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Good evening. It’s 5 o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Three committees established to tackle sticking points at Addis peace talks
· Relative calm returns to Jonglei state, two weeks after deadly attacks on villages
· Ministry of health launches national polio vaccination campaign
Three committees have been established to tackle the sticky issues at the ongoing IGAD-mediated talks in Addis Ababa.

Hailemicheal Gebreselassie, IGAD Communications Officer, says the committees will deal with the sticking issues related to leadership and governance, transitional security sector reforms and economic, justice and humanitarian affairs.

Hailemicheal Gebreselassie: “Basically since this morning, these committees are now in a closed door meeting. They are discussing among themselves without any involvement from the IGAD party because it is their issue. As I told you yesterday; this process is owned by the South Sudanese themselves. IGAD is only facilitating them to come and sit and to see how best they can solve their problems.”

The committees will report back to the plenary on Friday.

The UN Security Council will today discuss the humanitarian crisis in South Sudan and protection of civilians.

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s reporter Agole Alex.

Agole Alex: “The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) will report to the Security Council on its efforts to ensure the safety of civilians staying at their bases. More than 100,000 internally displaced persons are being hosted by the Mission around the country. According to the UN humanitarian agency OCHA, Bentiu in Unity State is the latest town to experience a new influx of people since January this year. UNOCHA says some 525 individuals are arriving every day at the UN protection of civilian site in the area. South Sudan has been faced by instability since last December following an internal power struggle that has escalated into a civil war. More than two million people remain displaced by the conflict in South Sudan, while more than 2.5 million people face crisis and emergency levels of food security.”

Relative calm has returned to Jonglei state, two weeks after deadly attacks on villages sent a wave of panic in Twic and Bor counties.

Chaplain Nemaya has this report.

Chaplain Nemaya: “ Commissioners of the two counties of Bor and Twic East have reported that the security situation in their areas is relatively stable and calm. After the latest killings of a policeman in armed attacks at Akwaidiing Boma and killing of two civilians at Makuack Payam in Bor County last week, Isaac Mamer Ruk, Bor County Commissioner says communities are now returning to their villages to prepare for the planting season. The commissioner says he has met with UNs’ World Food Program and discussed how food would be provided to the people in the five Payams of Bor County. “ 

Isaac Mamer Ruk: “People are now starting going back home, because villages were destroyed during the conflict. The other thing, we met with WFP to assist the people with food, the UN WFP is going to assist the people with food in the five payams.” 

Recently, Twic East Commissioner asked his community to be vigilant and now says this has paid off.

Adau: “The security situation since last week till now is stable and calm, before the two weeks the county was having incidents of the cattle riding and a lot of cattle was raided, but this week the situation is normal.”

Outro: “And as relative calm returns, the authorities are now concerned about the impending rainy season that could trigger floods in the state. No measures have been announced as yet to control the possible floods. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news.”
A 14-year- old boy has died after he shot himself using his fathers’ pistol. 

The son of a policeman reportedly took his father’s pistol, pulled the trigger and accidentally shot himself dead. 

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says the boy’s father has been arrested to help with the investigations.

James Monday Enoka: “An act which happens and leads to loss of life and property must be accounted for leaving a gun just recklessly in the room or wherever like that not in a safe place whereby any innocent person like that boy just picked it up and killed himself. It must be accounted for – the loss of the son is the loss of the whole nation and is not just the loss of his son. We needed this child – he is one of the leaders of tomorrow so he is no longer only an individual child of that policeman. He is the son of all the South Sudanese so he must be accounted for.” 

Meanwhile, police have recorded 14 criminal cases between January and mid-February.

Criminal cases registered In Juba alone, ranged from house break-in, to bank robberies.  

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka tells Radio Miraya that majority of the suspects are still at large. He explains what measures are being taken to avert crime.  

James Monday Enoka: “Bank robbery foreigners have been identified to be very active in this area and also the one picking bags from the women when they are moving on the street using motorcycles. The second category are of course people in uniform especially those who come from different places on holidays or wherever it is and whenever they are bankrupted they resort to commit crimes of robbery. The locals are also involved in crimes. We have these categories. The Ministry of Interior plus the Ministry of Defence and National Security have set strategies of how to deal with this and they want to enforce the joint operations forces to be strengthened. This must actually be reinforced as before.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Authorities in Magwi County are assessing damages after a fight between SPLA recruits and civilians in Owniny Kibul on Sunday.

The quarrel between a soldier recruit and a civilian in a bar escalated into a fight between the community and soldiers training in the nearby SPLA barracks. 

One person was reportedly shot, several people have been taken to juba for treatment and more than 140 houses were burnt in the incident. 
Magwi county commissioner, Kingston Oduk sent a team to the area to assess the damage.

The Ministry of Health in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State in collaboration with UNICEF and the World Health Organization has launched a four-day house to house polio vaccination campaign.
The campaign aims to vaccinate more than four hundred thousand children under the age of five across the state. 

The Acting Director General in the Ministry of Health, Albert Anei Mawien urges the public to support the process

Albert Anei Mawien: “The people whom I want to talk to very much are the vaccinators; vaccinators, women and chiefs. What we are talking about here, is advise ourselves so that the children are vaccinated. All of you, polio is not new to you; it has been shown to you and you can see the children who are paralyzed and other older people who are paralyzed are there. This disease is not good and if it is not good, and the medicine that treated it has been brought, my people let us strengthen our hearts so that our country becomes healthy and we do not hear about polio anymore.”
The second round of vaccinations will be conducted in March.  

Farmers in Kajo Keji are benefiting from a loan of more than two hundred thousand pounds from Norwegian People’s Aid designed to boost food production in the country. 

Farmers will receive 60% of the money at the beginning of the planting season and the final 40% in the middle of the year. 

NPA Project Officer for Small holder Production and Marketing Michael Wani Geriga says local organizations are also benefiting from the loan to multiply seeds for the farmers.

Michael Wani Geriga: “We have given a total of 207, 630 for Kajo-Keji County. This loan is broken into loan for eight farmers groups with total members of 158. The other money we are also supporting local organizations which are multiplying good quality seeds so that they are given out to the farmers in the community and we also support people we call stockiests – these are private sector dealers who deal with supply of agriculture inputs like seeds, tools instead of farmers going to look for these things in far areas.”

Wani says farmers groups in Terekeka, Yei and Morobo counties are also benefiting from similar loans from Norwegian People’s Aid every year in order to increase food production in Central Equatoria. 

In regional news, a suicide bomb attack has killed at least 13 people in Potiskum, north-eastern Nigeria.

An employee at Dan-Borno bus station told the BBC that the bomber waited until the 18-seat bus was full before getting on board. Another local resident said he had seen 13 bodies.

He said the bus was completely destroyed by fire and other vehicles nearby were affected.

Nigeria has faced a wave of attacks from the Islamist group Boko Haram.

And in sports Samuel Pawon is here an update on local football.

Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing division one football tournament in Bantew unity state, Catholic stars beat Rummathony FC 2-1 last evening at Freedom square,  while Pangook secure the match points after a 6-1 win over wurem FC. In Kuajok Warrap state, Santos FC beat Young city 5-4 on penalties after the official match time ended in a 1 all draw, while Majong amel FC defeats Junub united team 3-1. Kuajok city beat sifsenko 5-4, on to qualifiers championship in Yambio, Rhino FC beat freedom boys 4 nil. In today’s games,  Macongo faces green state FC on qualifiers tournament  in yambio, while Mayomdid  FC takes on Fox united on division three competitions in Warrap and in Bantew Black stars will play against Rummiyar team.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Three committees established to tackle sticking points at Addis peace talks

· Relative calm returns to Jonglei state, two weeks after deadly attacks on villages
· Ministry of health launches national polio vaccination campaign

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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