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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines

· Security surrounds the home of SPLM-DC party Chairperson Dr. Lam Akol 
· IGAD mediator says government and opposition should stop the ‘blame-game’
· Renk farmers call for revival of National Agricultural Bank 
The Chairperson of the SPLM-DC political party Dr. Lam Akol says his house in Juba has been surrounded by security agents.  

Dr. Lam told radio Miraya that two military vehicles blocked the roads leading to his home last night. By this morning he said the vehicles were still stationed near his house.  

Dr. Lam says he will not be intimidated.  

Lam Akol: “It is my constitutional right to be free, so I will l not keep quiet. Of course, I will not get out of the house by force but I will not leave any stoned unturned to see to it that this unusual situation is brought to an end as soon as possible. It was actually at about 9pm when we noticed unusual movement of one car that was carrying some soldiers, then not long after that two cars came – one closed one road that leads to my house and the other one closed the other road – because there are two roads. I did call the Minister of security and some friends called other people. The Minister said he would ask the directors but up to now, I have not gotten feedback from him. I am not afraid, but of course there is concern.”
The government and the opposition have been urged to stop the ‘blame game’ and find a peaceful solution to the crisis. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, the Chairperson of the IGAD Special Envoys for the peace process Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin said consultations are ongoing to implement the IGAD-plus framework; to include TROIKA nations and heads of state representing the five African regions.  

Ambassador Mesfin says the leaders from Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa have initiated discussions.  

He says the talks will resume once consultations have been completed. 

Ambassador Mesfin: “I cannot give you the exact date, but definitely when we finalize the necessary consultations between the various actors now, we will set the exact date. The crisis in South Sudan is a crisis created by the political leaders and the solution comes from the political leaders and the people of South Sudan. So the blame game must stop. Secondly, there is no IGAD member who has come openly to oppose this IGAD-plus framework and in fact there is a wider consultation going on for the return of peace and stability to south Sudan.”
The Upper Nile State Government has fled the capital, Malakal following fighting that broke out in the town early this week.  
The Acting State Information Minister, Galuak Lith Hoth Dieu, told Radio Miraya that by Thursday there was still heavy gunfire in the town.  

Dieu accuses forces loyal to SPLA General Johnson Olony of carrying out the shelling.

Hoth Dieu says the state cabinet was forced to flee to Padiang. 

Hoth Dieu: “There are no ministers in Malakal, only the SPLA forces and Johnson Olony. I escaped since yesterday because of the shelling, because they shelled the Governor’s house, they shelled the guest house for ministers, they shelled the headquarters of the Police and they shelled many, many government institutions. The shelling started from the other side of the river and then again even where I am now, I am behind the military garrison, all of us i.e the commissioners of police, of wildlife, prison forces, the deputy governor the ministers, advisors – we are all here because we escaped the shelling.”     

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Gen Johnson Olony downplayed the fighting, blaming it on criminal elements.  

Olony confirms the fighting broke out after a disagreement between his guards and the guards of State Governor Simon Kun Pouch on Tuesday – but says the matter was resolved. 
Olony says he remains loyal to the SPLA.

Gen. Olony: “What I would like to tell the people of South Sudan is I am in contact with the SPLA authorities. I have just spoken with the Army Chief of Staff and he ordered me to withdraw my bodyguards and actually I am ready to come to Juba at any time. So there is no problem going on. We have already cleared everything. Our forces are there in Malakal and my bodyguards are withdrawn.  There is no tension up to now between us and those of Akoka. We are still one people. What happened is a criminal issue and the government is taking care of it. This is what I can tell you.”  
Gen Olony, formerly commanded the South Sudan Democratic Movement. He was granted amnesty and reintegrated into the SPLA in 2013.  

Defence Minister Kuol Manyang is expected in Malakal today.

The SPLM party Political Bureau directed the Minister to travel and contain the situation there. 

Acting SPLM party secretary general, Ann Itto told journalists yesterday that additional SPLA forces have also been deployed.   

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The United States government has announced a donation of 16 million US dollars in humanitarian assistance for people affected by the conflict.  

The USAID Mission Director in Juba, Teresa McGhie, says the money will be channeled through the World Food program to go towards nutrition, shelter, water and health services. 

Teresa McGhie: “We are now on a race against time to being all of our resources to bare and to avert much suffering as a result of extreme hunger again this year. This new assistance will improve access to food and nutrition services for South Sudan’s most vulnerable and to put in treatment for malnourished children. It will also provide much needed health care services to conflict affected communities as well a critical water, sanitation and hygiene assistance.”
An early warning systems network cautions that an estimated 3 million people face extreme hunger, and the number could reach 3.5 million by June this year.  

A new market monitoring system to enable farmers track market prices has been launched in Western Equatoria State.  

The system links farmers in the Greater Equatoria region to markets, by giving up to date information on commodity prices.  

The UN World Food Program has trained staff from the Agriculture ministry to collect data and feed into the system. 

Program head, Shaun Hughes says local farmers are able to request and receive information on commodity prices through a website or via SMS onto their phones.  

Shaun Hughes: “The monitoring system comprises an interruptive on line date platform using web-based systems such as SMS possibilities. These act as an incentive for farmers to re-invest in agriculture for improved food security and economic development. We are all very well aware of Western Equatoria State comparative advantage as a potential breadbasket of the country.”
Farmers in Renk County of Upper Nile state are proposing that the government channel the distribution of tractors recently handed over to the Ministry of Agriculture through the National Agricultural Bank. 

Last week President Salva Kiir unveiled the 1,000 tractors for distribution through farmers associations. 

The chairperson of the farmers union, Salah Deng Fiot, says the process would be best managed through the agricultural bank.  

Salah Deng Fiot: “We have learned that the national Ministry of Agriculture has organized a seminar for the State Ministers of Agriculture, and that they have decided to form cooperatives, with each given 15 tractors. We in northern Upper Nile have rejected this proposal because there is an agricultural bank established through presidential orders; therefore we call for handing these tractors to the agricultural bank which is responsible for the follow up and success of the agricultural season.”  

A delegation from the National Ministry of Mineral and Petroleum is in Western Bahr el Ghazal to initiate the process of establishing a state advisory committee on minerals. 

The delegation headed by Cosmos Pitia, the Director General for mineral development has presented the state’s vast mineral potential to the state Council of Ministers. 

Pitia says the committee will form a link between the state and national government.  

The shortage of dollars on the market is forcing water bottling companies out of business.  

Several factories have halted or reduced production because of a scarcity of hard currency and fuel to run their businesses.  

Cool water factory in Juba is one of the few factories still in operation.  

The company’s acting manager, Nelson Achiek Maker, warns they may stop production when they run out of raw materials.  

Nelson Achiek Maker: “We have our own clients, Aquana has clients, Delta has clients but all these clients are coming to Cool because Cool is the only factory operating now. In actual sense I will not afford to supply all of them but the little that have I will serve whoever needs water. I will give all that I produce because per day I am producing 3000. We are just eying on government to do something because it is something beyond our capacity.” 

Juba has over 30 water bottling factories. Some say their employees may lose their jobs if the situation persists. 

Raja County in Western Bahr el Ghazal State has witnessed an influx of traders coming in from Wau and Aweil, to buy commodities for sale. 

Raja County Commissioner James Marodama Benjamin says this has pushed prices up and caused a shortage of items in the market.  

James Marodama: “We were surprised with businessmen from Wau and Northern Bahr el Ghazal. They come in big number buying big quantities of food items including sorghum, simsim and others. Maybe this is why citizen in the market were surprised to see why people come from Wau and Aweil to load sorghum and other things. But in terms of increase in prices of imported commodities, they are very expensive. In Raja price of sugar is more than Wau, because we have an issue of transport that is why a kilogram of sugar is 12 South Sudanese pounds.”
And, tomorrow, Saturday the world will commemorate World Malaria Day.  
This year’s theme ‘Invest in the Future, Defeat Malaria’, carries on from 2013 as a call from the World Health Organisation to the global health community to make more investments to fight malaria by 2015. 

Meanwhile clinical trials of a malaria vaccine suggest it could help protect millions of children against malaria. 

Tests on 16,000 children from seven African countries found that booster doses were of limited use and vaccines in young babies were not significantly effective. 

However the scientists who have been working on the vaccine for the past 20 years describe this step as a milestone.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Security surrounds the home of SPLM-DC party Chairperson Dr. Lam Akol 

· IGAD mediator says government and opposition should stop the ‘blame-game’

· Renk farmers call for revival of National Agricultural Bank 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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