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Good morning, it’s 100 o’clock. I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines
· South Sudan joins the East African region “one network” telephone area
· Authorities in Rumbek town launch crackdown on suspected criminals

· Egyptian government pledges support to construct mini-multipurpose dam in Wau, Western Bahrl el Ghazal State
South Sudan has joined the “one network” telephone area.

The new network treats all calls between South Sudan, Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda as local. 

During the launch on Wednesday, the Minister of Telecommunications and Postal Services, Rebecca Joshua Okwacci, says the one network project will considerably reduce the cost of making telephone calls and encourage increase in trade and investment within the region.
Okwacci: “It is a big project which includes server security, broad band, e-services, sim card registrations and a lot. So there is a lot that is still to happen in our sector. Not only that but you might have heard of the standard gauge railway. It is part of that program of the Northern Corridor and water, electricity, energy, public service and all the issues of human resources.” 

She says the project is in conformity to the Northern Corridor’s heads of states Summit Directives.
Civil Society Activists in Juba plan to petition the IGAD, challenging the mixed messages emerging from the peace talks.

The planned petition stems from reports that there has been a disagreement among negotiating parties over the integration of the Arusha provisions in the ongoing round of talks. 

Edmund Yakani, Executive Director, Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, says the civil society is demanding for accurate information from the peace talks.

Yakani: “We need to get accurate information on the negotiation process because sometimes we are getting information that is coming to us that there is a disagreement among our negotiating parties and people start drawing conclusions that the Arusha agreement is already ruled out. And while in Juba we can see our president is pardoning the former detainees and implementing the Arusha provisions. So we are really concerned about accuracy and the agility of information that is to be delivered to the public.”

In another development, Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, has launched a campaign calling for the release of the 89 boys that were abducted last week from Malakal.

The campaign is encouraging both national and international intervention to secure the release of the abducted boys.

Yakani: “We will keep on backing the message. We are not keeping silent. We will keep knocking the doors and specifically those of institutions like IGAD, AU. We will amplify the work of UNICEF. So we will not keep quiet until all these children are out.” 

Last Saturday, UNICEF announced that an armed group had abducted at least 89 boys in a northern region of Upper Nile State. The whereabouts of these boys remains unclear.
At least 25 young men have been arrested in Rumbek town as part of the efforts to ensure safety on the roads in Lakes State.  

Lakes State Security Adviser Marial Amoum Malek says the arrested men are believed to be part of a racket of criminals that stage road ambushes in Rumbek East and Rumbek Central County.
Amoum says the crackdown on suspected criminals is continuing.

Malek: “These are armed civilians who were ambushing people on the road. These people were arrested, I saw eight AK47s which were removed from them. So this is one mission. The other mission, around eight criminals were also arrested, those who ambushed people between Rumbek and Wulu. Before the conference the two commissioners, the commissioner of Rumbek East and the commissioner of Rumbek Centre, arrested six criminals. So I am expecting more arrests to take place.”
Juba-Yei road has reopened, a day after 12 people were killed in clashes between cattle herders.

Security remains in place along the route as investigations into the incident continue.

Commissioner of Juba County Stephen Wani Michael says traffic flow along the road has resumed and the situation is slowly returning to normal.
An Egyptian delegation has delivered a feasibility report for the construction of a mini-multipurpose dam on Sue River in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.
The delegation was headed by Dr. Hossam Mughazi, the Egyptian Minister of Irrigation.

The National Minister of Dams, Electricity and Irrigation, Jemma Nunu Kumba, said, if constructed, the dam will be a vital source for both the water and electricity supplies to Wau town. 

The Egyptian Minister of Irrigation said his Government is ready to support the project.
In regional news
A Sierra Leonean who worked with children orphaned by Ebola has died of the disease himself. 

A BBC reporter in Sierra Leone says Augustine Baker had been admitted to an Ebola treatment center after becoming ill last week. 

He had worked for an orphanage run by a UK charity on the outskirts of Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown. 

Thirty-three children and seven staff at the St George Foundation orphanage have been in quarantine since Mr. Baker was diagnosed with the deadly virus. 

Ebola has killed more than 9,500 people in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.
And in sports 

The national handball team has started their close camp in preparation for preliminary matches ahead of the 2016 world handball tournament.

The tournament will be hosted by Egypt.

The national handball team coach, Gordon Martin, says the team has drawn participants from various parts of the country.

Martin: “This time the selection was done in a different way. It was according to the players' performance. We selected from Juba six players, from Wau five players, from Yambio three players, Lakes State two players, and from Warrap one player. We are expecting the five players from Wau, and later in the evening we will receive three players of Yambio and two coaches. The total number of the players is 19. This is the first selection. We will have a number of intensive trainings like the one we have this morning. Then after that we will make the final selection for fourteen players.”

The team captain, Could Anya, says the players are ready to undertake the task ahead of them.

Anya: “About the teams that we will face, no fears and worry for me. I had experience with that when I was playing for the Sudan national team. We know how Burundi used to play, and how Kenyans play. We also know how the Uganda team used to be. The same thing is with Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, so I think no fear at all. Our morale is very high and that morale helps the players to achieve the goal.” 

South Sudan will compete against teams from East Africa, from 8TH to 14th March 2015.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· South Sudan has joined the East African region “one network” telephone area 

· Authorities in Rumbek town Launch crackdown on suspected criminals
· Egyptian government pledge support to construct mini-multipurpose dam in Wau, Western Bahal el Ghazal State
Thanks for listening. I am Agole Alex.
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