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Good Evening its 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 

The Headlines

· More fighting reported in Bentiu – Unity State.
· Lawyers boycott court sessions in protest at suspension of Bar Association elections.  
AND 

· The National Prisons Service says prisoners face crowded conditions

More fighting has been reported in Bentiu – Unity State. Loud explosions were heard in the town this morning. 

The latest fighting comes a day after donors pledged 529 million US dollars towards a 1.8 billion dollar aid appeal by the United Nations. 

UN Humanitarian Chief Valerie Amos on Monday warned the warring leaders they had to show a commitment to peace.

Lawyers have boycotted court sessions today (Tuesday), in protest at the suspension of elections of the Bar Association.  
The exercise to select new office bearers was interrupted on Monday by suspected security agents who stormed the venue in Juba and confiscated the ballot boxes, claiming the lawyers had not gotten the required clearance to hold the vote.  
The chairman of the association’s election committee James Sabino Ajawin says they contacted Central Equatoria Police who said they were not aware of the order. 

Roll clip…………………….James Sabino I ( 1)
“We contacted the state police and they said the order came from higher authorities and they did not know the reason. We went to the ministry of interior in the national government the they promised a response today because they want to know from the police commissioner and the security director in the state.”

A journalist from the Gurtong news agency and the head of the Bar association’s steering committee, Samuel James were arrested.  
Sabino is calling for a clear explanation for the action.  

Roll clip…………………….James Sabino, II (2)
“that authority should be clear in the same way the court suspended the process because of an appeal and rejected the appeal after find no grounds; so the court ordered us to continues with the elections; so we want this authority to have the same courage and legal understanding and tell the public and lawyers the reason for stopping the process. “

Meanwhile, the Union of Journalists of South Sudan is appealing for the release of the journalist who was arrested. 
 Jok Peter, a news reporter for the Gurtong news agency was picked up by suspected National Security agents. 
Chairperson of the journalists union, Oliver Modi says Journalists should be allowed to do their work without hindrance.

Clip…………………..Oliver Modi 3
Sudan’s Interior ministry has begun registering South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum.  
A Director in Sudan’s passports and immigrations office, Major General Ahmed Atta Al Manan, says the refugees will be given foreign registration cards, which will allow them to move freely within Sudanese territory.  
There are an estimated two hundred thousand South Sudanese refugees living in camps in Khartoum.

The spokesperson of the National Prisons Service notes deteriorating conditions within the country’s prisons.  

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Lt Col. Rodento Tongun says the detention facilities are not built to accommodate the increasing numbers of inmates.  

Clip……..Tongun challenges 4
“We in South Sudan here we don’t have prison, with the exception of Bor which was built by the Multi-Donor-Trust Fund, the other prisons are just containments, they were just built to suit the colonial interests by then.  We just inherited those prisons and even the capacities of those prisons were very small.  If you want to take Juba prison in the seat of the government, it was projected to be 400 but if you talk about today there are about 1,400 and something prisoners.  The prison condition in this sense is very much deteriorating and it is not there”.  

The spokesperson also spoke of efforts to transform the prisons service into a correctional facility.  

Lt Col Tongun says Yambio prison is making headway in providing inmates with basic skills in different technical fields to help prisoners start life after serving their sentences. 

He says Yambio prison is receiving prisoners from as far as Central and Western Bahr el Ghazal.

Clip…………………………..Tongun Yambio 5
“Yambio really they are trying despite the fact that there some many challenges. They have got their own workshops, they have got tailoring center. Workshops of different skills; blacksmith, carpentry everything they are there and also agriculture. They are even transferring prisoners from Juba here from Western Bahr Ghazal to Yambio. This small project is just a director initiative.”   

A group of female politicians are undergoing training on how to be more involved in the peace process. 

35 women from different political parties are being educated in UN Security Council Resolution 1325 which calls for participation of women in conflict prevention, resolution and peace building. 

The training in Juba is being provided with the support of UN Women.  

Joseph Kenyi Samuel, one of the organizers, explains how the women will benefit from the training.  

Clip…………………..Joseph Kenyi Samuel 6
“We just need to brief them on the key provisions of the UNSC Resolution 1325. For example one, the increase participation and representation of women at all levels of decision making, two, attention to specific protection to women and girls in conflict, three, gender perspective in post conflict processes, number four, gender perspective in UN programming, reporting and in all security council missions in the country. The last but not the least is the gender perspective and training in UN support operations for peace in the country.”

Residents of Warrap turned up in large numbers to witness the launch of the first commercial flights to the state.  

South Supreme Airlines will fly from Juba to the state capital Kuajock on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

South Supreme Airline manager, Salvatoria Akol Mawien Akol says the airline has 17 seats, of which 7 have been reserved for government officials.  

Clip …………….Salvatoria Akol Mawien 7
“As we need to cooperate with the state government, we decided to let them have 7 seats then the remaining 10 are for the normal passengers who are supposed to book earlier at the booking office of Supreme Airline.  The air per ticket for the adult, it is 780 Sudanese Pounds one way from Kuacjok to Juba”. 

The flight time between Juba and Kuajock is an estimated 1 hour and 40 minutes.  
And in foreign news, Niger's parliament has voted to send troops to Nigeria to join the fight against militant Islamist group Boko Haram.

Media reports says the vote took place after Boko Haram attacked a prison and detonated a car bomb on Monday in the town of Diffa, near Niger's border with Nigeria.

MPs said parliament unanimously authorised deploying 750 soldiers to a regional force battling Boko Haram. 

The Nigerian conflict has increasingly drawn in regional states. 

On Saturday, Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Benin agreed to establish a 7,800-strong force to fight the group.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· More fighting reported in Bentiu – Unity State.
· Lawyers boycott court sessions in protest at suspension of Bar Association elections. 
AND 

· The National Prisons Service says prisoners face crowded conditions

End of Radio Miraya news, I am Susan Dokolo
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