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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 

The headlines:
· More than 600 million dollars pledged to support humanitarian response in South Sudan

· UK envoy urges leaders to honor their commitment to peace
· 300 child soldiers released from an armed group in Jonglei
The donor community has pledged to provide 618 million dollars to support the humanitarian response in South Sudan. 

The pledges, at the conclusion of a donor conference in Nairobi, were a response to an appeal by United Nations Humanitarian Undersecretary General Valerie Amos to support the humanitarian community to preposition supplies before the rainy season begins. 

Resident Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer told a news conference this morning trucks are ready and shall begin prepositioning relief items as soon as possible.

The UK envoy to South Sudan and Addis Ababa Matthew Cannell has urged leaders to honor their commitment and put the people first.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, he expressed disappointment that South Sudanese leaders have not made sufficient progress to achieve peace.

He acknowledges there was some progress made at the last round of talks, but stressed that the two sides need to move beyond these discussions to secure peace.

Matt Camell: “So what did come out in the last agreement was a very clear timeline for recommitting engaging in the talks and setting clear timeline to form a transitional government. I think the region’s involvement is going to be critical to ensure the parties respect the next deadline and also international community playing supportive role in that. But having discussed this issue for a very long period of time, I think the responsible primary lies with the South Sudan leaders to break through some of these long standing issues around power sharing.” 

Meanwhile the UK Ambassador to South Sudan Ian Hughes notes that the primary interest of everybody is that the fighting stops.

Hughes urges all the leaders to play their role in bringing an end to the conflict.

Ian Hughes: “What I am urging all the leaders of South Sudan, and by that I don’t just mean the top leaders – you know the president, the leaders of the opposition group and the former detainees – but every South Sudanese in a decision making position is to stop the fighting. You have a role to play in stopping the fighting. Everybody must get together agree that the killing must stop and it must stop now. The people of South Sudan deserve no less.”

Another group of child soldiers has been released from armed forces in Jonglei State. 

The 300 children have been demobilized from the South Sudan Democratic Alliance – Cobra Faction in Pibor and transported to an interim center where they will be provided with food, water and clothing.  

They will also have access to health and psychosocial services provided by UN Children’s Organization (UNICEF) and other partners. 
Each child surrendered their weapons and uniforms in a ceremony overseen by the National Disarmament and Reintegration Commission. 

This is the second batch of children to be released by the cobra faction led by David Yau Yau; the first group of 249 was demobilized from Gumuruk.  
Since their release two weeks ago, 179 of the children have returned to their homes, while the remaining 70 are still being kept at an interim center in Gumuruk as their families are traced. 

Representatives of the steering committee of the South Sudan Bar Association will meet the Inspector General of Police today to discuss the disruption of their elections last Monday. 

The group had earlier approached the Ministry of Interior after police and security personnel stormed the venue of the bar association elections in Juba and Wau, confiscated ballot boxes and suspended the process. 

Yesterday several lawyers boycotted court cases in protest of what they described as unlawful action by police and security and police personnel. 

Meanwhile, a journalist who was arrested while covering the elections of the South Sudan Bar Association has been released.  

Peter Jok who works for the Gurtong news website was detained in Juba on Monday when National Security agents interrupted the process.  

A farmer has been shot dead following a disagreement between cattle keepers and farmers in Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The farmer was shot dead when the two communities clashed in Bazia payam.  

State Minister for Information Mary Carolin says one suspect has been arrested. 

Mary Carolin: “The disagreement occurred between cattle keepers and farmers in the area of Maju east of Bazia Payam. One of the citizens was shot in the leg. He is called William Deng. He was brought to the hospital but unfortunately he died. The police managed to arrest one of the suspects and the legal process is going on. The situation after the incident is now calm in Maju area and I want to assure the citizens that they should not take the law in their hands.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The South Sudan Red Cross Society in Jonglei State has started distributing non-food items to the recently displaced persons in Jalle Payam in Bor County, Jonglei State. 

The Director of the South Sudan Red Cross in Bor, David Gai Deer, says the distribution targets 300 vulnerable households in the Payam.

He said the items were joint contribution from South Sudan Red Cross and the International Committee of Red Cross.

David Gai Deer: “We are giving a plenty of items. We are giving tarpaulins, clothing, blankets, mosquito nets and washing soaps, plus female and dignity kits to the females and fishery accessories to every community who can be able to fish around to get food for themselves, especially fish in the river. We are targeting 300 families and it makes the number of 9,000 individuals that will benefit from this assistance. This is an initiative from the Red Cross.”

A national youth convention has been planned for next month.  

The South Sudan National Youth Union says the conference will be held to discuss issues affecting the youth and also elect new office bearers to run the union. 

Lam Tungwar Kweigwong is the president of the National Youth Union’s steering body.

Lam Tungwar Kweigwong: “We are now on a verge of announcing the date of the convention and as soon as we have the date, we will announce to the public. (It will be) by the first week of March (to the best) of my knowledge but at this particular time, the day and time will be disclosed to you in the nearest future possible – that is what I can assure of. There will be a convention I can guarantee you. With this group, we will make sure that the convention convenes and a president is elected and a constitution is adopted. There is no way this thing will fail. I know you the media are laughing at us, may be because it didn’t work out the first time, but this will work out.”

Youth unions have been established in all the ten states, as well as the Abyei and the Pibor Administrative Areas.

Sudan’s Interior ministry has begun registering South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum.  

A Director in Sudan’s passports and immigrations office, Major General Ahmed Atta Al Manan, says the refugees will be given foreign registration cards, which will allow them to move freely within Sudanese territory.  

There are an estimated 200,000 South Sudanese refugees living in camps in Khartoum.

A group of female politicians are undergoing training on how to better represent women’s issues in the peace process. 

35 women from different political parties are being educated in UN Security Council Resolution 1325 which calls for participation of women in conflict prevention, resolution and peace building. 

The training in Juba is being supported by UN Women.  

Joseph Kenyi Samuel, one of the organizers, explains how the women will benefit from the training.  

Joseph Kenyi Samuel: “We just need to brief them on the key provisions of the UNSC Resolution 1325. For example: One: the increased participation and representation of women at all levels of decision making. Two: attention to specific protection to women and girls in conflict. Three: gender perspective in post conflict processes. Four: gender perspective in UN programming, reporting and in all Security Council missions in the country. The last but not the least is the gender perspective and training in UN support operations for peace in the country.”

And in foreign news, Niger's parliament has unanimously approved sending troops to northern Nigeria as part of a regional offensive against the Islamist militant group Boko Haram that has launched several cross-border attacks in recent days.

Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Chad and Benin agreed at the weekend to send a joint force of 8,700 troops to battle the militant group, which has killed thousands of people and kidnapped hundreds more in its bid to create a separate state within Nigeria. 

Parliament in Niger unanimously authorized deploying 750 soldiers with a regional force battling Boko Haram.

The endorsement comes as Boko Haram militants attacked a prison and detonated a car bomb on Monday in the town of Diffa, near Niger's border with Nigeria

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· More than 600 million dollars pledged to support humanitarian response in South Sudan

· UK envoy urges leaders to honor their commitment to peace

· 300 child soldiers released from an armed group in Jonglei

That’s the Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan. 
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