Electricity.”

Information Minister Michael Makuei was quoted last week after the Council of Ministers meeting as saying the figure was 129 million pounds.  Ateny says the minister was misquoted.

Commenting on the peace talks, Ateny says the government is still waiting for communication from IGAD mediators on the start of the next round of negotiations.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “We have not yet up to now received any official communication from IGAD as regards to whether we should go or not – that’s one thing. The second thing is the suggestion when it came that other African countries should join IGAD, the IGAD themselves are divided. There are countries which say we don’t want the extension of other countries which are not IGAD, while other are for the ideas and so the division among themselves has led to this delay when they settle their house  then we will be ready to go.”

The South Sudan and Sudan Elections commissions have agreed on a learning programme between the two electoral bodies.  

Commission chairperson Professor Abednego Akook Kachuol met with the secretary general of the Sudan commission and resolved that electoral officers from South Sudan will to travel to Khartoum sometime this year for training on election practices. 

Professor Abednego made the revelation on return from Sudan where he had gone to monitor the country’s just concluded elections.  

Prof. Abednego: “We aimed to assess the preparations to the voting, and we also wanted to see how the voting takes place; like how would citizens come and look up their names on the lists and get a ballot and vote. We felt a general calm at the voting centers. We also witnessed clearly transparency. Now we are back to Juba, we want to sensitize our people that power is through the ballot box and that people must exercise their democratic right.”

Tax collectors in Western Equatoria are being encouraged to conduct their work effectively, in light of the current economic crisis.  

The revenue collectors, drawn from all ten counties attended a workshop conducted by the Directorate of Revenue authority in the State ministry of finance. 

Speaking at the opening, State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro emphasized the importance of tax collection.

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “To collect tax is important for all of us, when all of us are crying that our roads is bed and then the USA Government should come to construct our road, where do they get the money in Europe to send  you? They get it from their tax collectors and tax payers. So, if you don’t collect good tax, you are the reason why roads are not being made constructed in the State. So, you only complain that the Government is not doing anything where do we get money to do that work?” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
More than 150 shelters are being constructed for displaced persons and vulnerable communities in Leer County, of Unity State. 

The shelters will accommodate children, women and the elderly.  They are being erected by the Universal Intervention and Development Organization (UNIDO), in Partnership with Catholic Organisation for Relief and Development Aid (CORDAID).
UNIDO Livelihood and Shelter Mobilizer Simon Gatlek Kai says the new shelters will be completed in the coming days.  

Gatlek Kai: “What we are doing here Leer County is we are trying to construct some shelters for vulnerable women and old men. So far, UNIDO in partnership with CORDAID are doing whatever they can to make sure the vulnerable who are living in Leer town particularly will get shelter although it will not cover the all vulnerable. We are only (able to) cover 150 vulnerable people so that we constructed shelters for them.”

Up to 7,000 people who fled violence in parts of Bentiu, Malakal and Ayod have been seeking safety in Leer. 

The county Relief and Rehabilitation office recently asked humanitarian agencies to step in with assistance for the IDPs.  

Preparations are underway to repair a broken dyke in Twic East County of Jonglei State. 

The County has received some of the money needed to repair the broken barrier before the rainy season sets in.  

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya, reports. 

Chaplain Nemaya: “A stretch of about 20km along the dyke was damaged and needs urgent attention before the rains. Twic East county commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurukuch says they have received just over 200,000 pounds, which is more than half of what they require to fix the damaged stretch.   

Dau Akoi Jurukuch: “We received 200,190 Sound Sudanese pounds. It is already in my hands. That is the priority – to process the spare parts of the excavator, because we have the excavator that can do the work.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “And, Jonglei State’s Minister for Physical Infrastructure, John Ngor Kuol, says the joint effort of the government, Korean contingent of the UN Mission in South Sudan and the citizens has proven to be a success in trying to control persistent floods in Jonglei State since last year.”
Clip for John Ngor Kuol: “It is a joint work – the citizens themselves made the work, but the second time, we rescued and we came as a government and we supported the project. The last one now – yes, the government has got a budget for it. That is why that little money is approved, but to make a permanent dyke, we need to have something more than that.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “State authorities says the likelihood of floods in Bor and Twic East are minimal after peacekeepers of the Korean contingent constructed a dyke in Bor County last year. I Chaplain Nemaya, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
The Police service is to open up an emergency call center in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  

Speaking while on a trip to Wau, Inspector General of Police Gen. Pieng Deng Kual said the call center will respond to reports of crime.

The IGP says the equipment has been secured and the center will be operational in the coming days.  

Gen. Piang Deng: "ECC which is emergency call center and 77 response force, we want to adopt here. We have already mobilized our partners and already they have availed necessary equipment and necessary funds and may be after some days they will come here to establish this emergency call center. This is good news for the people of Wau. In every mobile phone you will be able to call 777 and contact the police. We shall discuss with the state authority of how to make it effective.” 

Wau will be the second town after Juba to establish a 777 emergency center.  

In health news, a team of scientists in the United States have developed a drug that has cured monkeys infected with the Ebola virus.  

The treatment, targets the Makona strain of the virus, which caused the current deadly outbreak in West Africa.

All three monkeys receiving the treatment were healthy when the trial ended after 28 days, while three untreated monkeys died within nine days.

The scientists however warn that the experimental drug will need to be tested on humans.  
At present, there are no treatments or vaccines for Ebola that have been proven to work in humans.

And in sports, South Sudan born basketballer, Luol Deng will captain a team of African players in the first ever NBA game to be played on African soil.  
The African side will play against ‘Team World’ in an exhibition game in Johannesburg South Africa, on the 1 August. 
The aim of the game is to make basketball more popular on the African continent. 
Luol Deng currently plays for the Miami Heat basketball team in the United States.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government to buy produce directly from farmers

· Army command to investigate Malakal clashes  

· More than 150 shelters under construction for IDPs in Leer County, Unity State

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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