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Good evening. It’s 5 o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· SPLA reports fresh attacks on its positions in Upper Nile and Unity states

· UNESCO says up to 12,000 children remain recruited in the armed forces
· Bar association elections interrupted by security agents

Fresh attacks have been reported, days after the government and opposition recommitted themselves to ceasing hostilities.  

The army says its positions in Nassir and Wankai in Upper Nile and Unity States respectively have been hit.  

SPLA spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer blames the attacks on the opposition and says the army is in control of both towns.  

Col. Philip Aguer: "Yesterday, Riek Machar forces shelled Nassir and at the same time they attacked other SPLA units in Wankai. The attacks were repulsed and SPLA are in control of the situation in Nasser and Wankai. This is a new breach by the Riek Machar’s forces – they did not stop and will not respect the cease-fire. SPLA remains committed on this basis. We are still in Nassir and SPLA forces did not go out of Nassir city.”

The opposition could not be reached for comment

The UN Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) says up to 12,000 children remain recruited in the armed forces. 
 The visiting UNESCO Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation, Forest Whitaker, has welcomed the recent release of more than 200 children by the South Sudan democratic Alliance – Cobra faction, but says more should be done to enable the demobilization of the remaining thousands.  

Whitaker says the children must be released and enrolled in school.  

Forest Whitaker: “Throughout the country, hundreds of schools remain empty and some have been turned into military camps as thousands of young people go without food and without education. We welcome the release of 250 children from the democratic army cobra faction and we look forward to the promised release of thousands more. This is a good development but we must remember that work for these children cannot end simply when they are free from these armies because for so many of these children; war and violence is all they have known for the last few years. If another conflict broke out five or ten years later they will be the first ones recruited back to the battle field.”
Meanwhile, a pledge of 600 million dollars has been put out for emergency assistance in South Sudan, before the start of the rainy season.  

United Nations Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos launched the pledge in Juba this morning. 

Ms. Amos says receiving the money in time, will enable humanitarian actors preposition assistance to strategic points before rains make routes impassable.  

She says a total of 1.8 billion dollars is needed to support humanitarian efforts for the whole year.  

Valerie Amos: “We have asked this year for help for 4.1 million people at the cost of 1.8 billion dollars. If we receive 600 million dollars of that money by the end of February, we can take advantage of the dry season that runs till May to reach more people in need and preposition supplies. It is also important to avert a further deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country. There are thousands of children who are suffering from malnutrition and the threats of hunger and disease is real.”

Meanwhile, an international meeting aimed at diverting a deepening humanitarian crisis in South Sudan, will be held in Nairobi, Kenya today (Monday). 

At the meeting, the international community will be asked to fulfill their pledges in order to deliver the much need assistance to communities affected by the conflict – both in and out of the country.  

The pledging conference will be attended by international donors, humanitarian partners, government officials and members of the regional IGAD grouping.  The government is being represented by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin. 

The Under Secretary in the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, Clement Taban Dominic, says the government will press upon the donors, the urgency to meet their pledges ahead of the rainy season.   

Taban Dominic: “We are telling them about the humanitarian situation in South Sudan. We are to respond to 2.5 million people in the coming months ahead and we will be telling the donors countries to assist our partners working on the ground so that they have the resources to preposition to these areas that are not accessible during the rainy season, because this is the window of opportunity starting from January to May. If they have the resources during these four months, then we are safe and we will have the resources on the ground before the rainy season.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
One man has been shot dead and two others injured in separate security incidents in Rumbek Central in Lakes State. 

 

Our reporter in Rumbek, Mageng Wade, is here with more

Mageng Wade: “In the first incident gunmen shot and killed a young man in Pankar village, Rumbek Central County.  The victim was from the Amothnom Clan of the Kuei section. Relatives say his body was found at a water point where he had gone to source water for his animals. On Sunday, two youth were involved in a fight that led to the both of them being shot and injured. The incident occurred as the two were drinking alcohol in Barpakeny payam.  I am Mageng Wade for Radio Miraya news.”
Elections of the South Sudan Bar association have been interrupted after the exercise was blocked by suspected security agents.

 Our reporter, who was witnessing the voting process at the New Sudan Palace Hotel this afternoon, said suspected security agents stopped the voting and informed the association members that they did not seek the required permission to conduct the vote. 

The head of the bar association’s steering committee, Samuel James and a journalist identified as Jok Peter, working with the Gurtong News Agency were arrested.  

Sources say the ballot boxes were carried off to an unknown location. A similar voting process in Wau has also been stopped.  

The President of the World Seventh Day Adventist Church is the latest voice to sound a call for peace in South Sudan. 

Ted Wilson arrived for a two day visit on Sunday and is expected to meet President Salva Kiir and government officials before returning to the United States.  

Addressing a congregation at the Garang Mausoleum in Juba yesterday, Ted Wilson said citizens should be peacemakers.

The government of Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State has purchased 25 new vehicles for state officials.  

The cars, valued at 3 million US dollars, are meant to facilitate movement of ministers and government officials as they conduct their duties. 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Minster for Information Wek Kuc Deng says the vehicles will be allocated to the respective offices.  

Wek Kuc Deng: “These cars are now going to be allocated to the constitutional post holders especially ministers as well as other constitutional post holders at the level of the state and this will give us a very good chance to go to different places like counties. That will be the starting work of coordination of the work because we have been tied. (I am) an example myself – I don’t have a car and I have been using my own and sometimes (go on) foot. This is a golden chance for us now to have these cars. All the minsters are going to have them as well as other constitutional post holders.”
In foreign news, Ivory Coast announced a public holiday on Monday to celebrate its dramatic win over Ghana in the Africa Cup of Nations final.

The Ivoirians claimed victory on Sunday after beating Ghana 9-8 on penalties after normal time ended nil-nil.  

Third place was claimed by the Democratic Republic of Congo who beat hosts Equatorial Guinea 4-2, also on penalties on Saturday.  

In Egypt, authorities have suspended football league matches indefinitely after clashes at a stadium in Cairo left at least 22 people dead.

Media reports say people were crushed after police fired tear gas at supporters of Zamalek who were trying to force their way in for a match against city rivals ENPPI.

The fans blamed the authorities for opening only a single gate.

In local sports, a committee from the National Handball Federation is in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State to select players for the national team.  
The players will be selected during a friendly match to be played this evening at the Wau Youth Centre.  
Abdallah Augustino, Secretary of the National Handball Federation, says the committee will select both male and female players.  

Abdallah Augustino: “During our visit to Western Bahr el Ghazal, we want to select our players. We have a technical committee coming from Juba. This technical committee is now in Wau and then they will be together with technical team of Wau. There is a match which will be played this evening as the technical committee monitors the players on the ground. At the end, they will chose according to what they have seen on the ground. After we finish this evening in Western Bahr el-Ghazal tomorrow morning we are going to travel to Western Equatoria (Yambio) and do the same thing we did in Western Bahr el-Ghazal (there). In Yambio, you know that there are good players there.”

Once selected, the national handball team will compete in the preliminaries of the 2016 world Handball tournament next month in Ethiopia.  
South Sudan is drawn to face teams from Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania and hosts, Ethiopia.
And Samuel Pawon is here with an update on local events:

Samuel Pawon: “We start with the ongoing qualifier football tournament in Yambio, Western Equatoria, where Ekwa FC and Super Eagle ended their game in a two-all draw last evening at the Budaway Stadium. In the division one tournament in Abyei, Agrab FC beat Olympic four-nil, while Tahrir and Meding Ashwang ended their match in one-all draw. In the women’s football tournament in Yei, Yei central has been crown champions after defeating Rainbow 2-1 over the weekend at Yei Freedom Square. Looking at basketball, table leaders Malakeia emerged victors over Hilal by 102 points to 76, while National Engineers team beat Warriors by 53 points to 47. In the third game, Munuki beat Citizens by 70 points to 64. All games took place at the Nimra Talata basketball stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLA reports fresh attacks on its positions in Upper Nile and Unity states

· UNESCO says up to 12,000 children remain recruited in the armed forces

· Bar association elections interrupted by security agents

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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