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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock. I’m Sebit William. 
The Headlines:
· Children starve to death in Koch county, Unity state 
· Authorities restrict carrying of weapons in Rumbek town 
· Former UNMISS staff call off demonstration as mission works to release pension payments 
Five people, including two children under the age of five have died of hunger in Koch County, Southern Unity State.  

More than 7000 households in Buaw payam are in desperate need of food and medical assistance.  

John Chuol, a community elder in Buaw says communities are surviving on water lilies. 

John Chuol: “Our people are eating just only water lillies. Sometimes they didn’t get. Some go to river to collect water lilies and they get some. Five people died of hunger. What we need here is food for those communities. We don’t have any medicine. We need support. And our people here in Baow are 7,245 households. We need humanitarian to come and support us.”

The residents say their animals and property were stolen during fighting between government and opposition forces in April this year.  
Up to nine civilians and four SPLA soldier were killed in the weekend shootout in Yambio, Western Equatoria State.  
Major Gen Johnson Juma Okot, commander of the sixth division battalion in Yambio, is part of a high level government delegation investigating the shooting.  
Okot says calm has returned to the town and the Deputy Governor is leading a committee investigating the root cause of the firing.

Juma Okot: “On the ground now we have set two immediate objectives: One is to calm the insecurity. Calm has returned and people are going back to their normal duties and their houses. Number two, we have formed a high level committee headed by the deputy governor of the state to thoroughly investigate the root causes of what happened and apparently took innocent lives of about eight to nine civil population and four soldiers leaving two wounded.”  

Major Gen Okot is calling on the civilian population not to lose trust in the army. 

Juma Okot: “There must be a reason why there is fear, and that is why we have set a committee to investigate. Among the investigations, they will ask why the civilian population is afraid of the army. Why are they afraid of the uniform? The uniform is not a problem. Individual characters that are within the army can be blamed for that. Individual characters within the civilian population who are wrongdoers may be blamed for that. So, the issue of running away, panicking of the civil population about uniforms is a situation which we need to correct as command and leadership of the army.”

A joint meeting of the organized forces in Lakes state has come up with a set of resolutions in an attempt to curb the rising insecurity in the state.  
Among the resolutions is a directive banning security forces of the police, army or wildlife department from carrying weapons within Rumbek town outside working hours.  
Samuel Wel Maciek, the Lakes State Minister of Local Government and Law Enforcement Agencies says this will make it easier to identify criminals using stolen military uniforms and illegal firearms.  
Maciek says it was also decided that civil servants and members of the organized forces make personal cash contributions towards buying food for forces on patrol and maintenance of patrol vehicles.

Wel Maciek: “Anyway it is little money, we propose between 20 and 50 pounds, so that it can be afforded by our organized forces and the civil servants because everybody is affected now, people are hungry.  So we put that small proportion so that it can be affordable and keep our forces who are securing the town to be in their barracks. Like now we have 400 police who were brought from Juba as operations they are deserting because they do not have food – we want to maintain them in their bases with the little food we can purchase locally here.” 

The faculty of mining at the University of Juba will be admitting students from Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda as part of a regional student exchange program  

The programme was agreed upon by member states of the northern corridor region, during a recent meeting in Kampala.  

Deputy Education Minister Bol Makueng attended the meeting and says each country will send 2 students to study various courses at selected universities in the member states.  

Makueng says the University of Juba is one of four institutions that have been declared a center of excellence in the region.  
Bol Makueng: “Juba University has been nominated to be center of excellence. There are four centers in the whole region, of which Juba University is one. There is one in Kenya Kenyatta University and then the one of Makerere in Uganda, and also the other one is in Rwanda, so we have four universities. So on the part of our University of Juba we have accepted to admit two students from each state to study here, to be given scholarship in South Sudan to study in the University of Juba to study in two areas which is mining in the University of Juba”

The student exchange program is being undertaken by the Northern Corridor states of South Sudan, Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda as part of efforts to build regional human resource capacity. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) says it is taking very seriously demands by former national staff to get paid their benefits. 

The ex-guards held demonstrations outside the UNMISS gates at the mission offices in Juba on Monday and Tuesday demanding payment of their pension.  

The demonstration caused disruption to mission operations and prevented staff from working. They were eventually dispersed after a meeting with senior mission management.  

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says the former staff are fully entitled to their money and will get paid as soon as possible.  
Ariane says the matter is being handled by the UN pension office at the organization headquarters in New York.  

Ariane Quentier: “The pension fund administrations which itself is located in New York headquarters takes care of thousands of UN staff and former staff. They have an entitlement, we understand their predicament and the importance to be paid especially under the current circumstances to get paid and again, we insist again that it does not depend on us. The paper work is in the pipeline and we’re doing our best to ensure that the people the NYC will expedite the claims to which they are fully entitled.” 

Authorities in Wau County are considering the possibility of providing special security measures for chiefs.

This comes a day after the chief of Jomoi area in Wau County, was attacked and injured by a group of seven unknown gunmen. The chief is currently admitted at Wau Teaching Hospital. 

Wau County Commissioner Elia Kamilo explains how the chief was attacked and injured. 

Elia Kamilo: “These elements came and attacked the house of the chief, brought out his wife and began to shoot and beat the wife of the chief. The chief is disabled, he has an artificial leg. The moment he started putting on the leg in order to go out and see who it was, they took hold of him and dragged him out. They cut him with a machete on his hand, neck and his back. They left the chief thinking that they had killed him. We sent a force who rescued the chief.  He is now in the hospital under treatment. “
Working mothers are being encouraged to breastfeed their children exclusively for the first 6 months.  

As South Sudan commemorates World Breastfeeding Week, Betty Achan a nutritionist at the al Sabah children’s hospital in Juba says demands of work should not be an obstacle to giving children a healthy diet. 

Achan says breastmilk can be stored for babies, when the mother resumes work.   

Betty Achan: “We know our maternity days is 56 days, which is  very small for a mother so, we are now introducing a new system where a mother express her milk in a clean container the parent wash their hands and the container can be clean, and they press the milk on a container the milk can stay for eight hours in a cool place, and somebody at home can  continue giving the milk to the child. For a child to be healthy and avoid disease you must be clean and the child must be clean. From the 6 months the child needs more food now, the milk you are giving is not that enough, so you add more food to the breastmilk at the same time continue that breastmilk with the food together.”     

The theme for this year’s breastfeeding week is ‘Breastfeeding and Work: Let’s make it work”

And in sports, the MTN 8 cup tournament kicks off in Juba today (Tuesday).  
Geng Geng, the chairperson, of the National Football Association board of directors says preparations are in place to receive the competing teams in Juba.  

The tournament will see eight teams from different states face each other at Juba stadium. 

The five-day tournament is organized by the South Sudan football association with support from MTN Telecommunication Company.  

Participating teams are Atla Bara and Malakia FC from Juba, Tahrir FC from Rumbek, Yei Central FC, Burkan FC of Torit, White Bull from Bor, Ahli FC from Malakal and Villa United of Yambio.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Children starve to death in Koch county, Unity state 

· Authorities restrict carrying of weapons in Rumbek town 

· Former UNMISS staff call off demonstration as mission works to release pension payments 
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