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Good afternoon its 1o’clock; I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· President Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar sign ceasefire deal. 
· Equatorian Governors present position on power sharing arrangements to IGAD mediators. 

AND 

· Pupils begin Primary School Examination in Lakes State.
President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar have signed another ceasefire agreement, but are yet to reach a deal on a power sharing arrangement.  

The latest commitment to stopping the fighting was signed at about midnight during talks in Addis Ababa.

IGAD envoy, Seyoum Mesfin, said the ceasefire would take immediate effect.  

The IGAD mediated talks have now been adjourned till mid-February to allow 

both sides consult on transitional government arrangements. 

The mediators had proposed the introduction of the position of first Vice President to be held by the opposition.  
The opposition rejected the proposal. 
Meanwhile, the Director of Center for Peace and Development studies at the University of Juba, Lukan Biong described the recommitment as positive move, but says the people of South Sudan were expecting the warring parties to reach a peace deal.
Clip…………………………………………….. Luka Biong 1

“ I think it is a positive move………………………it will be quiet easy.”

Meanwhile, the three Governors of Eastern, Western and Central Equatoria have returned from Addis Ababa, where they had gone to present their position on a proposed peace deal to IGAD mediators.  
Their position is based on an emergency meeting held in Juba last Friday that rejected a proposal to install Riek Machar to the position of first Vice President, calling it a move to sideline the Equatorians.  
Speaking on return at Juba international Airport, Western Equatoria state governor Bangazi Joseph Bakasoro explained what they presented to the mediators in Ethiopia. 

Clip………………..Bakasoro 2
“We presented our position as Equatorians that the position of the first vice president should remain for Equatoria without any subtraction and that was what we presented and the troika the envoys took our position papers and we also met with president of kenya and we presented the same document to him I think they are going to discuss and they going to come out with good results we shall continue to negotiate”

The United Nations Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights is in Juba. 
Ivan Simonovic is here for six days to meet with government officials and visit areas in Bentiu and Malakal most affected by the conflict. 
He told journalists upon arrival that the main objective of his trip is to assess the Human Rights situation in the country.

Clip…..Simonovic 3
“Well after a year I came back to assess human rights situation and to see is there anything that can help to prevent human rights violations meanwhile there have been some report submitted by the component of UNMISS and of course we will continue and report but now it is an opportunity to discuss with government the situation as well as possible ways of its improvement   I had also the opportunity to discuss the issue with the opposition in Addis. 

The UN assistant secretary general for human rights last visited the country in January last year. 

Pressure is building on the African Union to release a human rights report on atrocities committed during the conflict.  

Former Nigerian President, also head of the AU investigating team Olusegun Obasanjo says the report was completed and handed over to the AU’s Peace and Security Council, but its recommendations have not been released. 

The Obasanjo commission of enquiry spent six months last year investigating human rights violations. 

Skye Wheeler, a researcher with Human Rights Watch is concerned that the report will be shelved, for political interests. 

Clip………………………………….Skye Wheeler 4
“It is true, sometimes justice is buried or put on the back burner for the sake of people in positions of power or a political process, but in our research not only on South Sudan but also globally, we found that justice is actually a very important part of lasting piece” 
Obasanjo told journalists in Addis Ababa last week that the African Union Peace and Security Council had delayed releasing the report which is expected to reveal those responsible for atrocities committed in the violence. 

The former Nigerian President said the postponement is to allow the mediation process to proceed. 

Catholic Bishops have issued a strong statement calling for an end to the conflict. 

The statement was signed by 7 Bishops at the close of a Bishops Conference in Juba. 

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha reports.

Clip………………………….Sworo’s report 5
********************************************************

“Speaking at the end of the Bishops Conference, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Juba, Paulino Lukudu Loro said legitimacy comes from the people and a legitimate government is one which is able to bring peace, development and stability to its people.

Lukudu questioned the leaders of South Sudan how development will move forward if the money is being spent on purchasing weapons for the destruction of the infrastructure already in existence.

CE-30 January 2015 Paulino Lukudu Loro

“How will the nation move forward if money is spent on weapons of destruction instead of roads, schools, hospitals and development activities? How will we establish a civilian democracy if the nation remains so militarized?  Any party that continues to fight the war against the innocent citizens of South Sudan has no legitimacy.”

Lukudu also says the Catholic Bishops are concerned about the credibility of the June 2015 elections.  The Bishop questions how the vote can be arranged within six months. 

CE-30 January 2015 Paulino Lukudu Loro

“We are also aware of many concerns that have been raised as to whether credible elections can really be held at such a short notice amid the current insecurity and whether obligatory prerequisites such as the census and the passing of the permanent constitution can be fulfilled before the election.”

The 2 day conference said the killings must stop before meaningful dialogue can begin. I am Sworo Charles Elisha, for Radio Miraya news.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Primary Leaving Examinations have started in Lakes State. 
More than 3-thousand pupils across the state are sitting for the next five days. 

State Minister for education, Dut Makoi Kuok says children in areas affected by insecurity have been allocated centers in peaceful areas.  

Makoi Kuok says the number of candidates sitting the exams has gone up compared to last year. 

 

Clip…………………….Dut Makoi Kuok 6
“The children who are sitting for primary school Leaving certificate are three thousand, one hundred and ninety , among them , we have six hundred and twenty seven girls and we have across the state twenty centers . We have schools which are affected by insecurity but we have relocated all of them to peaceful areas, we have Maleng-agok is one of seriously affected by insecurity, we have moved the children to Town here, we have other schools in western Yirol, we have also problem, in Abiriu and Malou-Pec in Cueibet county, we have moved the children to peaceful areas so, we have only one child who is affected by insecurity is sitting at Police Headquarters”.
Six staff of the World Food Program who were held in South Kordofan in Sudan,  have been released.  

Spokesperson of the SPLM-North rebel group, Mubarak Ardol told the Reuters news agency that the six Bulgarians' were transferred to the United Nations. 
The Bulgarian foreign ministry confirmed their release. 

The WFP staff were taken into custody by the Sudan People's Liberation Movement-North last Monday, when their helicopter made an emergency landing in South Kordofan as they were on their way to Khartoum. 

Gender experts say more needs to be done to stop the cycle of gender based violence against women.  
During a public lecture at the University of Juba, gender experts say the government has made positive steps in ratifying several conventions that would protect women and children, but they remain to be implemented.  
It was revealed that at least 86 percent of women who experience gender based violence are allegedly beaten for leaving their homes, while 75 percent of women are beaten for not taking care of children and 50% for not cooking.  
Dr. Priscila Joseph is a gender based violence expert at South Sudan women’s peace network. 

Clip…………….Priscilla Joseph 7
“The issue of violence is relate to the, you can see in the CEDAW there are some elements of the reproductive rights of the women because when we are discussing bout violence of rights, human rights, it’s a social issue it’s an economic issue, it’s a health issue, it’s psychological issue, it’s a development issue, and therefore when you look at it , it is not only when you kick somebody in the house or you beat them up that’s the end of it there is a chain of things that happen because of that simple act of violating somebody’s act in the house”.

Four people were killed in separate attacks in Rumbek Central, Lakes State. 

Three people were killed in a late night attack between the Kuei and Ruop sections.  

The fourth victim was murdered in a road ambush as he was traveling from Rumbek Central to Malek.   

Radio Miraya’s Sebit William has won the inaugural award on reporting  - from the Community Empowerment for Progress Organsiation – CEPO.  

Sebit took the 2015 award for his reporting on Human Rights issues on the Radio Miraya Morning Breakfast Show.  

CEPO hopes to make the awards an annual event to recognize journalists work in reporting human rights, corruption and other social issues. 

Journalists from the Juba Monitor and Citizen newspapers also received recognitions.  

In regional news, the Ugandan army says it has uncovered the remains of Okot Odhiambo, a top commander of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group. 

Odhiambo was one of five LRA commanders indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

He is presumed to have been killed in 2013 during clashes between the army and LRA fighters in South Sudan, the Central African Republic or northeast Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Uganda’s army spokesperson, Lt. Col. Paddy Ankunda says they have uncovered his grave and are in the process of carrying out DNA tests to ascertain his true identify.
In local sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more

Clip ……………………………………..Samuel report 8

**************************************

“In the division one Juba basketball tournament, table leaders Malakia beat Nimra Talata 75-65 at the Nimra talata stadium. In other games, National engineers managed a win of 82-63 points against Munuki, while Black stars beat Warriors by 50 points to 40. 

Onto football, Tahrir FC beat Salam 2 nil at the Bodwaye stadium in the ongoing division two qualifiers tournament in Yambio, Western Equatoria state.  Villa united secured the match points after a 2-nil victory over St. Mary. In the women’s football tournament in Central Equatoria, Peace FC defeated fly united 1-nil, and Day city defeated Black 04, 3-nil.  In the division one tournament going on in Abyei, Agrab beat Ngok FC 2-1 and Mading Ashung won the match against olyampic FC by 2 goals nil. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. 

And, Ghana is through to the semi-finals of the Africa Cup of Nations tournament after a comfortable 3-nil win over Guinea on Sunday. 
The Ghanaians will next play hosts Equatorial Guinea on Friday.  
Equatorial Guinea moved on after beating Tunisia 2-1 on Saturday.  

In other matches, Ivory Coast have also advanced to the semi-finals after a 3-1 win over Algeria. 

The Ivoirians will meet the DR Congo on Wednesday. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· President Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar sign ceasefire deal. 

· Equatorian Governors present position on power sharing arrangements to IGAD mediators. 

AND 

· Pupils begin Primary School Examination in Lakes State.
And that’s Radio Miraya news! I’m David Lukan
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