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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Phase three of the final session of peace process opens in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 

· UNICEF concerned about safety of 89 children abducted from Malakal

· New political party formed in Juba to promote transparent liberal societies

Phase three of the final session of the IGAD-led South Sudan peace process opens in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa this morning.

Latest reports from Addis Ababa show that both the government and the SPLM-In-Opposition delegations have arrived in Addis Ababa for the talks.

Top on the agenda of this round of talks is power-sharing arrangements between the government and SPLM –in-opposition in the transitional government of national unity.

Haile Michael Gebreselassie, IGAD communications officer, explains what is going on at the venue of the talks in Addis Ababa.

Haile Michael Gebreselassie: “So far, the chairperson of the IGAD Special Envoy for South Sudan Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin has delivered his opening remarks whereby he urged all parties, especially the warring parties to compromise for the sake of peace and stability in South Sudan. In addition to that different partners like the UN, Troika, EU, and the people’s Republic of China are also delivering speeches.”
The two parties have been given a 5 March deadline to reach a final peace deal and IGAD has given both sides until 9 July to form a transitional government.

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is concerned about the whereabouts of 89 boys and six teachers who were abducted from Malakal in Upper Nile state.

The incident occurred last week, in the community of Wau Shilluk in Upper Nile State, where thousands of people have been internally displaced by the ongoing conflict.

UNICEF quotes witnesses saying armed soldiers surrounded the community and searched house by house and took away boys older than 12 years of age by force.

UNICEF Communications Officer John Budd says the children must be returned immediately so they can return to school and complete their exams. 

John Budd: “We are very concerned about the safety of the 89 children who were taken. We are very concerned about it and we are asking that they be returned. It is a breach of international law and humanitarian law and also human rights abuse and we believe these children should be returned. UNICEF knows that there are more than 12,000 child soldiers currently in South Sudan and we have asked all the factions, all the people involved that all these children are returned to normal life.”

UNICEF reminds all parties involved in the conflict that the recruitment and use of children in armed forces and groups is a grave violation of international law.

Meanwhile Norway has added its voice to the calls for the release of at least 89 young school children who were abducted last week from Malakal.

Norway’s Foreign Affairs Minister Børge Brende, described the abduction as a shock and said those behind this must be held responsible.

Brende says children should be safe when they go to school and use of child soldiers is a violation of international law. 

Nearly two million South Sudanese, including 750 000 children, have been displaced because of armed conflict that broke out in December 2013. 

According to UNICEF, 400,000 children have lost the opportunity to go to school and 12,000 children are used as child soldiers.

One person has died and more than 20 others have been injured in a traffic accident along the Juba- Nimule road.
Radio Miraya understands that the accident on Sunday occurred at Nesitu area in Juba after a bus collided with a passenger taxi.

Some of the injured persons were rushed to Juba Teaching Hospital.

A new political party has been formed in Juba, to create a liberal political transparent society for future generations.

Notwithstanding the low turn up, the Peoples Liberal Party (PLP) was launched on Saturday at Nyakuron Culture Centre in Juba. 

The interim president of the party, Peter Mayen Majongdit, explains why this party has been formed.

Peter Mayen Majongdit: “It intends to initiate a system that will allow our people to have stable security and it intends to initiate a system where we will have economic prosperity in the country. PLP is not intending to be part of the government. PLP intends to create a liberal society and to change people from the general attitudes of viewing leaders as messiah to an attitude of creating policies and initiating policies.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Chairperson of Central Equatoria State Anti-Corruption Commission Emmanuel Khamis is seeking concurrent amendments of the Transitional Constitution at all levels of governments

He says the constitutional amendments should involve consultations with the electorates as some Members of Parliament are being accused of underperformance in their constituents.

Khamis says that amending the state constitutions will also legitimize the State Governors and Members of Parliament at the state level.

Emmanuel Khamis: “It is also important that state transitional constitutions are amended in order to be in conformity with the amended transitional constitution so that the tenure of office of the elected members of Parliament in the state is also legitimized and also the governors had been elected in the last elections. It is also important that the state constitutions are also amended to extend the term of office of the elected governors who have not been affected since they came to office. So it is important that also their term of office is also extended so that by the 9 July the office of the state governors and that state legislative assemblies is not being illegal by law.”
Temporary expansion of the Protection of Civilian site (PoC) in Bentiu has started to improve the standards of living in the camp. 

UNMISS Unity State Officer in- Charge of Relief, Reintegration and Protection Marco Tesser,  says the expansion of the  Protection of Civilian Site,  will help improve the drainage systems and control flooding in the camp.

Marco Tesser: “The main reason for the expansion of PoC site in Bentiu is the flooding that affected the current camp last year and expected to affect the camp in the coming rain season in few months. So for this reason, it is not possible to work and raise the ground of the current PoC because people are living in it. It will be like a polder with a system of drainage and pumps that will avoid the flooding.”

Marco says the expansion of the POC site in Bentiu is being implemented by the International Organization for Migration – IOM and will be completed before the rainy season sets in. 

Marco Tesser: “The time frame for current project implementation is expected to be until mid- June although this may depend on many factors and variables that may be beyond the capacity in terms of logistics and weather. But in any case it should be at mid-June- at the beginning of the rain season. The humanitarian agencies will be responsible for the provision of the services as they are actually doing now, while UNMISS will continue to provide security to the camp.”
And in regional news, an Egyptian court has jailed blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah, who played a key role during the 2011 uprising, for five years for breaking protest laws.

Abdel Fattah was previously given a 15-year jail term, but was freed on bail last year. He gained fame as a blogger and pro-democracy campaigner against former President Hosni Mubarak.

In another development, Al-Jazeera journalists Mohamed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed have appeared in an Egyptian court for a brief hearing before their retrial.

The men were freed on bail earlier this month and their retrial was due to have started today. According to the Associated Press news agency, the trial has now been postponed to 8 March.
Our reporter Samuel Pawon has the latest sports updates.
Samuel Pawon: “Several basketball games were played over the weekend in the division one play off stage in Juba.

The national engineers club secured the match points, after a 79-69 win over Hilal team and the Black stars beat Citizens by 56-53 points. Malakeia defeated Munuki by 85-65 points at the Juba basketball stadium. On to football, in the ongoing division one championship in Abyei, Nile Abtok FC beat Good Stars two-one and Salam secured the match points after a two-nil win over Olympic FC, while Merikh managed a two-one victory over Tahrir team. In Yambio, Salam FC beat Bilfam by five to nil, while Tahrir beat Ekwa FC four-one at Budway Stadium in the qualifiers tournament.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Phase three of the final session of peace process opens in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 

· UNICEF concerned about safety of 89 children abducted from Malakal

· New political party formed in Juba to promote transparent liberal societies

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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