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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· High level government delegation in Yambio to investigate weekend gunfire 

· Executive Director gunned down in road ambush in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State
· Conflict affected children demand an education 

A high level government committee has travelled to Yambio in Western Equatoria to investigate gunfire that erupted there over the weekend. 

 Heavy shooting took place in Yambio town on Friday night and Saturday morning.  Sources say a group of armed home guards, known as arrow boys shot randomly in the Hai Kuba area. 

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the committee compromising army, MPs and government officials is tasked with normalizing the situation and establishing the cause of the gunfire. 
Col. Aguer: “There is a high level committee that is on the ground that is establishing the facts on what caused those incidents. We are waiting an official report from that committee to tell us about these unfortunate incidents in Yambio. The situation is right now in the last 24 hours it has been calm. And the committee is moving around in Yambio trying to calm down the situation and let the people return to their homes and the market open and secure and later on the investigation will continue.”   

Spokesperson of the UN Mission, Ariane Quentier says UNMISS is engaging with state authorities to find ways of assisting the civilians affected.  

Ariane Quentier: “What happened on Saturday and Sunday is that we did engage with the authorities who themselves engaged with the displaced persons who were trying to make their way into the UNMISS compound. We have never ever denied protection to civilians under imminent threat to their lives, but in this case we assessed the situation and we did feel it was our responsibility to engage with the state authorities who are sovereign in this country and who have the primary responsibility to protect their people – we thought it was our duty to engage with the and that is what we did.”

An Executive Director has been killed in a road ambush in Wau, Western Bahr el-Ghazal State.  

Natale John Hassan, the director of Mboro payam was gunned down along with the bodyguard of a local chief.  

Angelo Taban, Western Bahr el Ghazal state local government minister says Hassan was traveling from Ngo-Kazi payam with Chief William Kamilio Gaki when they fell into the ambush. 

Taban says the chief sustained minor injuries and is receiving treatment at Wau teaching hospital.  

 

Angelo Taban: “Chief William Kamilo Gaki, on the road he was coming from the place of funeral from Boma Ngo-Kazi, ambush was laid on the road, they attacked him, they were on motorcycle, they killed the bodyguard accompanying him, they killed the executive director Natale John Hassan, and also other people who were going with him were injured. Till this morning, we did not receive any information of any incident after yesterday’s attack.” 

A new report highlights the need to prioritize education for children in conflict affected states. 

The report compiled by ‘Save the Children’ organisation indicates that children directly affected by the conflict want to learn, despite the war.  

Save the Children and its partners spoke to children, teachers, parents and community leaders in Upper Nile, Unity, Jonglei and Lakes States.  

The report makes several recommendations including open humanitarian access, and an increase in budget allocations. 

Peter Wash, Save the Children Country Director says the children’s demands must be met. 

Peter Wash: “Of all the children that were consulted, 28 per cent prioritized education above all other needs.  Clearly we have to respond, children have spoken and they have clearly stated that they want to learn despite the war. There are going to be a number of hurdles which we have to overcome, the greatest is the hurdle of peace, another hurdle is humanitarian access and all agencies in order to respond to these needs that the children are calling for, must have complete unimpeded humanitarian access. If we look at 2014, only 2 per cent of humanitarian funding actually went to education in emergency and we would consider that this needs to increase.” 

The report will officially be launched in Juba tomorrow (Tuesday). 

An academic on South Sudan affairs is cautioning against duplicating systems of governance. 
Dr. John Young, a researcher and author on South Sudan Affairs says the country should adopt a system tailored to suit its needs.

Dr. Young was speaking in relation to adoption of federalism as a system of governance.

Dr. John Young: “I think South Sudan made a big mistake by basically taking on board an entire western model and system of governance.  Those systems have been under challenged or collapsed all over Africa.  You have to look at your own society, engage the people out there, understand what systems of governance they already have – modernize them if necessary, there are certainly some very negative features about traditional governance, but the political elites in this country have to engage the local people. This is something they have been very poor at doing and I think that has led, in many ways to the conflict that the country is experiencing now.”

Tune in to the Round Table debate on Radio Miraya this evening at 7pm to listen to a full discussion on the challenges and opportunities of federalism for South Sudan.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A youth organization is to launch a platform for young people to share and develop business ideas.  

The youth under the umbrella “Youth Technology Development Organization” are looking to tap into the potential of young people across the country.  

The organization’s chairperson, Thomas Muto Samuel says the forum will encourage youth to develop the country and transform themselves through viable business ideas.  

Thomas Muto Samuel: “We together as a youth in South Sudan, can work for the transformation of our economy in the country in order to change our country and our youth to be self-reliance so as a talk now we are in process to launch what we call entrepreneur stake to bring young people where ever you are no matter of your education background is that you have an entrepreneurship idea and idea that can be changed into a product.”

Youth Technology Development Organization represented South Sudan in the Global Entrepreneurship Summit in Nairobi, where US President Barack Obama was the chief guest.

Young politicians from political party youth leagues in Uganda have met with their South Sudanese counterparts.  
Representatives from the Uganda People’s Congress party, the Democratic Party and the Forum for Democratic Change party were in Juba to interact with members of 8 South Sudanese political parties. 
Gerald Siranda Blacks, chairperson of the Uganda Young Democrats urged the youth to set aside their party differences and focus on their challenges.  

Siranda Gerald Blacks: “The biggest tasks that we have to do is to build the human resource of a generation which is the majority and if we realize that this is what we had to do in Uganda the problem was not Acholi, was not Lanyi was not Wanyakole but the problem of a country is for us to believe that we can all fit in one Uganda, I believe people of South Sudan can fit within South Sudan and the moment we agree that the common denominator is South Sudan yes we can move on for that one voice we need.”

Peter Wal Kuach from the South Sudan SANU party encourages youth from different states to work towards peace.

Peter Wal Kuach: “I am very happy that I have seen my brother and sisters from Uganda and they are sharing with us. Our contribution are that the roles of the youth league in nation building and in our youth league as SANU we have programme for the youth for instance ,we have programme for the youth empowerment ,how do we empower the youth. Youth can be empowered economically, politically and educationally.”

The Forum was organized under the Youth Now Project supported by SPARK International youth development organisation. 

World Breast Feeding Week is being marked at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State.  
The week is observed globally in the first week to the seventh of August every year, to raise awareness about the importance of exclusive breastfeeding for the first 6 months of a child’s life. 
UN agencies and international NGOs have come together to launch the week in Bentiu. Forward Makonese is a Health Officer with the International Organization for Migration (IOM). 
He says the focus this week is to encourage fathers and other caregivers to support mothers as they breastfeed their children
Forward Makonese: “This is an opportunity for us to celebrate the roles that these women in POC are playing to balance between breastfeeding their children and continuing their household chores. The theme for this year is “Breastfeeding and Work”. We tried to align it to the circumstances of the women in the POC in such a way that all parents like the fathers to be involved to be aware that mothers need to be given space to breastfeed while they continue to help out in the normal household chores.”

In health, the UN emergency response mission has officially been closed in West Africa.  
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon announced the closure of the mission, noting "considerable progress" in combating the deadly disease in West Africa.  
The World Health Organization, the WHO will now spearhead the organization's response to the virus, which has killed more than 11,000 people in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone since March last year. 
Fatoumata Lejeune, spokesperson of the emergency response mission, says the UN has developed strategies to support social and economic recovery.

And in sports, South Sudan has officially been admitted into the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

The country was voted in by the International Olympic Committee during an executive meeting held yesterday in Kuala Lumpar, Malaysia.  

IOC President Thomas Bach welcomed the National Committee represented by its president Lt. Gen Wilson Deng Kuoirot and its secretary general Tong Chor Malek Deran.  The officials were presented with a certificate of recognition and an Olympic flag.
South Sudan is the 206th member of the body and is now eligible to compete in the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio De Janeiro – Brazil.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· High level government delegation in Yambio to investigate weekend gunfire 

· Executive Director gunned down in road ambush in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State

· Conflict affected children demand an education 

Radio Miraya news.
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