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Good afternoon, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Cabinet resolves to recall government delegation from Addis Ababa 
· Governors’ caucus calls for suspension of peace talks 
· Committee formed to investigate disputes in Pochalla, Jonglei state
The government has resolved to recall its delegation to the IGAD mediated talks in Addis Ababa. 

The decision was reached after a lengthy consultative meeting chaired by President Salva 

Kiir in Juba earlier today.  

During the meeting it was also decided that President Kiir would not travel to Addis Ababa until the position of the opposition camp has been made clear.  
It was reported early this week that opposition commanders Peter Gadet and Gathoth Gatkuoth had lost confidence in Riek Machar and no longer recognized the top command. 
Speaking after the meeting, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomuro told journalists that the government needs clarity before it can proceed with the talks.  
Lomuro: “The meeting resolved strongly and unanimously that the President of the republic cannot go to Addis Ababa, unless there is clarity on where we have reached on the peace agreement and whether Riek is still in charge of the SPLM-I-O or they are now two camps or whether Dr Riek and IGAD can reunite the ranks and file of the SPLM –I-O. So we are requesting IGAD to establish and inform us whether Dr Riek is still in charge or we should negotiate with both parties to the conflict.”
Meanwhile a governor’s caucus has called for the suspension of the peace talks.  

Governors of the 10 states and chiefs of the Pibor and Abyei administrative areas met in Juba and said the talks could not proceed because of a split within the opposition.  

Speaking on behalf of the governors, Governor of Eastern Equatoria State Luis Lobong said that government cannot negotiate with fragmented groups.

Lobong: “In the light of the recent split in the rebel camp, the governor’s caucus believes and recommends that in order to achieve an inclusive and lasting peace, the current talks in Addis Ababa should be suspended so as to bring all the rebel factions on board. It is better to delay the signing of the agreement and improve on it to avoid a lapse into war.”

The editor in chief of the monitor and political analyst Alfred Taban has told radio Miraya that the 17th August deadlines line cannot be made because of lack of political will from both the government and the opposition to sign peace.

Taban: “There is absolutely no way because the talks have already failed. The President and Dr Riek Machar were supposed to meet in Addis today, but it is clear Riek Machar is there but the President is not there. So if they are not going to meet then the two negotiating have reached a deadlock. The two principals were supposed to go and unlock the difficulties and try to move forward but they are not going to meet and I don’t think there will be any agreement at all.”
United States Ambassador to South Sudan says apparent splits within the opposition should not derail the peace process. 
Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Molly Phee said the frictions are a legitimate concern but should not delay the talks.

Phee: “I think it is a legitimate concern but again waiting does not improve the situation. Waiting does not mean that you address the fundamental problem. Why are those generals fighting? Why are the men under them fighting? They have a concern about a place in your government and in your society and that concern needs to be addressed so they put down their guns. So I don’t see how waiting helps in any way.”

Ambassador Phee also said her government would be forced to reconsider its approach if a deal is not signed on Monday.  

Phee: “Absolutely, the United States is looking at how we might change our approach to South Sudan. That is not a decision we want to take. We would rather be working with you to implement peace and to support development of your country.  But certainly we do not feel that the situation is sustainable. The cost to you and the cost to your friends is too high, so there would be a change in approach as President Obama has said. He said it would be necessary for us to move forward with a different plan and I anticipate he would do that.”

Meanwhile, hundreds of displaced persons sheltering at the UN protection of civilian site in Malakal, Upper Nile, have added their voice to calls for peace. 
The IDPs held a peaceful demonstration saying they want a deal signed on Monday so they can return to their homes on Tuesday.   Our reporter in Malakal, Samuel Adwok followed the demonstration and has more. 

Adwok: “Today in the morning the various communities who were sheltering in our PoC in Malakal, they came out for a peaceful demonstration at the UNMISS base here. They said they want a final deal for peace on the 17th so they can go home on the 18th immediately. So during their speeches they were calling on the UN and IGAD to encourage South Sudan so they can reach a peace deal by 17th of this month. So they presented their petition to the Acting State Coordinator and members of IGAD.”

UNMISS Acting State Coordinator Isiaka Adesola Abolurin received the petition and promised to forward it to the responsible authorities.  

Abolurin: “I want to thank and commend you for making this demonstration a peaceful one. I want to tell you UN does not know Dinka, UN does not know Shilluk, UN does not know Nuer, UN knows South Sudanese. We are praying that the peace process in Addis Ababa will be concluded as soon as possible. I could see everybody is hungering for peace, but peace has to start from this camp.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The People’s Liberal Party has drafted an economic policy designed to maximize revenue collection for the country.  

The strategy emphasizes income from small industries and natural resources such as livestock and fisheries to stop over reliance on oil.  

PLP chairperson Peter Mayien says the policy was drafted after a study conducted by the party in the country’s revenue sources.  

Mayien: “Our economic policy intends to boost the agriculture sector that in turn affects the industry sector, boosting the non-oil revenues.  For instance, based on research that the party had, it is most likely that the country can get four million pounds per annum from the fisheries industry, let alone the wildlife industry, where we can get eight million annually.  Currently, what we have is money only from oil. Our agriculture sector is dead and this is where the PLP policy will work towards that. 

Mayien says the policy will be shared with investors.  
A committee has been formed to investigate a recent dispute between communities of Pochala North and Pochala South counties in Jonglei state. 

The incident resulted in the death of six people during a clash between body guards of the King of the Anuak community and security forces last month.  

The committee will also investigate the death of a man who was shot by a police officer during a food distribution exercise in Pochala South in May. The MP representing Pochala North County, Ochala Ojulo, says the five-member committee comprises representatives from both counties. 

Ojulo: “The committee, which is formed by the Greater Pibor Administrative Area, is composed of two commissioners, king and sub-king and commander. They are five. What we advise them is that let them stop any shooting word, let them stop what is called revenge. Revenge is not good. I think nobody from them now can revenge.”
Still in Jonglei, police have arrested two army deserters suspected of harassing and looting from civilians in Bor town.  

Still in Jonglei, Police have arrested two army deserters suspected of harassing and looting from civilians in Bor town.  
The suspects are believed to have left SPLA positions in Pajut and Gadiang areas and were hiding among communities in Bor.
Jonglei State Police Commissioner Thukul Ayom says six additional police posts have been set up within the town to enforce emergency measures.  Early this week state authorities met with SPLA division 8 commanders to get full authority to deal with army deserters causing insecurity in Bor town. 

And in neighboring Uganda, a group of young people calling themselves the NRM 24/7 have stormed the home of the former Prime Minister Amama Mbabazi in Kampala. 

The youth, who refused to identify themselves by their real names, arrived at Mr Mbabazi’s home at 6 o’clock in the morning carrying placards and dressed in pro-Yoweri Museveni T-shirts. 

After an hour of demonstrating outside Mr Mbabazi’s home, another group of youth emerged from the home and dispersed them with stones and canes.  

Mbabazi, a former ally to President Museveni announced recently that he would compete in the 2016 Presidential elections.    

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Cabinet resolves to recall government delegation from Addis Ababa 
· Governors caucus calls for suspension of peace talks 

· Committee formed to investigate disputes in Pochalla, Jonglei state 
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