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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Six Governors meet in Juba ahead of planned trip to Addis Ababa
· Calm returns to Magwi County following recent clashes between SPLA recruits
· Authorities in Rumbek town crackdown on suspected criminals

Governors from six states are expected to meet in Juba for a discussion before proceeding to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
The governors led by Central Equatoria Governor Clement Wani Konga recently toured Kenya and Uganda to discuss proposed power sharing arrangements.

Speaking to the press upon arrival at the Juba international airport, the governor of Upper Nile State, Simon Kun Pouch, says they will be traveling to Ethiopia and other countries in the coming days.

Simon Kun Pouch: “I am coming to Juba  - One reason is so that we have caucus as governors and we have been touring East African countries of IGAD but this time we will be going to Ethiopia and some other countries so I have been called by my colleague to come so that we can actually proceed and see what we can do in those countries.”

The governors of Western Bahr El Ghazal, Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Eastern Equatoria are also part of the delegation. 
Civil Society Activists in Juba plan to Petition IGAD challenging the mixed messages emerging from the peace talks.

The planned petition stems from reports there has been a disagreement among negotiating parties over the integration of the Arusha provisions in the ongoing round of talks. 

Edmund Yakani, Executive Director, of the Community Empowerment for progress organization (CEPO) says civil society is demanding for accurate information from the peace talks.

Edmond Yakani: “We need to get accurate information on the negotiation process because sometimes we are getting information that is coming to us that there is a disagreement among our negotiating parties and people start drawing conclusions that the Arusha agreement is already a rule out and while in Juba we can see our president is pardoning the former detainees and implementing the Arusha provisions, so we are really concerned about accuracy and the agility of information that is to be delivered to the public.”

In another development, CEPO has launched a campaign calling for the release of 89 boys that were abducted last week from Malakal.

The campaign is encouraging both national and international intervention to secure the release of the abducted children.

Edmond Yakani Campaign: “We will keep on backing the message. We are not keeping silent. We will keep knocking the doors and specifically those of institutions like IGAD, AU… We will amplify the work of UNICEF … so we will not keep quiet until all these children are out.” 

Last Saturday, UNICEF announced that an armed group had abducted at least 89 boys in a northern region of Upper Nile State. The whereabouts of these boys remains unclear.
Authorities in Magwi County, Eastern Equatoria state say calm has return to the area, following the recent fighting between a group of SPLA recruits and the community. 

Fighting escalated after a disagreement. More than 140 houses were torched and several people were wounded.

The commissioner of Magwi County, Ben Kingston Oduk, says people are returning to their homes and the market is reopening.

Oduk says some arrests have been made and the county is exerting efforts to get assistance to those affected by the incident.

Ben Kingston Oduk: “As I am speaking now I am on my way to Torit I am going to meet the RRC, so that we see what kind of intervention that can be done together with the partners in the state.”

At least 25 young men have been arrested in Rumbek town in an effort to ensure safety on the roads in Lakes state.  

Lakes State Security Adviser, Marial Amoum Malek, says the arrested men are believed to be part of a racket of criminals that stage road ambushes in Rumbek East and Rumbek Central County.

Amoum says the crackdown on suspected criminals is continuing.

A new scientific report investigating the contamination of drinking water by oil wells in northern Unity state says the health of 180,000 people could be in grave danger.  
German human rights and relief organization, Sign of Hope, have been researching the effect of oil exploration and production on the people of Unity state since 2008.
The Vice chairman of the Sign of Hope Klaus Stieglitz says the new report shows a direct link between the oil industry and the contamination of drinking water in the area

Klaus Stieglitz: “We have people who were complaining about the bitter and salt taste of water and that led the people to abandoning their own water resting system. They went to the swamp land to drink the water there because they preferred because of the taste. The effect on those villages – we found the population complaining about increased problems of stomach, increased problems of diarrhea. We really felt heart pain to see the how the people are suffering due to lack of water or due to water contamination when the people have to go to swamp land to drink the muddy water.”

A high profile delegation from Egypt arrived in Wau this week to explore the feasibility of building a hydroelectricity power plant and dam. 

The new dam would allow communities to harvest water in the rainy season to sustain them throughout the dry months as well as providing electricity to the town. 

Our reporter in Wau, Michael Wondi has more: 

Michael Wondi: “A two day workshop to explore the feasibility of the Sue Hydroelectricity Plant project has concluded in Wau, Western Bahr El-Ghazal State. The first benefit is provision of ten megawatt electricity to our people in this country, navigation throughout in Bahr Elghazal, irrigates thirty thousand acres and provides clean drinking water to the surrounding villages.  We can organize a group of villages in a contemporary setting for settlement of those working in the dam and be able to carry out developmental activities.  Michael Wondi, reporting for Radio Miraya, from Wau, Western Bahr El Ghazal State.”
Your listening to Radio Miraya news.
Juba -Yei road has been reopened a day after authorities closed traffic flow when 12 people were killed in a clash between cattle Keepers.

Police Spokesperson Col, James Monday Enoka says security has been stepped up along the road as Police continue to hunt for the culprits.

James Monday: “The joint Police force were sent to the area yesterday including the CID to go and actually look for the perpetrators of the crime and also to clear the road from any threats of insecurity so the joint force are in control of the situation from yesterday till this morning and now we are happy to say the road is secured now the citizens can move freely between Juba and Yei as it used to be as well as also between Juba and Onduruba so meanwhile the Police are continuing with their search and their technical work of looking for the perpetrators of the crimes.”

More than 100 workers from the Ayat Construction Company in Western Bahr El Ghazal state have gone on strike today for unpaid salaries over the last three years. 

Representing the workers, Emmanuel Mayom, says the issue has been presented to the labor office and has been forwarded to court.

Emmanuel Mayom: “Today the workers have entered a strike, this is the third year they have not received their salary. All these time we have spent on empty promises that there is money with the government of South Sudan which will be paid. The number of workers is one hundred and twenty who presented a petition to the labor office and was forwarded to the court accusing the company from Bahr Elghazal sector. The administration in Khartoum issued an order relieving the Director without appointing someone to managed the site.”

In regional news, a Sierra Leonean who worked with children orphaned by Ebola has died of the disease himself. 

A BBC reporter in Sierra Leone says Augustine Baker had been admitted to an Ebola treatment center after becoming ill last week. 

He had worked for an orphanage run by a UK charity on the outskirts of Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown. 

Thirty-three children and seven staff at the St George Foundation orphanage have been in quarantine since Mr Baker was diagnosed with the deadly virus. 

Ebola has killed more than 9,500 people in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.
And in sports, the national handball team has started their training camp in preparation for preliminary matches ahead of the 2016 world handball tournament in Egypt. 
The national handball team coach, Gordon Martin, says the team has drawn participants from various parts of the country.

Gordon Martin: “This time the selection was done in different way it was according to the players’ performance. We selected from Juba six players, from Wau five players, from Yambio three players, Lakes State two players, and from Warrap one player, we are expecting the five players from Wau, and later in the evening we will receive three players of Yambio and two coaches. The total number of the players is 19. This is the first selection. We will have a number of intensive trainings like the one we have this morning then after that we will make the final selection for 14 players.”
South Sudan will compete against teams from East Africa, from 8 March 14 March 2015.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Six Governors meet in Juba ahead of planned trip to Addis Ababa

· Calm returns to Magwi County following recent clashes between SPLA recruits

· Authorities in Rumbek town crackdown on suspected criminals

Thanks for listening. I am Agole Alex.
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