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Good afternoon, its 1 o’clock . I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines

· Governors in Kenya for consultations with President Kenyatta over crisis
· Supreme Court to hear petition challenging conduct of June elections
· Upper Nile State government orders immediate closure of illegal check points

Governors of six states have met with Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta in Nairobi.

The governor’s delegation is chaired by Central Equatoria State Governor Clement Wani Konga and includes the governors of Eastern and Western Equatoria, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Upper Nile states.  

The governors told President Kenyatta that Kenya is best placed to engage the warring factions considering its historical interaction with the country and its neutrality in the affairs of the nation. 

The Kenyan President cautioned the governors that failure in the implementation of the peace process is not an option. 

President Kenyatta, who is also the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) rapporteur of the South Sudan peace process, lamented that it was unfortunate that leaders have not honoured and fully embraced the agreements they have signed. 

The Supreme Court has admitted a petition filed by political parties, challenging the holding of national elections.  

The petition was filed by the SPLM-DC party and nine other political parties, seeking court to block the National Electoral Commission from conducting the vote on the scheduled date of June 30th. 

Court has given the Electoral commission till the 3rd of March to file its defence.  

Agok Makur, an advocate representing the ten political parties, says the admission of the petition is a milestone. 

Makur: “This today, it marks a great advancement and achievement attributed to the Supreme Court that the Supreme Court has abided by its ethics and it was able to admit and accept to look into the issue in question or suit from the SPLM DC and others. Today, they have accepted the suit and the date has been fixed for the next sittings in this court of courts.”
The political parties filed the suit last month on grounds that the current political situation would not allow for a credible vote.  

They also say the elections cannot be held without conducting a population census.  
Police have disassociated themselves from public harassment of women on account of their dressing. 

Radio Miraya has received reports from sections of the public that police officers in Gudele and the Customs areas of Juba cut women’s clothes, accusing them of dressing indecently.  

Central Equatoria State Deputy Police Chief Ower Natal says there has been no such directive.
Mary Agoul, a member of the South Sudan constitutional review commission, says there is no law on dressing.  
Agoul says the responsibility to ensure young girls dress decently falls on the girl’s family.  

A group of women have come together to provide assistance to people displaced by inter-communal clashes in Kworijik village in Northern Bari Payam.  

The ladies from St. Teresa Church in Kator and female staff of Kapuki Primary school handed over 50 sacks of flour and 10 jerry cans of cooking oil, all worth 8,000 pounds, to communities seeking safety at Juba One School. 

They also handed over 1,000 pounds cash to go towards the purchase of clean drinking water. 

Mirella Augustino Modi led the delegation and spoke to Radio Miraya. 
Augustino: “We came to visit our sisters today so that we can comfort them and give them a little assistance. I brought 50 bags of flour, 10 jerry cans of cooking oil, and five bags of beans and three boxes of soap and one thousand pounds for water.  I collected this money from my office. From my school known as Kafuki, I brought 5,000 pounds to help the children here.”    

More than 400 people were displaced by inter-communal clashes in Kowrijik village three weeks ago, and remain camped at Juba One Primary School. 
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The medical charity group, MSF, says the cost of importing vaccines into the country is impacting on the provision of health services.  

Erline Larsson, the MSF vaccination focal point in Juba, says they are working hard to treat and provide the necessary medicines to communities in need, but large amounts of money are being spent on bringing vaccines into the country. 

He was speaking on Radio Miraya this morning. 

Larsson: “I think it is important to realize that vaccines here in South Sudan are imported by UNICEF on behalf of the government. Of course, vaccine prices have … a lot, because the more we pay for vaccines … we will have for operational costs. And in this country we need to strengthen the health system. We need to improve the health facilities. We need to improve the transport capacity and if the cost of vaccines will be very high, it will be less than for operation costs, while as less services in the community where it is mostly needed.”
The Upper Nile State government has ordered for the immediate closure of all illegal checkpoints between Malakal and Renk.  

This comes after complaints that the checkpoints were hindering the delivery of much needed assistance to communities affected by the conflict in Malakal.  

Deputy Governor, Auer Daw akang says a committee has been set up to close down the checkpoints and stop the collection of illegal taxes.
Disputes between pastoralists and farmers is one of the major concerns of communities in Tore payam of Yei County in Central Equatopria State.  
Members of Parliament from the State Assembly embarked on a seven-day tour of payams to establish the challenges facing the communities.  
During the tour, the herders agreed to keep their animals away from farms. Bidali Comas, the Commissioner of Yei County, led the team on the assessment mission. 

Comas: “In Yei River County, predominantly the natives are farmers. Then the two communities … they cannot stay together peacefully, so we also asked our people to let them the way to get back to their places, as they have also agreed with us in a peaceful way without any friction and it is working.  A number of crowds have already left. We also asked those whose cattle caused destruction to compensate the owners who have lost farm items.”
Commissioner Bidali Cosmas says state authorities will work on widening its revenue base to be able to provide the required services to the people. 
Cosmas: “One, we are putting in place measures in which we want to minimize tax evasion by some individuals, business entities, so that we are not robbed of our revenue. Then secondly, we are trying to emphasize an increase in agricultural production so that we empower the citizens in terms of adequate income. Thirdly, we are also trying to organize land as their resource. They add value to it that can be able to help them attract investors into the area, which we believe the resultant effect  in the end is money or revenue coming into the county.”
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more.
Pawon:
Nile City FC has qualified for the finals of the ongoing Western Equatoria youth football tournament after a 4-2 win over Cobra FC. Nile next meets St Mary in the finals of the match on Sunday. Cobra will play Wahda in a losers match tomorrow , Friday. In today’s matches, table leaders Agrab FC face Tahrir FC in a Division One tournament in Abyei, while in Yambio Salam FC takes on Freedom Boys in a qualifiers tournament at Budwaye stadium.
I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Governors in Kenya for consultations with President Kenyatta over crisis
· Supreme Court to hear petition challenging conduct of June elections
· Upper Nile State government orders immediate closure of illegal check points 

Thanks for your company. I am Agole Alex 
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