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Good evening. It’s five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Ten people killed in a cattle raid in Lakes state
· Two MPs detained for nearly four months in Lakes state to be released 
· Children encouraged to return to school around the country

Ten people have been killed and more than 200 cattle stolen in a raid on Cit-Chok Payam of Cueibet County, Lakes State on Tuesday.

The Commissioner of Tonj East County, Madhol Chol Thuc, says the incident is in retaliation to a series of cattle thefts in January.

The commissioner says the area is swampy and difficult to access, however organized forces have been deployed to secure the region.

A British national working for an international non-government organization was shot and killed in Juba town last night. 

An unknown gunman followed the expatriate’s car into his compound at around 8.30pm last night and shot him, before driving away
Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. Gen. Henry Danima says the incident appears to be a pre-mediated killing and police are questioning the compound security guards about the incident.

Henry Danima: “So how it happened that the security guard could not raise alarm even they did not call us… The details will be clear to us when we get into the depth of the investigation. We have detained the security guards who are employed to keep the gate. He drove in and parked his car. We are told by the security guard that a car also drove after him inside the compound (and) as he got out of his car, he was shot dead into the compound. We are still investigating the circumstance and questioning the security guards.”

In another incident, police are holding two men for a robbery in Kator residential area. 

The thieves looted valuables, and stabbed a resident of the house.  

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Henry Danima, says the victim is receiving treatment in Juba Teaching Hospital.

Meanwhile an eyewitness of the robbery told Radio Miraya what she saw.
Eyewitness: “Four people entered inside the house, the others stood outside flashing people with torches. We don’t know how many they were. They broke the door started beating people and demanded for money. They beat even small children and asked for money until a woman in the house removed 1,450 pounds and gave them. Another child also gave them 10 pounds. They also asked the other girl to give money, she said she is a student and has no money then they stabbed her in the stomach.”
Politicians attending a peace conference in Lakes state have resolved to release two MPs detained last October. 

The two MPs Marik Nanga and Isaac Makur will be released in an effort to bring stability to the state.

The peace conference was convened to identify the root causes of the insecurity, promote peaceful co-existence among the state's politicians, encourage dialogue and foster smooth communication between the State government and traditional authorities, to end crisis in the state.

The national Minister of Justice, Paulino Wanawilla, says the two MPs should be released immediately to pave way for the re-opening of the state legislative assembly.

Authorities in Renk country, Upper Nile State have asked the United Nations to assist with the removal of unexploded shells which landed in the town in an attack by opposition forces on Monday.
The shelling of the town from the western bank of the river in Manyo County wounded eight civilians who have been flown to Khartoum for treatment.

The commissioner of Renk County, Lual Deng Choul, says the shelling damaged some government buildings, destroyed more than 40 houses and caused major damage to the surgery facilities in the Renk military hospital.
Lual Deng Chol: “The damage was massive. We visited some parts of the town this morning and we found more than 40 houses burned. We also found two unexploded shells one inside the prison’s compound and the other in a residential area. We discovered that the operation room in the military hospital was also damaged and three of the wounded civilians are taken to Khartoum for further treatment.” 

Lecturers at the University of Juba have continued to strike for a second day.

In a strike that began yesterday, the lecturers are demanding a return of the payment of arears, housing and specialized allowances withdrawn during austerity measures in 2012.

The chairperson of the education committee in the National Legislative Assembly, Majur Babur, says the strikers’ claims are being considered. 

Majur Babur: “The most important thing is that they should see us really doing something (for) them. It should not only be the question of arrears – we are trying even with Ministry of Education so that their salaries should be restructured because their salaries are very weak. I quite agree their situation is not helping them to carry out their duties so we are here to see into it that at least a solution in a way or another must be found for them to continue doing their normal work across the country.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A community leader in Gurei West- Juba is urging the state government to help the community to open roads to ease delivery of services to the area.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Bashir Thomas Loro says movement in the area is difficult especially during the rainy season.

Loro explains that the area was demarcated in 2011 but up to now the roads have not been opened.

Bashir Thomas Loro: “I would send my message to the state government; let it try to see the situation of the poor staying in Gurei. Let them help us in opening of the roads so that those who have not gotten their rights, the committee will be able to give them their rights through the housing process. This is to all our state government. I would give my message to the youth from all the ten states staying in Central Equatoria state let no one buy plots in Gurei because even my papers which were filed sometime back has been forged by other people and is being used to sell out other people’s plot.”
A campaign to send hundreds of thousands of South Sudanese children to school will be launched tomorrow.

The Back to Learning Campaign, a joint initiative between development partners and the Ministry of Education aims to encourage more than 400,000 children to return to school after their education was interrupted by the conflict.


George Ali, Director for Development Partners at the Ministry of Education, says the campaign will also be launched in conflict affected areas.

George Ali: “We are partners. We said we will do the campaign and target these children so that we will be allowing them to go to school. The president will be giving the message very clearly tomorrow. Leadership is for these children who are going to be our leaders tomorrow and we are concerned that everybody whether in areas where there is crisis in Greater Upper Nile or in the areas where there is an influx of children they need to be in school.”
The World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed a contribution of more than 160 million dollars’ worth of food assistance from the United States Agency for International Development (US AID). 

The contribution includes yellow split peas, vegetable oil, sorghum and ready-to-eat nutritional supplements to treat malnourished children.

Meanwhile WFP says the organization still needs more than 370 million dollars to fund its food assistance operations in the country for the next six months to preposition food ahead of the rainy season.

In foreign news, the Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, has called for a United Nations resolution allowing international forces to intervene in Libya. 

He told French Radio, there was no other choice, and that Egypt will not allow ISIs to cut off the heads of its people.

Egyptian jets bombed ISIS targets on Monday in response to a militant video of the apparent beheadings of 21 Egyptian Christians.

The country has two rival governments - one based in Tripoli, the other in Tobruk.

Mr. Sisi called for weapons to be made available to Libya's internationally recognized government, which fled to Tobruk after rival militias seized power in the capital.

And onto sports, the State Minister of Youth and Sports, Western Bahr El Ghazal State, Rodalf Andrea, has urged team members of Gazala FC, to maintain the training spirit in order to correct any mistakes ahead of the team’s match against Petro Jet of Cairo in the African Confederation Cup.

The minister gave this advice while visiting the team on Tuesday. 

Rodalf Andrea: “As the Minister of Youth and Sports in the state, I am very happy with the performance I have seen. That was what I told you last time at Wau stadium when I told you, I am afraid of the team’s standard, but in the last training season I told you that the standard and team performance has changed.  I am very confident of this team in front of me. This is what I told you at Wau stadium. Honestly, we are very happy for the standard of the team and we think this is a good and strong start. I will not say much but I will talk to you in other moments. Once again I am very confident of this team in front of me.”

Gazala FC of Wau will travel next week to Cairo for the second league match against Petro Jet FC in the African confederation Cup.
And in local tournaments, Villa United FC qualified to the final match of George Costa tournament after beating Yambio Stars 2-1 last evening at the Budwaye Stadium.
In the ongoing division one football tournament in Abyei, Tahrir and Shuwan Ayak ended their match in a two- all draw at Agok playground and in division one tournament in Bentiu Unity State; Black stars topped the league with 17 points after a five-one victory over Kir thon, While Fangok and Wangok ended their match in a two-all draw.
In division two competitions Nile City FC defeats Nujum Catholic one-nil last evening. 
In today’s matches, Makongo FC faces Super Stars in the qualifiers tournament in Yambio, while in Abyei, the leading Agrab FC takes on Mustagbal at Agok playground and in division one tournament in Bantew, Fankuel is playing against Afongbeak.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Ten people killed in a cattle raid in Lakes state

· Two MPs detained for nearly four months in Lakes state to be released 

· Children encouraged to return to school around the country

And that’s Radio Miraya news!
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