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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines:
· IGAD urges the government to allow political parties representatives to attend peace talks 
· 80 per cent of civil population lack information about IGAD compromise deal   

· A survivor of Rwandan Genocide stresses the importance of forgiveness for peace 
Members of the IGAD Plus have requested the Government of South Sudan to immediately allow representatives of South Sudanese political parties to participate fully in the ongoing peace talks.

The plea comes a day after members of the National alliance, led by Dr. Lam Akol, were prevented from travelling to Addis Ababa to participate in the IGAD Plus peace process which resumed on Thursday. 

In a press statement issued this afternoon, members of the IGAD plus said they remain committed to the inclusivity of the South Sudan peace process. 

Meanwhile, the Unity State government is asking government and the SPLM –in opposition negotiators to take a national perspective to solve the current conflict.

He cautioned the negotiators against confining more focus on the power sharing disagreements over the Greater Upper Nile states. 

Addressing a news conference in Bentiu, Unity State Information Minister, Peter Makuoth, said Unity state government remains opposed against any peace agreement that will give Greater Upper Nile to the SPLM- in opposition. 

Peter Makuoth: “The problems which lead to this current conflict were started nationally in Juba not in Greater Upper Nile so it also can be resolved nationally. Second the proposal is encouraging more revolution in the future other states of South Sudan, three it has been rejected because it will create more problems than the one being solved. We need final and well-constructed peace, not peace that will bring more conflicts in very near future.” 

Makuoth is calling on warring parties to negotiate peace deal that will be acceptable to the citizens of South Sudan.  
The Director of the Center for Peace and Development says the Arusha intra-party agreement should complement the IGAD mediation process.  
Speaking on Radio Miraya, Dr. Luka Biong said the progress that was made in reuniting the SPLM as a party should be considered in the IGAD-comprise deal.   

Luka Biong: “I think one of the biggest problems facing IGAD-plus is that they did not recognize the Arusha agreement. It would have been better for them to treat SPLM as one entity, and the power sharing should be between the SPLM and other political parties and you could have resolved these issues of power sharing in one entity.  It is also coming at a time when the Arusha agreement is being implemented progressively well, given the fact that the former Secretary General has been reinstated so we thought they could have gone through that line.”

Civil society activist Edmund Yakani of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation (CEPO) also notes a public misconception about the agreement. CEPO and the Center for Peace conducted public opinion polls and established that up to 80 per cent of the civil populations are not well informed about the proposals.  Edmund says the misunderstandings are antagonizing public opinion. 

Edmund Yakani: “Argue responsibly. Do not receive raw information and do your personal analysis. When we were doing our public opinion polling, we found some of the messages are wrong e.g. the document did not talk of two armies. The document talks of building one national army in 17 months with two commanders in chief, not two armies. Two, the documents talk of neutralized forces coming from the AU, UN and IGAD, not foreign forces because foreign forces refers to invasions of one particular country sending its troops. There is a lot of misinformation which has antagonized public opinion and some people using that to drive certain forces which for me is not something that is healthy.”
Ugandan authorities are to return property that was captured during a standoff at the Ngom Oromo customs area in Eastern Equatoria early this week. 

The items include a South Sudan national flag, a flag of Magwi County, four motorcycles, tents and empty oil drums. 

Ugandan soldiers confiscated the items from South Sudanese who they say had occupied the disputed area. 

Ochen Mathew Akiya is the Chairperson of Uganda’s Lamwo district. He says it was agreed that the items be handed back to South Sudan.    

Mathew Akiya: “We had a joint district security committee and it was discussed and agreed that these items should be returned to the government of South Sudan. However we would like to return these items to a responsible government officer and we are optimistic that the governor of Eastern Equatoria State – when he comes – we will hand over these items to him after his witness. We don’t want to have anything to do with the items. These are items of our brothers. We don’t want to confiscate them we just want to return them.” 

Sudan has pledged committed to provide technical support to ensure continuous crude oil production in South Sudan.

The commitment has been announced by Sudanese Minister of Petroleum Mohamed Zaeed Awad, who is in Juba on an official visit.

He told journalists at Juba International Airport, that his government is happy with the way the cooperation agreements have been implemented so far.

Mohammd Zaed: “At this moment I want to thank my brother the minister of petroleum in South SUDAN for good continuous cooperation between us particularly in the field of petroleum. You have supported us in our own oil stations in Omdubakir and Khartoum Refinery.  And we also support you in oil wells in South SUDAN in block 3 and 7 and block one and two.”

South Sudan’s Petroleum and Mining Minister, Stephen Dheu Dau, said his ministry is working to implement the cooperation agreements and to support the economic integration between the two countries.

Stephen Dheu Dau: “We are very happy with the cooperation. We are enjoying to operate and to sustain the oil production that is being produce in Republic of South Sudan and transport through the facilities and the pipeline in the Republic of Sudan.” 

Free Voice media support organization says it is fully registered and operating in compliance with National laws.  
The media organization was shut down early this week by National security officers.  
The organization’s country representative, Luate Joseph John says it is not clear what led to their closure.  
Luate says the media organization produces radio programs focused on peace, reconciliation and denies reports that the organization is linked to Radio Tamazuj.

Luate Joseph John: “That is one of the things that as once raised by the National Security, about our connection with Radio Tamazuj. We are very clear, we are not Radio Tamazuj. Radio Tamazj is different from Free Voice and we are not having Radio Tamazuj in South Sudan. Free Voice is fully registered as an International media support organisation since 2007. We are registered at the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and the Ministry of justice.  Our focus right now as Free Voice is how we can contribute as media to bring peace.” 

A survivor of the 1994 Rwanda Genocide has stressed the importance of forgiveness as step towards obtaining lasting peace in the country. 

Speaking at an inter-generation dialogue in Juba, Jerenaze John says he survived narrowly, but lost his parents and 36 siblings. 

Narrating his story John said he married a lady who comes from the ethnic group that was involved in the murder of his family, as a way of demonstrating his forgiveness.

Jerenaze John: “My heart was very much constricted and my body would not easily make any movement I would wish to do, but from the time I resolved to forgive my heart got liberated. I was like someone tied up with a chain and then the chain breaks. I would no longer think of the past but I would look ahead for good things. I started getting closer to the people who had killed my family and I started a new life.”

The inter-generational dialogue has been organized for youth to share experiences and search for home grown approaches to overcoming conflicts. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Authorities in Lakes State say schools have not been badly affected by the insecurity in the state.  
Last year the state council of ministers resolved to relocate schools from insecure areas to more peaceful locations.  
Dut Makoi Kuok, the state minister of education says classes are progressing well. 

Dut Makoi Kouk: “We are experiencing a very good academic year, in fact we have conducted our first term examinations which actually finished successfully and we are about to start our 2nd term exams.  In fact we have introduced three ways of solving these issues of insecurity. One is that last year we amalgamated schools which are affected by insecurity. Two, we have distributed children to peaceful areas together with their teachers. Three, as solutions to insecurity, we have decided to move some schools to peaceful areas, and to our satisfaction we are not affected insecurity which is happening in the state.”
Child protection concerns continued to emerge as a two-day workshop on child protection wound up in Tonj South County, Warrap State. 

The workshop organized by the Child protection Unit of the UN mission in South Sudan was designed to equip participants with skills to monitor and prevent child rights violations.

Gabriel Majok Manyual,  Tonj South youth chairperson expressed hope that the skills attained from the training would help the participants promote child rights at the county level.  

Gabriel Majok Manyual: “So we have done training and training has been good for us because of UNMISS under the Child Protection Unit. We have come and they taught us how to we can handle all the children who are in the prison and those on the streets. We have learnt a lot and we have got some statements that we ourselves when we go to the ground we can be able to mobilize our children on the streets and put them to the right channel under the care.” 

Maria Agok Mapuol, a police officer from the Tonj South Child Protection Unit, asked the public to report all cases of child rights violations to the nearest police stations.

And in regional news, the Supreme Court in Uganda has ruled that the practice of refunding a bride price on the dissolution of a customary marriage is unconstitutional and should be banned.

It was customary in Uganda for a bride to refund gifts presented to her family if she decided to dissolve the marriage. 

The judges said it suggested that women were in a market place, and infringed on their right to divorce.

Campaigners also said the practice often trapped women in unhealthy and abusive marriages. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· IGAD urges the government to allow political parties representatives to attend peace talks 

· 80 per cent of civil population lack information about IGAD compromise deal   

· A survivor of Rwandan Genocide stresses the importance of forgiveness for peace 
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