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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· EES government to purchase food for starving populations
· Figures reveal more than 70 percent of youth are unemployed 
· Security officer killed in a road ambush in Wau, WBeG 
The Eastern Equatoria State government is considering purchasing food to feed the hungry populations in the state. 

The government reported last month that areas of Budi and Kapoeta counties are facing severe hunger caused by a prolonged dry spell.  
State Minister for Information Mark Akio Ukinbul says the state will buy food from farmers and sell it through cooperative societies at subsidized prices. 
Ukinbul says an assessment team is currently on the ground establishing the magnitude of the problem.  

Ukinbul: “The state government is trying to mobilize financial resources in order to buy food from areas where there may be availability of food for sale through cooperatives to the people and the government is encouraging, especially the cattle keepers, to sell the livestock in order to meet food requirements of their families. Areas like Kapoeta and the Budi and all those communities that are cattle raisers. Ultimately, the report is expected to guide the mission of the government.”

The national Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and humanitarian partners have also dispatched a response team to assess the magnitude of the situation. The undersecretary in the ministry, Clement Taban Dominic, says the team is expected to submit their report this week.

Dominic: “One is to organize immediate assessment so that we are able to assess the situation then come with the report that will help us make a decision as a government. We will be organizing with our partners I think this week and also coordinate with our Relief and Rehabilitation Commission Coordinator Director on the ground because at this moment we have not got a report from the RRC. If we are to get a written report we would have act very fast, but we have not got, so we advise our colleagues in Eastern Equatoria to use the structures that are already in place as a government so that we are able to serve our people better.”
As South Sudan marks International Youth Day today, the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports says about 72 percent of youth in the country are unemployed. 
Undersecretary in the Ministry Agum Rin Mabent Dut says the high unemployment rate is posing a big challenge for the government.  Dut says many young people have also fled the country because of the ongoing conflict. She says the government is working closely with partners to try and address the issue.  

Dut:”As youth in South Sudan we are facing many challenges. We are facing majority … without jobs.”    

Meanwhile, the United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, is urging the young men and women of South Sudan to engage in behavior that benefits their communities and country.

The UNFPA country office representative to South Sudan, Barnaba Yisa, says more than 70 percent of the population in South Sudan is young people aged below the age of 30. He however says that despite the huge numbers, many youth in South Sudan lack the opportunities to engage in fruitful behavior.
Yisa: “We are referring to things that will not affect the community negatively, for example, in terms of development. If you take agriculture, youth can engage in agriculture, youth can engage in agriculture. If you take education, youth can lead in education. If you take life skill development, youth can definitely lead in this area. So it is very clear what the youth can do in South Sudan, and the key thing is to give these youth is opportunity and empower them to be able to do what they should be doing.” 
A security officer has been killed and two truckloads of items stolen in a road ambush in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  
Wau County Commissioner Elia Kamilo says the attackers stole sugar and flour from the two trucks and shot dead the security officer who was escorting the items from Juba to Wau.  Kamio says gunmen laid the ambush in a deserted area between Rafli and Tirga along the Wau-Tombura road.
Kamilo: “This area is full of bush, and there are no people. The one who died in that operation is personnel of National Security. He was on his way with these vehicles from Juba to Wau. We brought the corpse to Wau. There is a force now deployed to the area, we shall have a force of SPLA stationed in the area to protect the road.”

Civil society and political parties in Western Equatoria have strongly rejected the IGAD-proposed compromise deal.  

The activists and political groups, as stakeholders to the peace process, have officially presented their position to State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro, expressing reservations in the areas of power-sharing and security arrangements.
Richard Zizi, a political party representative in Western Equatoria, says the position paper is being presented late, on account of the insecurity that was experienced in Yambio in recent days. 

Zizi: “We the stakeholders in Western Equatoria State in Yambio were not able to make our statement in time due to the fact that Yambio, in particular, has not been stable for the past two weeks due to insecurity. The IGAD plus document is just a replication of the CPA, but the current situation of South Sudan is not like that of the Khartoum – South Sudan by then negotiation. Therefore, we strongly reject the following: security arrangements; power sharing; judiciary. We are recommending a reconciliation and reparation committee instead of the high-bride Court in South Sudan as proposed by IGAD plus.
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The former deputy governor of Lakes State says he has been released after spending two weeks in detention. David Nok Marial claims he and three other people were arrested by security agents on treason charges.  Marial says the charges were eventually dropped an they were set free.  

Nok: “I was arrested on the 22nd of June and I was released on the 10th of August.  I was arrested by National Security at around 3:30 am and I was detained at National Security.  They said I was plotting to overthrow the government by coup. They said these were the allegations and later on after an investigation I was found innocent and I was released.” 

The Community for Empowerment Organization, CEPO, has recorded five cases of harassment against journalists over the past one month. 
In a brief timeline shared by the civil society group, the incidents were allegedly carried out by suspected security agents in Aweil, Kwajok, Juba and Bor in the month of July alone.  
Chairperson of the Union of Journalist in South Sudan Oliver Modi says the union is working with CEPO and other partners to raise awareness about the work of journalists, access to information and freedom of expression.

Modi: “These incidents, including harassment, arrest, intimidation and of course detention, we recorded these incidents not only in Juba but we recorded them all the 10 states. So my appeal to the people of South Sudan -- the government of South Sudan, including the security sector, and then the journalists, let us join hands together so that we can look at issues. If there are any issues among us how do we solve them?”

Prices of goods in Majok Yinh-Thiou Payam of Aweil East County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, have shot up over the last six days.

The rise in the prices of goods in Majok Yinh-Thiou Payam is partly due to a shortage of commodities and insecurity in the area. 

Marko Ngor Ngor, the Deputy Payam Administrator of Majok Yinh-Thiou, says the situation has been made worse by insecurity in Meiram in the Sudanese state of Western Kordofan and the declining value of the South Sudanese pound against the Sudanese currency.  

 Ngor: “As you have seen before you came, there are a lot of vehicles waiting on the road. Those are the vehicles waiting for the goods to come from Meiram and as well as people are fearing insecurity. The traders are now within Majok here waiting for the goods and the goods are not coming. So another problem to traders is the problem of money transfer. It has made the traders; whenever you give 1,000 South Sudanese pounds, they give you 300 Sudanese pounds, which means our currency is (much) lower than the Sudanese money.” 

The dire state of food security in South Sudan is driving more civilians into the United Nations Protection of Civilians sites in Bentui and Malakal.

An estimated 6,000 women have fled their homes in Wau Shilluk in search for food in the PoC site in Malakal.

A similar influx has been seen in Bentui, where the number of IDPs has shot from 100,000 to 122,000 people in just two weeks. 

The spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier, says the situation is worrying.

Quentier: “It is very worrying because we are realizing that people are not only in need of safety but they are really in a position of dire food insecurity. In Malakal, we have women coming from Wau Shilluk who are making their way into Malakal. We believe they are looking also for food. It’s food insecurity that drives them to come to Malakal to the PoC site and then they are trying to go back to Wau Shilluk, which seems to be a problem. So they are 6,000 of them who made their way in one week.”

And elsewhere, the United Nations special envoy to Libya has called on the country's rival governments to reconcile this month.

Bernardino Leon said a national unity government should be formed by the end of August.

He said what Libya is facing now is deeper chaos and division and that all the Libyan actors would be wise to avoid this, expedite the talks, and to reach an agreement very soon.

Libya's internationally recognized government was last year driven from the capital Tripoli by Libya Dawn, an alliance of local militia groups.

The militias declared their own government, dividing the country.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again 
· EES government to purchase food for starving populations
· Figures reveal more than 70 percent of youth are unemployed 
· Security officer killed in a road ambush in Wau, WBeG  
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