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Good afternoon, its 1 o’clock. I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines

· Government officials released by opposition forces in Jonglei
· Family of detained Lakes State MP renews calls for his release
· UN Humanitarian Chief Valerie Amos, in South Sudan

Three government officials who were detained in opposition-held territory in Jonglei State have been released.  

The officials, including the chairman of the National Bureau of Statistics, were detained by opposition forces in Ayod County in Jonglei State on Tuesday while returning to Bor in a UN helicopter.

They were received by their relatives on arrival at Juba airport on Thursday evening.

Jonglei State Ministry of Information Judy Jonglei Boyoris says it is not clear why the helicopter landed in an opposition area.

Boyoris: “It is something we cannot answer unless those people come to Juba to answer the questions why they went there. Because we know that place is occupied by rebels. Why should they go there? But the pilot knows why they went there.  Those people are rebels and those are government officials. If they go to areas occupied by the rebels without any reason then the rebels can detain them, because we don’t have any agreement with them.”
The family of one of the detained Members of Parliament in Lakes State is renewing calls for his release. 

Teresa Nyanawan Ayom, wife of MP Marik Nanga Marik, is asking the central government and the state government to immediately release her husband and his colleague, Isaac Makur Buco Apac, without preconditions.

Teresa says she has not had any communication with her husband since he was arrested in October last year. 

We have voiced over her audio, because of the poor phone connection. 

Nyanawan: “Should the law be accepting if your husband was arrested … if he was not arrested I can said the Governor, the government of South Sudan, is kidnapping my husband because if I don’t know where my husband was put. It is a way of kidnapping. It is not a jail. If it is a jail they can bring him through to the police station. To me I don’t know. I run up and down and there is no solution. What I … tell the world, I want these two detainees to be brought back to justice.  So let justice come up because the law is above the people. I want law to be above the people and I don’t want people to be above the law”. 

Last week, Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj-Gen Matur Chut Dhuol denied ordering the arrest of MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc Apac. 

The two MPs representing Rumbek East and Rumbek North respectively have been in detention since October 2014.
The communities of Kajo-Keji in Central Equatoria and Uganda’s Moyo district have resolved that a border demarcation exercise be conducted immediately. 

This was one of 9 resolutions drawn at the end of a 2-day reconciliation workshop attended by local leaders, women, youth and the business community from both sides.  

The conference was organized following clashes between the two communities in September last year that left an estimated 50 people dead. 

The dialogue was supported by Save Hope community based organization, the South Sudan Council of Churches and the Civil Affairs Department in the United Nations Mission - UNMISS.  

Dabe Francis Elisama is an MP from Central Equatoria and Program Director of Save Hope Organization. 

Elisama: “That the border demarcation be done expeditiously to avoid further future similar conflict, that the governments of Central Equatoria State and Republic of South Sudan should be committed in improving the provision of service delivery to their returnees and the host community so as to meet the needs of the increased population of Kajo-Keji County. That the community of Kajo-Keji should continue protecting the Ma’di in Kajo-Keji and that the community of Moyo should do the same to the community of Kuku in Moyo. That the churches should continue pursuing peace building process with their counterparts in Moyo that the existing intermarried families should be protected.”
The United Nations Under-secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, is in South Sudan.

Ms. Amos is here with UNESCO Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation Forrest Whitaker to assess humanitarian and educational conditions of people affected by the conflict. 

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual.

Malual: 
Valerie Amos and Forrest Whitaker arrived in Juba this morning. During their visit, the two are expected to meet with communities affected by the crisis, senior Government officials and humanitarian partners, to discuss ways of improving the humanitarian operation in South Sudan. 

Valerie Amos told journalists upon arrival that their visit will raise awareness of the situation. 

Amos: “By being here we can continue to give attention to what is happening to people and use that as way of raising some resources for the urgently needed humanitarian action that we need to take this year.” 

Meanwhile the UNESCO Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation, Forest Whitaker, says during his ten-day visit, he will also be involved in the training of peace mobilizers in Torit, Eastern Equatoria. 

Whitaker; “I am going to be here for about two days. I will be here in Juba and I will be going to eastern Equatoria where I am training youth in my program, peace building program there. 

The visit of the two envoys comes just after the UN human rights chief visited the country and International attention continues to focus on the impact of the current conflict on the people of South Sudan.
I am Reech Malual Reporting for Radio Miraya news in Juba.

Meanwhile, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Human rights, Ivan Simonovic, says the National Security Service Bill should meet International standards.  

While concluding his 6-day visit to South Sudan, Simonovic said he met with President Kiir and the Ministers of security, defence and justice and lobbied that the bill, which is currently in Parliament should respect human rights. 

Simonovic: “I also raised with the authorities the importance of some pieces of legislation that the new law of national security is in line with international standards just as well as the importance of the law dealing with civil society organizations. I think that you are also interested to see new media laws. I haven’t seen it yet but I was told it is in line with the international standards.”
The controversial bill was returned from the Presidency to the National Parliament amid concerns from a section of legislators, civil society and human rights activists that it would give the National Security Service sweeping powers to arrest and detain suspects as well as monitor communications.

The Assistant Secretary-General also visited Malakal where he met with state officials and displaced persons at the UN Protection of Civilians site.  
He also had a short tour of Malakal town and interacted with the IDP community from Jonglei State at the Nikanga Academy. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
A modern health complex has been opened in Kuajok, Warrap State. 

The health center known as “Chief Ayii Madut Ayii Modern Medical Center” is the first private hospital in Warrap. 

The hospital complex valued at more than two million US dollars was constructed with support from the family of the late chief Ayii who died in 2013. 

The centers Officer-in-Charge, Akool Ayii Madut Ayii, says the facility is equipped with a theater and up to date testing and treatment services.  

Ayii: “We have a lot of things. We have model lab, x-ray, ultra-sound, ECG, Ideogram, male wards, children’s ward, women’s ward, emergency, VIP, ambulance and it works 24 hours. And then our lab also tests more than 300 diseases. That means I can say it compares to Juba hospital or Nairobi hospital. Then also compared to other checks, all our checks start from 80 pounds downward, including cancer checks, ulcers checks, any sort of check , so our check are actually simple.”
A writing competition for South Sudanese journalism students has been launched in Juba. 

The contest will explore how media can positively contribute to peace building and development. 

Deng Hamad, the Press secretary of the National General Students’ Union, says 25 entries will be selected from students in and out of the country, and the best 3 will be selected as winners. 

The winner bags 500 US dollars while the runner up gets 300 dollars, and third place walks away with 200 US dollars. 

Hamad explains more. 

Hamad: “The articles or the short stories must answer these questions; for example, how media can contribute positively to peace building and development in South Sudan. Also short stories or articles should clearly mention the importance of the media profession in promoting peace, social justice, good governance, and sustainable development, fighting poverty and environmental protection and culture. These topics should be covered in the short stories or the articles.” 

The competition is being facilitated by the UN cultural organization UNESCO.
The President of the World Seventh Day Adventist Church is expected in Juba. 

Ted Wilson will fly in from the United States on Sunday, with a delegation of pastors and church leaders.

During his two-day visit, Ted Wilson will officially open two newly constructed church buildings in Juba, and ground break for the construction of a 5,000 capacity church.

The President of the Adventist church will also meet with President Salva Kiir and hold an open air service at the Dr John Garang peace square on Sunday afternoon.
In foreign news
The numbers of new cases of Ebola have gone up in all three of West Africa's worst-hit countries in the last week of January.  
The World Health Organization says this is the first weekly increase in 2015, after a reported decline in cases.  
John Ging, is the Operations Director of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
Ging: "So now we see across the three countries 124 new cases being reported. In Sierra Leone, they have had the highest number of new cases at 80 last week, compared with 65 the week before. In Guinea, 39 new cases last week compared with 30 the week before and in Liberia five new cases compared with four the week before. This is evidence of there being no room for complacency." 

Almost 9,000 people have died from Ebola since December 2013. 
Onto sports
The Africa Cup of Nations semi-final game between Ghana and hosts Equatorial Guinea was suspended for at least 30 minutes because of crowd violence.  
Riot Police fired tear gas and sent out a security helicopter after fans from the host side threw stones, bottles and glass at Ghanaian fans who were forced to seek shelter on the pitch.  

Ghana won the game 3-nil and is set to face Ivory Coast in the finals on Sunday.  
And in local sports
Samuel Pawon is here with more. 

Samuel’s report: 
Gazala FC of Wau arrived in Juba last evening to start preparations for their Confederation Cup preliminary match against Betrojet FC of Egypt. The match is scheduled for next week at the Juba stadium. The Head of the delegation, Kasmiro Ansolomo, says the team received the full support of their state and is ready for the match. 

Ansolomo: “We as board of directors of Gazala FC, we thank the state governor Rezik Zachariah for his strong support and taking full responsibility of the team. We have finished with the first part of plans in the state level. The second part of our plan is here in Juba and we have started it this morning. We are more than ready to for our match against the Egyptian team Betriget. We will make sure our team is on good standard so to have a nice performance that can be accepted by the fans.” 

Gazala FC will face the Egyptian side Betrojet FC on the 13th of this month at the Juba Stadium. They will travel to Egypt a week later for the return leg. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Government officials released by opposition forces in Jonglei
· Family of detained Lakes State MP renews calls for his release
· UN Humanitarian Chief Valerie Amos, in South Sudan
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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