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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Tensions rise following attack in Cuibet County, Lakes State
· IGAD mediators accuse government and opposition of violations

· MPs in Warrap summon finance minister over state budget  

Two people were killed and several others injured in an attack in Cuibet County of Lakes State.

The attack occurred this morning in what is believed to be a revenge attack.

Cuibet County commissioner, Isaac Mayom Makek, says police from Rumbek have been deployed to prevent further violence in the county.

Isaac Mayom Makek: “This morning around 6 am there was revenge killing which happened in Abyeichok in Duong Payam where two people were killed. This is a revenge killing but now there is tension between these two clans of Panawur and Panagwor. I called forces from Rumbek to come and some from Cuibet, now another force from Cuibet has arrived and I sent them to where they can even separate the people.”

IGAD has reported ceasefire violations by both the government and opposition.  
In its latest report covering the last two weeks of March, the Monitor and Verification Mechanism recorded violations in Unity and Jonglei states. 

Breaches of the ceasefire agreement were reported in Rubkona town, Kilo 30, Guit and Nhialdiu in Unity State. 

Attacks were also reported in Ayod county of Jonglei state.  Both parties have been urged to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement. 

A panel of experts from United Nations Headquarters in New York is in the country to assess the performance of the UN Mission.  

The experts will meet with various officials, and have so far held discussions with Foreign Affairs minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin. 

During the meeting, the foreign affairs minister urged the UN to consult with the Government of South Sudan in the event that it considers revisions to the mission’s its mandate.  

Acting spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras confirmed the visit of the experts to Radio Miraya.

Joe Contreras: “There is a panel of experts who have come out from the UN headquarters to look at entire subject of peacekeeping also to assess the performance of peacekeeping in South Sudan. I understand that the panel of experts met with foreign affairs minister of the government Dr. Barnaba Marial Benjamin and also meeting with members of peacekeeping operation during their visit.”

The Ministry of Education has started the process of integrating peacebuilding into the school curriculum.  

UN Children’s organization UNICEF has handed the ministry a set of reading materials that will be considered for study in schools across the country. 

William Ater, an advisor in the ministry of education stresses the importance of the peacebuilding program.

William Ater: “Partners who are engaged in this building effort this is the most important topic at this particular time in South Sudan and we recognize your support and we recognize what you have been doing, and we would like you to continue and especially the radios. (We ask) other radios that have been existing to increase the time given to the programme related to peace and peacebuilding in the country. It is important for us to address the future because the future is our children.”

Thelma Majela is the UNICEF’S Life skills and peacebuilding Manager says the program is designed to establish a link between education and peacebuilding.  

Thelma Majela: “We are part of the 14 countries that are piloting this program, and the programme, is in a very simple way, trying to establish the relationship between education and peace building. The question we are trying to answer is: “When we programmed for education, can we reduce violence?” This is the question we are trying to answer; can education bring a difference in the reduction of violence? When we do different in our programmes, can we over time see reduction of violence. Peace education is all the activities that you do to change the mind of a child or a student even out of school to think differently.”

The peacebuilding program was piloted in South Sudan in 2012.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Warrap State Legislative Assembly has summoned the State Minister of Finance.  

The MPs want Andrea Aguer Ariik to clarify on the implementation of the state budget for the financial year 2014-2015. 

Among the queries is the usage of three million US dollars that was earmarked for fighting hunger in the state. 

Madot Dut Deng is the speaker of the state assembly.  

Dut Deng: “He is coming to explain the conditional transfer from various ministries – the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health – did this money reached the targeted areas or not? You know there are about six or eight points included. The three million because this a huge amount and it’s going to purchase dura to help the citizen, so this amount is very important. The Minister is supposed to come alone and explain to the parliament that the government of  the Republic of South Sudan has allocated this amount for Warrap State to purchase dura for the people.”

In separate development, Warrap State Governor Nyandeng Malek Delice has relieved the State Minister of Education.  

Victor Atem Atem was dismissed from his post in a decree announced on Tuesday.

Just days after fresh fighting was reported in Unity State, a women’s peace forum has opened in the state capital Bentiu. 

 Women groups have been meeting over the past two days, to discuss ways of Promoting peace in the country. 

The ladies are considering traditional ways of attaining peace and reconciliation.  The forum is being supported by the civil affairs section of the UN Mission (UNMISS).

Angiwe Mwale, a civil affairs officer with UNMISS explains the importance of the dialogue. 

Angiwe Mwale: “Well we are basically trying to rest awareness of the conflict trigger and how best they could find way of tackling them in this workshop we are encouraging traditional mechanism of tackling conflict so women have been good so they come up with different ways of tackling conflict like involving so many people through dialogue sitting down and communicating.”

The Head of the UN Mission in South Sudan has met with children who were recently released from the cobra faction of the South Sudan Democratic Alliance in Jonglei State.  

Ellen Margrethe Loej traveled to Pibor and visited the children at an interim center ran by UN Children’s Organisation, UNICEF. 

During her visit, Ms. Loej also met with David Yau Yau, the chief administrator of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area and former commander of the Cobra Faction.  

She urged Yau Yau to continue supporting efforts to secure the release of an estimated 500 child soldiers who are still associated with his Cobra Faction. 

Ellen Loej: “Children do not belong with guns in their hands.  We had a very open and frank discussion and I really appreciated meeting not only the administrator himself but his whole administration. I leave here with a lot of hope for peace and development in the Greater Pibor area. If we all put our efforts together and work dedicated for peace and stability and economic development, I am sure we can make it for the boys and girls out there.”

Meanwhile, local and religious leaders are being involved in the demobilization and reintegration process of the children released from the ranks of the cobra faction.  

Just over 1,300 children have been freed and are under the care of UN Children’s organization UNICEF and other humanitarian partners, as their families are traced.

Shaun Collins, a psychosocial consultant with UNICEF child protection explains that religious and local leaders are vital in the reintegration process.

Shaun Collins: “Very important because religion is part of daily life here in Pibor and in South Sudan in general, so of course it is absolutely crucial. The church is an important leader within the community and also it helps in psychological healing as well. So we are providing a range of psychological interventions which are integrated into things like education, youth groups, youth centers and churches and we are also looking at developing the program with local traditional healers as well, so we can have something that is relevant to the local community here.”

And in sports, a rising South Sudanese basketballer is attracting the attention of many basketball clubs in the United States of America.   
Bol Riek who stands at 7 feet 2 inches has been playing basketball in America for over two years, and is currently signed up with the Indiana Elite 2017 squad. 
Riek’s coach Ryan Owens says several college coaches are interested in snapping up the young college student.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Tensions rise following attack in Cuibet County, Lakes State

· IGAD mediators accuse government and opposition of violations

· MPs in Warrap summon finance minister over state budget  

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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