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Good evening, it’s five o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Six killed in inter-communal attacks in Rumbek town

· Oncology expert says South Sudan lacks facilities to diagnose cancer
· Nation Mirror newspaper closed indefinitely
Six people have been killed in sectional fighting in Rumbek, Lakes State.  

The fighting between the Ruop and Kuei communities was sparked off after a staff member of the State Ministry of Information identified as Mayom Kuc was killed in his house, prompting a revenge attack. 

The incident happened in Rumbek Central. The State Minister of Local government and law Enforcement agency, Jok Ayoum Majak, says reinforcements of organized forces have been deployed to the area.

Still in Lakes state, 

The Police Traffic Department in Rumbek, Lakes State, is cautioning security agents and drivers in government offices to respect traffic regulations.  
Director of Traffic Chol Arol says the security personnel are some of the major violators of traffic rules.  Arol also blames authorities for recruiting drivers without licenses.  The Director says many accidents are caused by unqualified drivers.  

Arol: “Our accidents these days, they have just been increasing because we have got many cars here in Lakes State -- the one for operations and the one for the army and the government institutions. So there are some of the drivers. They don’t respect regulations of traffic like our colleagues, the police and others from the army and whatsoever. So when you stop them, they will not accept to stop. Most of the drivers here in Lakes State, some of them they don’t have driving licenses and they are working with the government. If you have your brother’s son or sister’s son or any relatives to you and he knows how to drive …. and he doesn’t know nothing about the car and you give him the work, that is not good.”
 Just this week a driver from the state governor’s office knocked and injured a pedestrian in Rumbek town.  The woman is receiving treatment at Rumbek State Hospital.
The Nation Mirror newspaper has been ordered to close its doors indefinitely. 

The paper was confiscated yesterday by National Security Service agents for allegedly publishing anti-government content. 

The security agents told the editor-in-chief the closure was also due to the publishing of a story which claimed the SPLA had withdrawn from the town of Renk in Upper Nile State. 

The editor-in-chief of the paper, Wol Atak, says the story in question was a misprint which they attempted to clarify. 

Atak: ‘The following day we made an effort to clarify that it was not true. It was a typing error and that was seven days from the day our paper was shut down. They did not show me in particular which kind of articles that were anti-government. Since they’re ceasing the paper I’m trying to negotiate and if that fails, I will look for other courses of action to take because this paper is serving the country. It has employed South Sudanese and the information it’s giving to the people of South Sudan is much needed now and I will not stop by these orders only.”
Youth from the Equatoria region are calling for a positive and peaceful solution to the ongoing conflict in South Sudan. 

The Equatoria Youth Association has also rejected the power-sharing proposal from the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, IGAD, to appoint Riek Machar in the position of First Vice-President in the still to be finalized Transitional Government of National Unity. 

The president of the association, Daniel Abosh Ali, says this role should remain with an Equatorian and peace should not be enforced on the country. 

Abosh: “One thing the mediators have to consider is that we want a peace that is acceptable to the people of South Sudan, peace that is owned by the people of South Sudan. We don’t want peace that is enforced on the people of South Sudan. Well, we will continue to push because this is a negotiation. What we need we will continue to push peacefully to insure that the position of the First Vice-President remains for Equatorians. Peacefully we will achieve that.”
The head of the oncology department at Juba Teaching Hospital says the country faces a challenge in early detection of cancer. 

Dr. James Deng Akuom says failure to detect the disease coupled with a lack of treatment for cancer patients are leading factors that lead to the rise in the number of cancer patients in South Sudan.  

Dr. Akuom was speaking exclusively on Radio Miraya.

Akuom: “In South Sudan we do not have lab facilities for us to detect the disease. But we can only tell through clinical features that show on the patient. We are now … we have a plan with our partners to help us establish full unite. The Turks and the Indians are willing to help us.” 

The World commemorates World Cancer day - today.  A day set aside to raise awareness of cancer and to encourage its prevention, detection, and treatment.
Elections for the South Sudan Bar Association have been rescheduled for Monday next week.

This comes after the Court of Appeal for the Equatoria Judicial Circle ruled out a case of illegality against the bar association committee which had stalled the process.  

Spokesman for the Bar Association Electoral Committee Peter Matthias says they are arranging for lawyers from the states to attend the elections

Matthias: “Yesterday, the high electoral committee for the bar association in South Sudan held an extraordinary meeting and has taken a number of decisions. And particularly our concern is conducting the elections or rescheduling the elections for bar association on 9 February, next Monday. By the will of God we are now arranging how we can bring in lawyers from the states and we assure that the elections will take place on 9th of this month.” 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The government of Tanzania has donated an assortment of food items to communities displaced by conflict. 

The 250 metric tons of sorghum and maize will be distributed to displaced people in Upper Nile State and other areas, in urgent need of humanitarian assistance.  

The National Minister of Agriculture, Beda Machar, says arrangements are underway to transport the cereals.
Machar: “The government is now trying its level best to go to Tanzania. The government representatives will be headed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and other ministries to go and make write cooperation agreement between the … Tanzania Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Agriculture of South Sudan. So we shall be working together. These 500 metric tons are going to  be brought, hopefully they will be in even before March and that will be the right time. This food will go those people and the situation will be rescued.”
The State Ministry of Education in Northern Bahr el Ghazal has released the results of this year’s Primary Leaving Examinations. 
Announcing the results in the state capital Aweil, Education Minister Valentino Achak Deng said nearly 4,000 pupils, including students on the Accelerated Leaning Programme, sat the exams.  
Deng says the state registered a pass rate of more than 70 percent.  
Deng: “A percentage of 72.55 students passed the exams and an average percentage of 27.45 candidates failed. The number of male candidates was higher than that of the female candidates. The total of the male candidates who sat was 3,505 candidates, which is equal to 78.87 percent, and the total female candidates who sat for the exams were 939, which are equal to 21.13 percent.”
The pupils will receive their certificates in the next two weeks. 
In regional news
Chadian troops have entered Nigeria to join the battle against militant Islamist group Boko Haram.

Nigerian security Spokesman Mike Omeri said  armored vehicles and infantry crossed a bridge from Cameroon following air strikes and mortar attacks on Boko Haram positions. 

He said fighting focused on the key northeastern town of Gamboru. 

Last week, Chadian troops reportedly moved into Malumfatori, a Nigerian town which lies near the borders of Chad and Niger, after a ground and air assault against the militants. 
Onto sport
Samuel Pawon is here with update.
Pawon’s report: 
Eagle FC and Nile have joined the Division One teams after both ended on top in the qualifiers tournament in Kuajok, Warrap State. In Iba county of Western Equatoria State, Luanga beat Iba County 2-1 and Riverside defeated the Young Stars 1 nil. In updates from Maridi county,  Santos FC won its match against Lison FC 2-1, while the Meridi Arrows beat Ngambe FC 2-1. On to Abyei, where Muhandisin FC beat Tahrir 2-1 and Nile Abtok FC 1 nil in the Division One competition, and in the women’s football tournament, Yei Central have qualified to the final match after beating City Stars 3 nil on penalties. Today Rainbow FC will take on Peace Club.”

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Six killed in inter-communal attacks in Rumbek town
· Oncology expert says South Sudan lacks facilities to diagnose cancer 

· Nation Mirror newspaper closed indefinitely
And that’s Radio Miraya news! I am David Lukan.
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