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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Malakal students miss secondary school exams 
· Lead negotiator Nhial Deng Nhial leads government delegation to Eritrea 
· Ministry of Heath targets IDPs over immunization week 

As more than 10,000 students start their South Sudan Secondary Leaving certificate examinations today, candidates in Malakal, are not able to write the papers because of the insecurity.  

Papers were delivered to Malakal center, but are being kept at the Police station as the 78 registered candidates seek safety at the UN Protection of civilian site. Students in Renk, Maban and Melut counties in Upper Nile are going ahead with the exams.  

The Secretary General for Examination in Ministry of Education National Government, Lul Ruei Kong, says the exams are being sat in more than 80 centers across the country. 

Kong says Education John Gai officially rang the bell launching the start of the exams this morning at the Supiri Secondary School in Juba.

Lul Ruei Kong: “This is the South Sudan Examination Sudan Curriculum. The number of students sitting is 10,686 candidates. They are sitting in 82 centers in all the states except Eastern Equatoria and Abyei Administrative area. The only center which is now in observation is the center of Malakal. The Centre of Malakal is not sitting – about 78 students – so the government is containing the town and the exams are kept in Police station. Now the students are in the UNMISS.”
In Western Bahr El-Ghazal, just over 2700 students are sitting the exams this year. Of these, 900 are girls and the remaining 1,800 are boys.  The exams are being sat in 24 centers across the state.  

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan is urging the students to do their best.  

Rizik Zakaria: “We have come to you because this is one of the new schools established by the state government in the state. For Buluk Center, this is the first time students sit in this center. We have hope in you for success in the state. We trust that since you have chosen your syllabus on the basis of old syllabus as a continuation, for sure your choice will not be wrong and we see in you success”.

The South Sudan Secondary Leaving certificate examinations are based on the Sudanese curriculum, but the students will be issued with South Sudan certificates. 

Eastern Equatoria and Abyei have not provided candidates this year because they have fully implemented the South Sudan curriculum. 

A high level government delegation has traveled to Eritrea.  
The delegation is led by Nhial Deng Nhial – leader of the government delegation to the Addis Ababa peace talks. 

Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the team is making the visit to strengthen bi-lateral relations between South Sudan and Eritrea.  

Meanwhile the government spokesperson has spoken out on reports that SPLM-DC party chairperson Dr. Lam Akol is under house arrest.  

On Friday Lam Akol said military vehicles had blocked the two roads leading to his house in Juba.  

Makuei denies the claims and says the political party leader is making the claims for political gain. 
Michael Makuei: “He is not under house arrest; of course he wants to create a situation where by he wants to build himself politically. So he believes that if he is arrested by the government that will boost his position of course”  

We spoke with Lam Akol on Sunday.  He said the security presence outside his home has been increased. 

Lam Akol: “No there has not been any change. On the contrary even last night they increased their cars from four to six, so it means that it is being escalated rather than getting down. We have made attempt to talk to the responsible people but they have been averse, they did not come back to us.”  

This week the world is marking World Immunization Week.  
The last seven days of April are set aside every year for a global public health campaign to raise awareness and increase rates of immunization.  
The National Ministry of health will over the next few days engage in a series of vaccination campaigns.  
Dr. Anthony Laku is the Director for Expanded Program for Immunization in the National Ministry of Health. Dr. Laku says over the next few days, the ministry will engage in a series of vaccination campaigns.  

Anthony Laku: “This vaccination week is meant for awareness so that if somebody has a child under one year and did not finish the routine vaccination, he is supposed to take the child for vaccination during this week so that at least they are given all the antigens. The start was in Juba in the PoCs and places that are difficult to reach, and they will be continuing up to the 30th of this month. Whereby children under one year are brought to the health facility and are and of course women of child bearing age against Tetanus.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Children demobilized from the South Sudan Democratic Movement Cobra faction are being taught vocational skills to give them a head start in life.  

On Friday, 282 boys and 1 girl were freed from the cobra faction, in Labrab, a village in a remote area of Jonglei.  

The children have been moved to an interim center where UN Children Organisation UNICEF will provide them with food, shelter and psychosocial support as their families are traced. 

UNICEF Deputy Country Representative, Ettie Higgins, says the older children will attend vocational classes to improve their livelihoods.

Ettie Higgins: “For the older boys, we are supporting livelihoods, for example some of the children will benefit from an apprenticeship program with a bakery in Pibor – that is actually starting this week and then they will be able to set up their own small business in the afternoons after their classes in the mornings. We are not supporting them with actual grants; we are supporting them with skills we are also trying to establish other vocational training opportunities such as carpentry, mechanics and electrics.”
This brings the total number of children demobilized from the cobra militia to 1,757 since January.  

In regional news, at least two people have been killed in violent clashes in Burundi.

The clashes erupted after President Pierre Nkurunziza announced his bid to stand for a third term in office.

Police shot in the air to disperse thousands of protestors who defied a ban to take to the streets of the capital Bujumbura. 

President Nkurunziza was nominated to run by his governing CNDD-FDD party. Opponents say it is unconstitutional and threatens a peace deal that ended the 12-year civil war in 2005.

And, the death toll from an earthquake in Nepal has reached 3,200 and another 6,500 have been injured. 

The quake measuring 7.8-on the Richter scale struck the South Asia country on Saturday morning. 

Dozens of people are also reported to have been killed in neighboring China and India.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again: 
· Malakal students miss secondary school exams 

· Lead negotiator Nhial Deng Nhial leads government delegation to Eritrea 

· Ministry of Heath targets IDPs over immunization week 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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