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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Parliament endorses President’s speech 

· Supreme Court dismisses political parties’ election petition 

· Malakal students miss secondary school exams 
The National Legislative Assembly has passed the President’s speech delivered at the opening of National Legislative Assembly last week. 

A select committee scrutinized the speech and presented a report to the house today.  

Leader of the minority, Onyoti Adigo said the President’s address fell short of addressing the current economic crisis in the country.

Onyoti Adigo: “The government must come out with clean plans on how deal with the food shortages in the country in a comprehensive way. Piecemeal solutions will only aggravate the problem. The prices of the essential commodities in the market are sky rocketing all over the country and the government is not doing anything. The government should have a well-functioning, accountable public sector that makes sound policy, regulates the markets, mobilizes public resources and delivers services.”

Chief whip Tulio Odongi Ayaho said measures are under way to address the economic concerns.

Tulio Odongi Ayaho: “The government shall come up with intervention measures in the economy by tackling micro economic adjustment and fiscal risk and monetary exchange adjustment. The legislatures need to be part of this intervention and must be ever closer with the executive in order intervene in this present economic situation.” 

While debating the President’s speech, the Parliamentarians resolved that the President has the powers to use Article 101 section ‘R’ of the constitution to extend the terms of State Governors.  This was after it was noted that there is no provision in the transitional constitution that comes out clearly on the status of the state governors following the amendment of the constitution.  

The Supreme Court has dismissed a petition filed by opposition parties challenging the conduct of elections.  

An alliance of 18 political parties filed the petition in January this year, after the National Elections Commission announced elections for June. Sani Martin is here with more. 

Sani Martin: “Reading out the ruling in court, Chief Justice Chan Reech Madut said there is no case because the National Elections Commission has since postponed the vote from June 30th to 2018.”

  

Reech Chan Madut: “At the beginning there a dispute to be decided by the Supreme Court, but once the defendant cancelled the elections which brought the dispute with the plaintiff, the court has nothing to decide upon, plaintiff course of action has ceased to exist in the light of some recent constitutional amendment, the remedy requested by the plaintiff has been addressed by the action of the defendant when they gave what the plaintiff requested that is to say the ultimate cancellation  of the 30th of June  2015 election calendar.”

Sani Martin: “The political parties welcomed the ruling. Kolnerio Kon, is the Acting Chairperson of South Sudan Political Alliance.”
Kolnerio Kon: “We presented the court case. There was a programme for conducting the elections. There was no plan for extension of the elections. There was a programme to conduct the elections. As a result of a tactic, when the accused was killed, this led to the closure of our case. If the accused was alive and wants to conduct the elections the case would continue but the accused was killed then they must close the case .We appreciate the judges and the support of the people of South Sudan to our case.”

Sani Martin: “Meanwhile the Chairperson of the National Election Commission Abednego Akok said the court’s ruling is a step forward to a democratic process in the country.”
Abednego Akok: “Anybody who has any doubt with the election producers, he or she is justified to go to the court and time on I usual say the political parties who have gone to the court to open the case they are free and it has confirmed itself now before the court, and I thank them very much for what they have done, and this is a process this must be adopted by anybody who doubt always the steps being taken the commission.”

Sani Martin: “The National Legislature in March voted to amend the constitution to extend the mandate of the Presidency and elected officials to 2018.  The government says the extension is necessary to allow for the peace process to go on uninterrupted.  I am Sani Martin for Radio Miraya news.”  

The University of Juba is set to graduate 3500 students tomorrow, in the university’s first graduation since Independence.  

The ceremony will take place at the newly constructed College of Law opposite the Dr. John Garang mausoleum in Juba. 

The University’s Vice Chancellor, Professor John Akec, says they are expecting up to 5,000 guests to witness the historic event.

 Akec says President Salva Kiir as Chancellor of the university will officiate at the ceremony.  He explains the significance of the graduation. 

Professor Akec: “This is the first graduation being organised by the University of Juba post-Independence, secondly we have never had any graduation since 2002, so in that respect also this is a big milestone.  For our nation, we want our graduates to be instruments of peace and national cohesion.  We want them to learn to work together.  We want them to learn from their experiences at the university, the hardships and struggles they have gone through and to apply that in their lives so they are very successful in their future as well.”
As more than 10,000 students start their South Sudan Secondary Leaving certificate examinations today, candidates in Malakal, are not able to write the papers because of the insecurity.  

Papers were delivered to Malakal center, but are being kept at the Police station as the 78 registered candidates seek safety at the UN Protection of civilian site. Students in Renk, Maban and Melut counties in Upper Nile are going ahead with the exams.  

The Secretary General for Examination in Ministry of Education National Government, Lul Ruei Kong, says the exams are being sat in more than 80 centers across the country. 

Kong says Education John Gai officially rang the bell launching the start of the exams this morning at the Supiri Secondary School in Juba.

Lul Ruei Kong: “This is the South Sudan Examination Sudan Curriculum. The number of students sitting is 10,686 candidates. They are sitting in 82 centers in all the states except Eastern Equatoria and Abyei Administrative area. The only center which is now in observation is the center of Malakal. The Centre of Malakal is not sitting – about 78 students – so the government is containing the town and the exams are kept in Police station. Now the students are in the UNMISS.”

In Western Bahr El-Ghazal, just over 2700 students are sitting the exams this year. Of these, 900 are girls and the remaining 1,800 are boys.  The exams are being sat in 24 centers across the state.  

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan is urging the students to do their best.  

Rizik Zakaria: “We have come to you because this is one of the new schools established by the state government in the state. For Buluk Center, this is the first time students sit in this center. We have hope in you for success in the state. We trust that since you have chosen your syllabus on the basis of old syllabus as a continuation, for sure your choice will not be wrong and we see in you success”.

The South Sudan Secondary Leaving certificate examinations are based on the Sudanese curriculum, but the students will be issued with South Sudan certificates. 

Eastern Equatoria and Abyei have not provided candidates this year because they have fully implemented the South Sudan curriculum. 

Meanwhile the exams are also going ahead in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, where more than 1,000 students are sitting the papers. 

The Director in the State Ministry of Education, Jok Aleu Jok advises teachers and parents to give total support to the candidates.  

Aleu Jok: “Before exams we use to tell the teachers that, let the child be patient not to hurry the such questions if it is difficult let him or her go for the easiest questions. And later on will come and drag his or her mind to recall back at least answering some questions according to his or her understanding. For the parents, I advise them even though we know conditions of the salaries and conditions of our Community. For the parents at least to give sandwich. At least a child can go with something in his/her stomachs that also will a child to perform, so fresh with fresh stomach.”

The South Sudan Secondary Leaving certificate examinations are based on the Sudanese curriculum, but the students will be issued with South Sudan certificates. The exams end on the 7th of May. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news

A conflict mitigation campaign has been launched in Warrap State.  

The initiative aims to educate communities on the causes, effects and resolution of conflicts. 

The state advisor for peace and reconciliation, Adelino Rip Goc says the campaign targets cattle keepers, community leaders and women. 

Goc says they have so far reached communities in Tonj South and Gogrial East counties.

Adelino Rip Ajak: “We are telling them when two people are fighting, the third person should not join it is the government that will come in and separate and if there is a third person he must come in to separate the two making himself or herself as a peace maker so this is what the message we are giving them the question of revenge is out of issue we do not like that. Any person who has been done wrong has to result to the law other than revenge.”

The campaign is being conducted in collaboration with the civil affairs department in the United Nations Mission – UNMISS.”  

Children demobilized from the South Sudan Democratic Movement Cobra faction are being taught vocational skills to give them a head start in life.  

On Friday, 282 boys and 1 girl were freed from the cobra faction, in Labrab, a village in a remote area of Jonglei.  

The children have been moved to an interim center where UN Children Organisation UNICEF will provide them with food, shelter and psychosocial support as their families are traced. 

UNICEF Deputy Country Representative, Ettie Higgins says the older children will attend vocational classes to improve their livelihoods.

Ettie Higgins: “For the older boys, we are supporting livelihoods, for example some of the children will benefit from an apprenticeship program with a bakery in Pibor – that is actually starting this week and then they will be able to set up their own small business in the afternoons after their classes in the mornings.  We are not supporting them with actual grants; we are supporting them with skills we are also trying to establish other vocational training opportunities such as carpentry, mechanics and electrics.”
This brings the total number of children demobilized from the cobra militia to 1,757 since January.  

And in regional news, Sudan's Al-Bashir has been declared winner of the country’s presidential elections.  

The Chairperson of the Sudan National Elections Commission, Prof Mukhtar al-Asam has announced on State television that Bashir garnered more than 94 percent of the vote to extend his rule by another five-year term. 

The country's main opposition parties boycotted the elections and reported low voter turnout in the process. The elections were held from the 13th to the 15th of this month.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Parliament endorses President’s speech 

· Supreme Court dismisses political parties’ election petition 

· Malakal students miss secondary school exams 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
5

