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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Political Party Alliance calls for ‘release’ of SPLM-DC party Chairperson Lam Akol 
· IGAD mediator says government and opposition should stop the ‘blame-game’
· New monitoring system links farmers to markets 
The South Sudan Political Parties Alliance has called on the government to release its leader, Dr. Lam Akol. 

The alliance of 12 political parties issued a statement this afternoon, condemning the alleged house arrest of the SPLM-DC party chairperson.

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Lwak Nelson

Lwak Nelson: “The National Alliance, a grouping of different opposition parties, say the alleged house arrest of Dr. Lam Akol is politically motivated. Addressing press in Juba this afternoon, the alliance said the move by security to surround the house of SPLM-DC leader contravenes the country’s transitional constitution. The secretary of the alliance, Martin Aligo Abe, while reading the position of the Alliance to the press, said government has been clamping on the rights of the political parties. The government has not responded to reported house arrest of the National Alliance Lam Akol since the news broke this morning. I am Lwak Nelson for Radio Miraya News.”
Lam Akol spoke to us earlier today and told us security agents surrounded his house in Juba at 9 o’clock last night – and were still stationed there, by 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  He says he will not be intimidated.  

Lam Akol: Lam Akol: “It is my constitutional right to be free, so I will l not keep quiet. Of course, I will not get out of the house by force but I will not leave any stoned unturned to see to it that this unusual situation is brought to an end as soon as possible. It was actually at about 9pm when we noticed unusual movement of one car that was carrying some soldiers, then not long after that two cars came – one closed one road that leads to my house and the other one closed the other road – because there are two roads. I did call the Minister of security and some friends called other people. The Minister said he would ask the directors but up to now, I have not gotten feedback from him. I am not afraid, but of course there is concern.”

The government and the opposition have been urged to stop the ‘blame game’ and find a peaceful solution to the crisis. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, the Chairperson of the IGAD Special Envoys for the peace process Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin said consultations are ongoing to implement the IGAD-plus framework; to include TROIKA nations and heads of state representing the five African regions.  

Ambassador Mesfin says the leaders from Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa have initiated discussions.  

He says the talks will resume once consultations have been completed. 

Ambassador Mesfin: “I cannot give you the exact date, but definitely when we finalize the necessary consultations between the various actors now, we will set the exact date. The crisis in South Sudan is a crisis created by the political leaders and the solution comes from the political leaders and the people of South Sudan. So the blame game must stop. Secondly, there is no IGAD member who has come openly to oppose this IGAD-plus framework and in fact there is a wider consultation going on for the return of peace and stability to South Sudan.”

The United States government has announced a donation of 16 million US dollars in humanitarian assistance for people affected by the conflict.  

The USAID Mission Director in Juba, Teresa McGhie, says the money will be channeled through the World Food program to go towards nutrition, shelter, water and health services. 

Teresa McGhie: “We are now on a race against time to being all of our resources to bare and to avert much suffering as a result of extreme hunger again this year. This new assistance will improve access to food and nutrition services for South Sudan’s most vulnerable and to put in treatment for malnourished children. It will also provide much needed health care services to conflict affected communities as well a critical water, sanitation and hygiene assistance.”

An early warning systems network cautions that an estimated 3 million people face extreme hunger, and the number could reach 3.5 million by June this year.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Centre for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba will hold a public lecture today on dealing with atrocities of the past.  

The discussion will focus on whether a recently leaked African Union Human Rights report will provide answers. 
Dr. Luka Biong, the Director for the center of Peace and Development studies says the lecture will engage opinions of legal experts, civil society and women’s representatives.  

Dr. Luka Biong: “It has become clear that the commission has started to speak on issues not in its mandate; how can they call for exclusion of government official and that South Sudan should be put under the UN or the African Union, and that mean a foreign rule of South Sudan? This is not their mandate. And whatever happens, this is not a good thing that a member of the commission should express these ideas. This is not their mandate. Their mandate is to investigate and to make recommendations that could bring justice and reconciliation in South Sudan.”
A new market monitoring system to enable farmers track market prices has been launched in Western Equatoria State.  

The system links farmers in the Greater Equatoria region to markets, by giving up to date information on commodity prices.  

The UN World Food Program has trained staff from the Agriculture ministry to collect data and feed into the system. 

Program head, Shaun Hughes says local farmers are able to request and receive information on commodity prices through a website or via SMS onto their phones.  

Shaun Hughes: “The monitoring system comprises an interruptive on line date platform using web-based systems such as SMS possibilities. These act as an incentive for farmers to re-invest in agriculture for improved food security and economic development. We are all very well aware of Western Equatoria State comparative advantage as a potential breadbasket of the country.”

Still in Western Equatoria State a new resource center has been opened for communities of Mvolo County. 
The center was constructed by the Recovery, Reintegration and Peacebuilding unit of the UN Mission, after the people sounded a need for a place to meet and conduct workshops.  

Mvolo County commissioner, James Arona Abdullai thanked UNMISS for its contribution.

James Arona Abdullai: “I am happy because you have taken a wise decision to include Mvolo County in your project. You know this community is your community and you have a love to come or to develop this place. And to develop this place is not an easy task; this is my appreciation to you because what have decided to do it happens. I am sure this building will help, will change and develop this community of Mvolo County especially in business activities.”             

In regional news, peacekeepers of the UN Mission in Darfur have repelled two attacks by unidentified armed men in Kass, north-west of Nyala, in South Darfur.  

Four attackers were killed in the gunfire exchange and six peacekeepers and one assailant were injured. 
In a press statement the UNAMID mission says the first attack took place on 23 April when about 40 gunmen on horses and camels opened fire on Nigerian troops protecting a water point. 
While the second incident occurred this morning when a UNAMID patrol travelling from Nyala was attacked near the Mission’s base in Kass. 
The African Union-United Nations joint mission has condemned the attacks and calling on the Government of Sudan to speedily investigate the incidents and bring the perpetrators to book.

And, tomorrow, Saturday the world will commemorate World Malaria Day.  

This year’s theme ‘Invest in the Future, Defeat Malaria’, carries on from 2013 as a call from the World Health Organisation to the global health community to make more investments to fight malaria by 2015. 

Meanwhile clinical trials of a malaria vaccine suggest it could help protect millions of children against malaria. 

Tests on 16,000 children from seven African countries found that booster doses were of limited use and vaccines in young babies were not significantly effective. 

However the scientists who have been working on the vaccine for the past 20 years describe this step as a milestone.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Political Party Alliance calls for ‘release’ of SPLM-DC party Chairperson Lam Akol 

· IGAD mediator says government and opposition should stop the ‘blame-game’
· New monitoring system links farmers to markets 
That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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