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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Defense minister reports fresh shelling  by opposition forces
· Warrap State introduces cash incentives keep girls in school
· Teachers from four public universities join one-month strike

Minister of Defense Kuol Manyang Juuk has said opposition forces have shelled Nasir with heavy artillery this morning. 

He told Radio Miraya one soldier was wounded. 

Kuol Manyang said Waddakona of Upper Nile is calm at the moment  

Juuk:  “This morning, there was a shelling by mortars on Nasir by the rebel forces, but they have stopped. Yesterday, there was a similar shelling that wounded one soldier but there are no details of today’s shelling. As for the rebel forces who entered Halluob on the 16th of this month, they have returned to Waddankona. The situation is calm all over the country, apart from the shelling on Nasir yesterday and today.”
The Warrap State Governor has launched a “Girl-Child” education incentive that will pay young girls to stay in school.

The campaign, aimed at supporting girls to finish their education, will include a monthly stipend of 125 SSP for each girl in primary seven and eight as well as adolescents. 

Around 200 girls in Tonj South are expected to be among the first recipients.

The minister, Nyandeng Malek Deilic, urged parents not take the stipend from their daughters.

Malek: “I selected to provide what they called girls’ incentive, so I am telling the mothers when your daughters come home with this little money please don’t use it for other things in your house, like buying things for the house or food. No, this thing is just for that girl until it is finished. This money is targeting those girls so that they don’t stop going to school. So it is very, very important that the message to come from me is to reinforce what already the teachers are told and the mothers.” 

In other news, residents in Tonj South County say the county is facing severe food shortages. 

Residents warned of starvation if assistance is not urgently delivered. 

In response, Governor Nyandeng says food from the government’s Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs is on the way to Greater Tonj and Greater Gogrial counties. 
Academic staff in four public universities have staged a joint strike in protest against delayed salaries.

Staff from Upper Nile University, Dr. John Garang University, and Bahr el Ghazal University have joined the University of Juba to demand for payment of their outstanding salary arrears.

The acting president of the academic staff at the University of Juba, Philip Apollo, says the strike will be on and off until their demands are met. 

Philip Apollo: “We sat yesterday with the other colleagues of the universities and the outcome of the meeting was that as from now 20 February to 20 March, we are going to be on strike then after that one it can be lifted for another one month. We can work for another one month if there is a positive response from the government concerning our specific allowances and then work can continue normally but if nothing comes out positive definitely after one month lapse again the strike will resume this is the meaning of on and off.”

The President has flown to Nairobi to observe discussions at the 16th East African Summit. 

The Summit brings together delegations from Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda. 

One of the key issues to be discussed in the one-day forum is security in the region. 

The President is expected to hold a sideline meeting with the President of Uganda before returning to the country tomorrow.
UNMISS Civil Affairs section has concluded a three-day conference on peace management and the UN mission mandate in Bor town of Jonglei State. 

The training is designed to promote peace amongst the returning population in Jonglei State. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news
The national Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports has distributed more than 70 cartons of powdered milk to the children at the Juba Orphanage.

The South Korean Sports Mission to South Sudan recently donated 1,200 cartons to the ministry of sports to distribute throughout the country.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, the undersecretary in the ministry, Peter Baptist Abakar, says the distribution is targeting government-run orphanages.

Abakar: “We actually received a donation from the South Korean Sports Mission in South Sudan and today we decided to launch the distribution by starting with the government-run orphanages in Central Equatoria State and Juba Orphanage home .The occasion was graced by honourable national minister Dr. Nadia Arop Dudi, the Deputy Minister of Culture ,Youth and Sports at the national level, Josephine Napwon Cosmus, and the state Minister of Gender and Social Welfare, Mary Apai, for Central Equatoria State.”
The national Ministry of Health says 38 patients have been successfully treated for acute watery diarrhea and discharged in Ikotos County, Eastern Equatoria state.

The Ministry says a total of 43 cases have been reported to the Cholera Treatment Center.

A rapid response team has increased surveillance. Hygiene promoters have also been trained and equipped with health education messages.

The Director General for preventive health services, Dr. John Rumunu, says that the main challenges faced by the team include access to affected areas, poor communication networks and weak health infrastructure. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, has pledged to support the development of a national policy on mother tongue in South Sudan.

Today is international mother language day, a day created in 1952 to commemorate the death of students who were shot in Pakistan while demonstrating support for their mother language.  

UNESCO’S education project manager Rena Deitz, says local languages help students to improve their literacy and celebrate their personal identity.

Deitz: “I think it is just important to remember that by promoting education through mother tongue we are increasing the access to education for those who may not be able to access education if it is only conducted in English or Arabic. So as UNESCO we strongly support the use of mother tongue both in school as well as outside of school.”
In foreign news

At least 10 people have been killed and several MPs injured in an attack on a hotel in the centre of the Somali capital Mogadishu, a witness told BBC.

Two huge explosions followed by gunfire were heard at the Central Hotel, often frequented by politicians.

Al-Shabab Islamist militants have said they were behind the attack. They are battling the UN-backed government for control of Somalia.
In sports 

The basketball competitions play-off stages a kick-off today at Nimra Talata stadium, with a full slate of eight teams from the Division One taking part in the competition for the first time.

The Chairperson of Juba Basketball Association, Nicola Makwach, explains.

Makwach: “The play-off is a competition, you know, you first do a tournament. In that tournament the ten teams play home and away and we put the last ten teams that reach what we call  golden quarter finals and those teams have to play play-off to determine who is the champion in a true championship and the play-off has been played by the best of three. In the other countries like in the US it’s out of best of five. And then finally it is best of seven. But here because of time and because of our limited resources we have put it to be play-off best of three. If you we win two out of three you go ahead and the other team is knocked out.“
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Defense minister reports fresh shelling  by opposition forces 
· Warrap State introduces cash incentives keep girls in school  
· Teachers from four public universities join one-month strike

And that’s Radio Miraya news!
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