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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo

The Headlines:
· The next phase of peace talks open in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 

· One person killed and more than twenty injured in a bus crash
· Police call for the ratification of the Arms and Ammunition Act
The latest round of IGAD-led South Sudan peace talks have opened in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa.

Latest reports from Addis Ababa show both the government and SPLM-In-Opposition delegations have arrived for the talks, however the President, Salva Kiir will not be attending. 
Topping the agenda is negotiating power-sharing arrangements between the government and SPLM –in-opposition as well as transitional security arrangements.
IGAD Communications Officer Haile Michael Gebreselassie says the talks opened this morning.

The two parties have been given a 5 March deadline to reach a final peace deal. And IGAD has given both sides until 9 July to form a transitional government.

Norway has added its voice to the call for the release of 89 school children abducted near Malakal last week.
Norway’s Foreign Affairs Minister Børge Brende, described the incident as a shock and said those behind this must be held responsible.

Brende says Children should be safe when they go to school and Use of child soldiers is a violation of international law. 

Nearly two million southern Sudanese, 750 000 children, have been displaced because of armed conflict that broke out in December 2013. 

According to UNICEF 400,000 children have lost the opportunity to go to school and 12,000 children are used as child soldiers.

One person was killed and more than twenty injured in a traffic accident on Sunday.

Police say the incident occurred at the Nesitu area along Juba- Nimule road after a bus owned by the Bakulu Company collided with a passenger taxi.

The Director of the South Sudan Traffic Police, General James Biel, says some of the injured are receiving treatment at Juba teaching hospital.

James Biel: “The reason is the missed use of engine. Of course the bus has a big engine. We can say these buses are old. If we did not stop Bakulu Company or do high tech general inspection the lives of our people will continue to die. We have taken a decision to carry out speed gun test, we have the technology and we will implement all these next Friday.”

The South Sudan Police force is calling for the ratification of the Arms and Ammunition Act.
Once passed into law, the act will regulate the ownership and use of firearms in the country. 

A draft of the proposed regulations were presented to the Justice Ministry last year and now await transfer to the National legislature for scrutiny and to be signed into law

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says the absence of the law is a major cause of insecurity 

Monday Enoka: “We feel that the passing of the Arms and Ammunition Act should be expedited by the relevant authority because in the past when there was this law anybody you don’t want to be seen with a gun because your neighbor can even accuse you your wife can even accuse you that you have illegal gun. So it’s a matter of law. But because this law is absent definitely the possession of guns you can see anybody going in the street carrying gun he is not afraid. If this law is in place all over South Sudan wherever it is there will be no gun if there is any gun at all it must be the gun allowed to be purchased by whoever qualifies to have a gun. To have this law in place will actually make the police work effective as far as control of guns is concerned.”

In related development, the organized forces have agreed to establish joint detention centers for uniformed officers who commit crimes 

The decision was reached in a recent security meeting held between the police, Army and other organized forces 

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says the move is to address isolated cases of misbehavior 

Monday Enoka: “When people in uniform commit crimes, they must all be detained. A joint court has already been agreed on by all the organized forces but we cannot tell where it is going to be. We believe that is one of the ways which will actually address the question of people in uniform committing crimes. When it is people in uniform it is delicate, and therefore the authorities of all the organs have agreed to take up these measures. All of them are very determined and committed to the resolutions.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Primary School leaving certificates have been released in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state. 

The Director General in the State Ministry of Education, Science and technology, Jok Aleu Jok says 4000 certificates are ready for distribution to students who passed the 2014-2015 exams. 

Jok urged all students who passed the exams to come to the ministry to collect their certificates. 

Jok Aleu Jok: “The minster came this morning with 4,000 primary leaving certificates. They are very good certificates, they were designed in Kenya and they were brought. So I am begging for the parents and for the students to come and collect their certificates. Each certificate is 40 South Sudanese pounds.”

He says committees will be formed to take certificates to remote counties and distribute them to students who cannot afford travel to Aweil.
And in regional news, an Egyptian court has jailed blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah, who played a key role during the 2011 uprising, for five years for breaking protest laws.

Abdel Fattah was previously given a 15-year jail term, but was freed on bail last year. He gained fame as a blogger and pro-democracy campaigner against former President Hosni Mubarak.

In another development, Al-Jazeera journalists Mohamed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed have appeared in an Egyptian court for a brief hearing before their retrial.

The men were freed on bail earlier this month and their retrial was due to have started today.

According to the Associated Press news agency, the trial has now been postponed to 8 March. 
Our reporter Samuel Pawon has the latest sports updates.

Samuel Pawon: “Several basketball games were played over the weekend in the division one play off stage in Juba.

The national engineers club secured the match points, after a 79-69 win over Hilal team and the Black stars beat Citizens by 56-53 points. Malakeia defeated Munuki by 85-65 points at the Juba basketball stadium. On to football, in the ongoing division one championship in Abyei, Nile Abtok FC beat Good Stars two-one and Salam secured the match points after a two-nil win over Olympic FC, while Merikh managed a two-one victory over Tahrir team. In Yambio, Salam FC beat Bilfam by five to nil, while Tahrir beat Ekwa FC four-one at Budway Stadium in the qualifiers tournament.”

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· The next phase of peace talks open in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 

· One person killed and more than twenty injured in a bus crash

· Police call for the ratification of the Arms and Ammunition Act

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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