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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The headlines:
· Donors pledge more than 500 million dollars to South Sudan humanitarian efforts
· Rwandan peacekeepers hand over school to community in Kapuri, Northern Bari payam
· Warrap welcomes first commercial airline to the state
An international pledging conference in Nairobi, Kenya has managed to raise $529 million of the 600 million US dollars needed for humanitarian assistance in the next few months.  
Promises came in from the government of the United States, which pledged $273 million and Ireland which pledged just over three million US dollars. 
Brazil pledged more than 8000 metric tons of rice and beans, to be channeled through the UN World Food Programme. 
The $600 million is needed urgently to preposition assistance before the start of the rainy season.  It is part of a total of 1.8 billion dollars needed for emergency assistance this year.  
Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos: “We have asked this year for help for $ 4.1 million people at the cost of 1.8 billion dollars and if we receive 600 million dollars of that money by the end of February we can take advantage of the dry season that runs till may to reach more people in need and preposition supplies. It is also important to avert a further deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country. There are thousands of children who are suffering from malnutrition and the threats of hunger and disease is real.”
The UN Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) says up to 12,000 children remain recruited in the armed forces. 

 The visiting UNESCO Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation, Forest Whitaker, has welcomed the recent release of more than 200 children by the South Sudan democratic Alliance – Cobra faction, but says more should be done to enable the demobilization of the remaining thousands.  

Whitaker says the children must be released and enrolled in school.  

Forest Whitaker: “Throughout the country, hundreds of schools remain empty and some have been turned into military camps as thousands of young people go without food and without education. We welcome the release of 250 children from the democratic army cobra faction and we look forward to the promised release of thousands more. This is a good development but we must remember that work for these children cannot end simply when they are free from these armies because for so many of these children; war and violence is all they have known for the last few years. If another conflict broke out five or ten years later they will be the first ones recruited back to the battle field.”

Authorities of Mundri West County in Western Equatoria have met to review resolutions of a recent peace conference between cattle herders and farmers.  
A 9 February deadline for the herders to leave the county was one of nine resolutions drawn at last month’s conference.  

This follows growing tensions between the cattle herders and the farming communities in recent months. 

One day after the deadline, up to eight cattle camps are still present and the herders have agreed to gradually move the remaining animals.  

The acting commissioner of Mundri, John Keliopa, says there are a few cattle are left in the area.
John Keliopa: “We have just finished a meeting at the county level. There are members in the committee (who) include police officers, representatives of national security and youth, and it is chaired by the commissioner. We met and have specified the areas where there are cattle. On Wednesday, the four counties will meet in Maridi – these are Mundri West, Munduri East, Mvolo and Maridi – so that we can come up with peaceful ways to remove these people from the county.” 

A free eye clinic is to be opened in the Pibor administrative area of Jonglei state, to treat patients with trachoma.  
The clinic, which will run from the 16 March to 15 March, is being organized by the National Ministry of Health with support from the Christian Missionary Aid (CMA).  
Dr. Ali Yousif Ngor, the director of Ophthalmic Services at the ministry says patients with trachoma will access treatment and surgery free of charge. 

Ngor says the clinic is right now in Eastern Equatoria before they move onto Jonglei.  He says they have conducted more than one hundred operations so far.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A new primary school has officially been handed over to the community of Kapuri in Northern Bari Payam in Juba. 

The eight-classroom block equipped with a teacher’s staff room and water facility was constructed by the Rwandan peacekeepers of the UN Mission (UNMISS).  
Construction of the school started in August.  

Speaking at the handover, William Ater Mager the advisor in the National Ministry of Education emphasized the need to train more teachers to cater for the big number of pupils enrolling in schools. 

He says current enrollment rates stand at 1.4 Million children.

Speaking at the handover, the commander of the Rwandan contingent, Mutara Nkangura says they are happy to be part of the development process in South Sudan.

Elections of the South Sudan Bar association have been interrupted after the exercise was blocked by suspected security agents.

 Our reporter, who was witnessing the voting process at the New Sudan Palace Hotel this afternoon, said suspected security agents stopped the voting and informed the association members that they did not seek the required permission to conduct the vote. 

The head of the bar association’s steering committee, Samuel James and a journalist identified as Jok Peter, working with the Gurtong News Agency were arrested.  

Sources say the ballot boxes were carried off to an unknown location. A similar voting process in Wau has also been stopped.  

Residents of Warrap turned up in large numbers to witness the launch of the first commercial flights to the state.  

South Supreme Airlines will fly from Juba to the state capital Kuajock on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

South Supreme Airlines manager Salvatoria Akol Mawien Akol says the airline has 17 seats, of which 7 have been reserved for government officials.  

Salvatoria Akol Mawien Akol: “As we need to cooperate with the state government, we decided to let them have seven seats then the remaining 10 are for the normal passengers who are supposed to book earlier at the booking office of Supreme Airlines. The (price) per adult is 780 South Sudanese Pounds (for a) one-way ticket from Kuajok to Juba”. 

The flight time between Juba and Kuajock is an estimated 1 hour and 40 minutes.  

And in foreign news, Nigeria’s Boko Haram militants have stepped up attacks outside Nigeria, targeting neighbouring Cameroon and Niger.  

The militants attacked a town along the town of Diffa, along Niger-Nigeria border, hours after a bomb was set off in a prison in the same town. Several people were injured.

Meanwhile, the militants have hijacked a bus in northern Cameroon, abducting at least 20 people. Militants reportedly seized a bus carrying market-goers and drove it toward the border with Nigeria. 

Some reports put the total number kidnapped in Cameroon as high as 30.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Donors pledge more than 500 million dollars to South Sudan humanitarian efforts

· Rwandan peacekeepers hand over school to community in Kapuri, Northern Bari payam

· Warrap welcomes first commercial airline to the state

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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