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Good evening its 5 o’clock I’m David Lukan 

The Headlines

· Supreme Court admits political parties’ law suit challenging June elections. 
· Fresh fighting reported in Upper Nile. 
AND

· Women donate items to Kworijik displaced communities.  
The Supreme Court has admitted a petition filed by political parties, challenging the holding of national elections.  
The petition was filed by the SPLM-DC party and nine other political parties, seeking court to block the National Electoral Commission from conducting the vote on the scheduled date of June 30th. 
Court has given the Electoral commission till the 3rd of March to file its defence.  

Agok Makur, an advocate representing the ten political parties, says the admission of the petition is a milestone. 

Clip………………….Makur 1
“This today it marks a great advancement and achievement attributed to the Supreme Court that the Supreme Court was abide by its ethics and it was able to admit and accept to look into the issue in question or suit from the SPLM DC and others today they have accepted the suit and the date has been fixed for the next sittings in this court of court”.  

The political parties filed the suit last month on grounds that the current political situation would not allow for a credible vote.  
They also say the elections cannot be held without conducting a population census.  

The government and opposition are trading accusations over latest attacks in Upper Nile and Unity State.  
The SPLA accuses the opposition of hitting their positions in Bentiu town yesterday.  
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the SPLA repulsed a latest attack in Obudu, in Upper Nile.   

Clip……………..Aguer 2
“The rebels shelled Bentiu yesterday on the 10th Feb 2015, and the day before they shell Nasir, yesterday also the rebels committed a major attack violating all the signed agreement by attacking a place called Obudu (Haluw) in Upper Nile State the fighting took place for more than four hours SPLA defeated the attackers and inflicted heavy casualties on them including SPLA destroying two mounted vehicles with 12.7 Anti-aircraft machine gun and capturing one APC”  

Spokesperson for the Opposition military wing, Brigadier Lul Ruai Koang denied the claims and said Opposition forces were responding in self-defense after coming under attack from the SPLA forces.

Clip…………..Lul 3
“Yes it’s true that we were just returning mortal fire and artillery fire we were just responding to the government troops shelling our positions so we are had to return fire with fire, if the government is truly committed why would shell us in the first place we have been respecting our part of the agreement but the government have been violating it they have been negotiating with us in

The donor community has pledged to provide 618million dollars to support the humanitarian response in South Sudan. 
The pledges, at the conclusion of a donor conference in Nairobi, were a response to an appeal by United Nations Humanitarian Undersecretary General Valerie Amos to support the humanitarian community to preposition supplies before the rainy season begins. 
Resident Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer told a news conference this morning trucks are ready and shall begin prepositioning relief items as soon as possible.
Clip… ………………………………………Toby Lanzer 4
I am very pleased to say that as of today we have pledges totaling 618 million dollars so we are on target that’s really very good news for the people of south Sudan I think it exciting news in a way because it means we can execute our plan and let me just highlight what does this mean it means what can we do it means that organizations like WFP can procure sufficient stock of food and reach more and more people in need. 

The UK envoy to South Sudan and Addis Ababa, Matthew Cannell has urged leaders to honor their commitment and put the people first.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, he expressed disappointment that South Sudanese leaders have not made sufficient progress to achieve peace.

He acknowledges there was some progress made at the last round of talks, but stressed that the two sides need to move beyond these discussions to secure peace.

Clip…………………….. Matt Camell 5
“So what did come out in the last agreement was a very clear timeline for recommitting engaging in the talks and setting clear timeline to form a transitional government .I think the regions involvement is going to be critical to ensure the party respect the next deadline and also international community playing supportive role in that .But having discuss this issues for a very long period of time in think the responsible primary lay on the South Sudan leaders to break through some of these long standing issues around power sharing.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Medical Charity group – MSF, says the cost of importing vaccines into the country is impacting on the provision of health services.  
Erline Larsson, the MSF vaccination focal point in Juba says they are working hard to treat and provide the necessary medicines to communities in need, but large amounts of money are being spent on bringing vaccines into the country. 
He was speaking on Radio Miraya this morning. 
Clip……………….Larsson 6
“I think it is important to realize that vaccine here in South Sudan is imported by the UNICEF on behalf of the government. Of course vaccine prices have a lot, because the more we pay for vaccines while else we will have for operational cost. And in this Country we need to strengthen the health systems, we need to improve the health facilities, we need to improve the transport capacity and if the cost of vaccines will be very high, it will be less than for operation cost,whileas less services in the community where it is mostly needed”.    

A group of women have come together to provide assistance to people displaced by inter-communal clashes in Kworijik village in Northern Bari Payam.  
The ladies from St. Teresa Church in Kator and female staff of Kapuki Primary school handed over 50 sacks of flour and 10 jerrycans of cooking oil all worth 8,000 pounds to communities seeking safety at Juba One School. 
They also handed over 1,000 pounds cash to go towards the purchase of clean drinking water. 
Mirella Augustino Modi led the delegation and spoke to Radio Miraya. 

Clip………………………………………Mirella Augustino 7
“We came to visit our sisters today so that we can comfort them and give them little assistance. I brought 50 bags of flour, 10 jerry cans of cooking oil, and five bags of beans and three boxes of soap and one thousand pounds for water.  I collected this money from my office. From my school known as Kafuki, I brought five thousand pounds to help the children here.”    

More than four hundred people were displaced by inter-communal clashes in Kowrijik village three weeks ago, and remain camped at Juba One Primary School. 

The Union of Journalists for South Sudan is conducting a three day workshop in Wau on freedom of expression and the establishment of media observatory committees in the state. 
The workshop brought together twenty Journalists from Warrap, Northern and Western Bahr Elghazal states.  

Mary Carolin, Minister of Information for WBGS explains the importance of the training. 

Clip……………………Carolin workshop 8
“If there is no qualified journalist, the government will not work effectively, because through information government messages will be well known to the whole community. So this is what we are looking for as the government. Please pay attention to what your facilitators are going to give you, be open to receive this message as media messengers. I am sure that this training you are going to receive for three days will enable you to carry out your duties smoothly”.

Oliver Modi, Chairperson of the Union of Journalists of South Sudan says the training will be conducted in all the ten states.  
He says the union will also establish media observatory committees that will work together with the state executive offices.  

And in foreign news, The UN's refugee agency says more than 200 migrants are dead after the motorboats they were travelling in sank in the Mediterranean Sea.

UNHCR's spokeswoman in Italy, Carlotta Sami, posted on her Twitter handle that nine were saved after four days at sea and the other 203 were swallowed by the waves.

On Monday, at least 29 migrants died after the inflatable boat carrying them overturned in high seas.

The International Organization for Migration says the two boats involved in the latest tragedy had departed from the Libyan coast on Saturday.

The IOM says that each boat was carrying more than 100 people when they capsized, probably on Monday.

The nine survivors all speak French, and are believed to be from West Africa

And onto sport here is Samuel Pawon
Clip…………………..9
“In the ongoing division one football tournament in Abuei Area, Merikh and Ngok FC ended their match in a goalless draw last evening at Agok playground while Salam FC secured the match point after beating Good life team 1 nil. On to the qualifiers tournament in Yambio, Tahrir FC beat Bilfam 3 nil while in the semifinal of Western Equatorial youth championship St. Merry won its match against Wahda 2-1. In today’s matches Nile city faces the Cobra in the semifinals of the youth tournament and in the division one tournament in Abyei  Shween Ayak FC takes Olympic at Agok playground”.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· Supreme Court admits political parties’ law suit challenging June elections. 
· Fresh fighting reported in Upper Nile. 

AND

· Women donate items to Kworijik displaced communities.  

That’s Radio Miraya news, I am David Lukan 
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