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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo .
The Headlines:

· SPLM Political Bureau dispatches Defence Minister to Malakal 

· MSF suspends operations in parts of Malakal 
· Western Equatoria Governor appoints new commissioners for Yambio and Mundri West counties

The SPLM party Political Bureau has directed Defense Minister Kuol Manyang to travel to Malakal tomorrow to contain the situation. 

Fighting broke out on Tuesday between guards of Upper Nile State Governor Simon Kun Pouch, and forces under the command of army General Johnson Olony.  

Speaking to Journalists after an extra ordinary Political Bureau meeting this afternoon, acting SPLM party secretary general, Ann Itto said additional SPLA forces have also been deployed.   

Ann Itto: “There are some forces that has been dispatched but he himself tomorrow will be going to Malakal to care of the military issues to make sure that things don’t go out of hand, but the political Bureau also directed him as a member of the Political Bureau to also under take some political activities by talking to the elders there to make sure that the situation is not just addressed militarily but through leaders coming together and working out a long term solution so that people can learn to live together.”

Speaking on the peace process, Ann Itto says the SPLM has accepted a proposal for other African countries to participate directly in negotiations with the opposition.

Ann Itto: “We have learnt that there will be additional countries from Africa who are members of the UN Security Council and these include Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa. In addition to these countries, there will be the TROIKA countries. They have also proposed that EU will be represented, China will be represented, the African Union will be represented and the UN will be represented. We are saying we have accepted the members as proposed.”

Meanwhile latest reports say fighting erupted this afternoon and lasted two hours. 

Medical Charity group, MSF or Doctors without borders has suspended some of its activities in remote areas of Malakal town following the recent clashes. 

MSF-Spain Head of Mission Juan Prieto says they will continue providing lifesaving assistance to IDPs with the UN Protection of Civilians site. Prieto says they have so far received six patients injured in the fighting.  

Juan Prieto: “Due to the insecurity over the past two days, we have considered that it is not safe for the team to go to do outreach activities in Wau Shilluk part of the town is suffering the clashes and the conflict in the past few days, therefore we decided to suspend those activities.  For the time being our team is focused in providing health care in the PoC then also our programme is not only to admit patients, but we also have fixed medial wards for treating TB and Kalhazar.”
Meanwhile, an additional 1500 people have sought safety at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, following the clashes.  

This number is in addition to the 26,000 IDPs who were already at the UN civilian site.  

Acting UNMISS Spokesperson Joe Contreras says 19 SPLA soldiers gave up their weapons and have also gone to the site for safety.  

Joe Contreras: “Nineteen SPLA soldiers approached the compound yesterday and agreed to be disarmed in exchange for being granted admittance into our facility there. We have done this before in certain situations where SPLA troops have agreed to disarm and remove their uniforms in exchange for receiving protection because once they have done that, they can be regarded as civilians. The situation in Malakal is said to be calm and there has been no shooting thus far today.”

The Ministry of commerce has announced that it will start buying produce directly from farmers. 

The undersecretary in the ministry, Simon Nyang, says the produce will then be supplied to the different states at reasonable prices.

Nyang says the move is to ease prices and address shortages in the market.  

He has also revealed that a regional conference is planned for next month to find a solution to the scarcity of hard currency. 

Simon Nyang: “We are calling upon all the local producers to come to the ministry to set their prices.  We want to see their prices then we set ours. We are going to buy their goods to distribute them to other states that have food shortage, but it is not the government that is going to buy them.  It is the partners who are ready to buy the local goods instead of importing goods.”
The undersecretary toured Konyo Konyo market today with Vice President James Wani Igga.

The shortage of dollars on the market is forcing water bottling companies out of business.  

Several factories have halted or reduced production because of a scarcity of hard currency and fuel to run their businesses.  

Cool water factory in Juba is one of the few factories still in operation.  

The company’s acting manager, Nelson Achiek Maker, warns they may stop production when they run out of raw materials.  

Nelson Achiek Maker: “We have our own clients, Aquana has clients, Delta has clients but all these clients are coming to Cool because Cool is the only factory operating now. In actual sense I will not afford to supply all of them but the little that have I will serve whoever needs water. I will give all that I produce because per day I am producing 3000. We are just eying on government to do something because it is something beyond our capacity.” 

Juba has over 30 water bottling factories. Some say their employees may lose their jobs if the situation persists. 

 You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Western Equatoria State Governor, Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro has issued a decree relieving the commissioner of Yambio County.  

John Kuzee has been dismissed and replaced with Hussein Enock Bakumba.  

The Governor has also announced the appointment of Hassan Bakheit Awari as commissioner of Mundri West County following the resignation of the previous commissioner early this year.  

In a separate decree, Governor Bakosoro relieved the chairpersons of the civil service commission, the land commission and the state justice chamber. 

Bakosoro is calling on the new appointees to serve the people effectively.   

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “I thank God that you are witnessing a new change, a change for the good of the state. I would like to advice the new appointees that you are not appointed for me, you are appointed for the people and you need to serve the people not me. I will also appeal to you that please advise us, you advise me and advise the rest of the members in the state. Commissioners you be very close to your people, don’t be very close me. If you are very close to me not your people, it is up to you. I don’t choose commissioners but the people chose commissioners. Do your work diligently, be very creative.”
More than 150 shelters are being constructed for displaced persons and vulnerable communities in Leer County, of Unity State. 

The shelters will accommodate children, women and the elderly.  They are being erected by the Universal Intervention and Development Organization (UNIDO), in Partnership with Catholic Organisation for Relief and Development Aid (CORDAID).

UNIDO Livelihood and Shelter Mobilizer Simon Gatlek Kai says the new shelters will be completed in the coming days.  

Gatlek Kai: “What we are doing here Leer County is we are trying to construct some shelters for vulnerable women and old men. So far, UNIDO in partnership with CORDAID are doing whatever they can to make sure the vulnerable who are living in Leer town particularly will get shelter although it will not cover the all vulnerable. We are only (able to) cover 150 vulnerable people so that we constructed shelters for them.”

Up to 7,000 people who fled violence in parts of Bentiu, Malakal and Ayod have been seeking safety in Leer. 

The county Relief and Rehabilitation office recently asked humanitarian agencies to step in with assistance for the IDPs.  

Still in Leer County, the Director for Agriculture is urging the people to prepare their land for cultivation. 

James Kuony Liah says communities should take advantage of the rainy season to plant, so as to avoid a famine.     

James Kuony Liah: “Let us make a commitment in terms of cultivation as before your small seeds or you get your traditional maloda you just cultivate this is what we know because we no have at the moment for me I can explain to them that  agriculture is the backbone in the country agriculture it is the second to the oil that it is most important to our  communities even though you don’t have a tools you don’t have seeds please you just do your works in the community so that other or NGOS may see you that you are doing your activities.”

Preparations are underway to repair a broken dyke in Twic East County of Jonglei State. 

The County has received some of the money needed to repair the broken barrier before the rainy season sets in.  

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya, reports. 

Chaplain Nemaya: “A stretch of about 20km along the dyke was damaged and needs urgent attention before the rains. Twic East county commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurukuch says they have received just over 200,000 pounds, which is more than half of what they require to fix the damaged stretch.   

Dau Akoi Jurukuch: “We received 200,190 Sound Sudanese pounds. It is already in my hands. That is the priority – to process the spare parts of the excavator, because we have the excavator that can do the work.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “And, Jonglei State’s Minister for Physical Infrastructure, John Ngor Kuol, says the joint effort of the government, Korean contingent of the UN Mission in South Sudan and the citizens has proven to be a success in trying to control persistent floods in Jonglei State since last year.”

John Ngor Kuol: “It is a joint work – the citizens themselves made the work, but the second time, we rescued and we came as a government and we supported the project. The last one now – yes, the government has got a budget for it. That is why that little money is approved, but to make a permanent dyke, we need to have something more than that.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “State authorities says the likelihood of floods in Bor and Twic East are minimal after peacekeepers of the Korean contingent constructed a dyke in Bor County last year. I Chaplain Nemaya, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”

And in sports, South Sudan born basketballer, Luol Deng will captain a team of African players in the first ever NBA game to be played on African soil.  

The African side will play against ‘Team World’ in an exhibition game in Johannesburg South Africa, on the 1st of August.  

The aim of the game is to make basketball more popular on the African continent. 

Luol Deng currently plays for the Miami Heat basketball team in the United States.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM Political Bureau dispatches Defence Minister to Malakal 

· MSF suspends operations in parts of Malakal 

· Western Equatoria Governor appoints new commissioners for Yambio and Mundri West counties

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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